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PREFACE. 

THE  150th  Anniversary  of  the  battle,  August  1st,  1909,  I  spent 

in  the  town  of  Minden  in  Westphalia. 

After  taking  part  in  the  celebration,  I  left  Germany,  with 

a  lively  remembrance  of  a  most  kind  reception,  and  I  returned  to  England. 

Then,  I  translated  from  German  into  English  the  simple  local  history, 

and  I  sent  nearly  the  whole  edition  to  Dr.  Cornelsen,  the  Landrat  of 

the  Kreis,  for  the  use  of  the  English-speaking  visitors  and  of  the 

school-children  in  Minden,  suggesting  that  any  proceeds  might  be 

devoted  to  the  formation  of  a  military  Compassionate  Fund. 

The  Landrat  requested  me  soon  afterwards  to  send  some  more 

copies  of  the  translation  :  but,  few  remained  in  my  possession.  And  so, 

I  decided  to  write  an  original  account  of  the  Battle  of  Minden,  approach- 

ing it  from  a  British  point  of  view.  Hence  this  book,  which  I  hope  may 

be  of  interest  to  the  public  in  general,  and  to  military  men  in  particular. 

There  must  be  errors  in  it  :  nothing  in  this  world  is  perfect.  One  of 

the  greatest  difficulties  has  been  to  bring  into  reasonable  correctness  the 

great  number  of  proper  names.  Names  with  old  and  new  forms,  names 

with  British  and  foreign  spelling,  names  with  titles  and  ranks  always 

hard  to  appreciate  and  changing  from  time  to  time,  present  difficulties 

which  only  those  who  have  tried  to  reconcile  them  can  justly  estimate. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  I  crave  the  indulgence  of  my  reader,  in  the 

hope  that  trifles  will  be  overlooked,  while  I  draw  attention  to  one  of  the 

most  interesting  epochs  of  history,  when  German  and  Briton  fought 

side  by  side  as  brothers-in-arms. 

L.  K. 

August  1st,  1914. 
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CHAPTER   I. 

THE  SEVEN  YEARS'  WAR. 

THE  Seven  Years'  War  with  its  struggle  between  the  powers  of 
Europe  cannot  be  appreciated  without  a  review  of  the  chief 

events  which  preceded  it. 

The  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  possessing  no  lasting  qualities, 

brought  about  a  merely  temporary  settlement  of  the  existing  troubles. 

Its  terms  were  ambiguous  and  vague,  and  they  satisfied  none  of  the 

signatory  Powers.  Moreover,  it  left  the  boundaries  in  America  as  a  source 

of  irritation  between  England  and  France.  The  Empress  Maria  Theresa 

regarded  Austria  as  the  victim  of  spoliation,  so  long  as  Frederick  the 

Great  was  allowed  to  keep  possession  of  the  Province  of  Silesia,  the  fact 

that  that  Province  had  been  ceded  by  treaty  making  no  difference  to  her. 

Guided  by  the  far-seeing  Kaunitz,  her  Imperial  Chancellor,  the  Empress 

decided  to  renounce  the  traditional  policy  of  the  Hapsburgs,  to  abandon 

treaties  and  friendship  with  England,  and  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with 

France. """) An  alliance  between  the  House  of  Bourbon,  representing  France,  and 

the  House  of  Hapsburg-Lorraine,  representing  Austria,  had  been  regarded 

hitherto  as  an  impossibility.  But,  the  old  order  was  now  changed,  and 

France  was  drawn  by  Austria  slowly  but  surely,  with  a  persevering 
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subtilty  of  purpose,  into  a  net  which  bound  her  down  by  the  Treaty 

of  Versailles.  Thus,  there  became  united  the  two  traditional  enemies, 
France  and  Austria. 

The  extent  of  the  reversal  of  policy  can  be  appreciated  from  the 

fact  that  France  was  still  an  ally  of  Prussia,  and  that  Frederick  the 

Great,  the  King  of  Prussia,  was  personally  upon  the  worst  terms  with 

his  Uncle,  King  George  the  Second  of  England.  In  fact,  the  subsequent 

invasion  of  the  Dominions  of  Hanover  through  Westphalia  was  adopted 

by  France  upon  the  advice  given  by  Frederick  to  the  French  Ambassador 
in  Berlin. 

The  Empress  Maria  Theresa  had  worked  for  some  years  assiduously 

and  secretly  for  the  creation  of  a  league  between  Austria,  France, 

Russia,  Saxony  and  Sweden,  with  the  object  of  destroying  the  King 

of  Prussia,  "  the  common  enemy  ",  or  "  the  Solomon  of  the  North  ",  as 
Voltaire  called  him,  and  of  making  a  partition  of  his  Kingdom.  It 

was  proposed  to  give  each  of  the  conquering  Powers  a  Province,  or 

a  slice  of  Territory. 

But,  trifles  often  produce  great  results,  and  so  it  happened.  Frederick 

the  Great  had  given  mortal  offence  to  three  prominent  women  who  were 

able  to  wield  great  power.  First,  by  a  scathing  epigram,  he  brought 

upon  himself  the  savage  enmity  of  Elizabeth,  Czarina  of  Russia. 

Secondly,  he  fell  foul  of  Madame  de  Pompadour,  Mistress  of  Louis  XV, 

"  le  Bien  AimeY '  King  of  France.  She  was  courted  by  the  representatives 
of  every  Power  in  Europe,  with  the  exception  of  Prussia  :  even  the 

Duke  of  Newcastle,  England's  chief  Minister  of  State,  exchanged  dainty 
notes  and  presents  with  her.  But  Frederick,  by  the  contemptuous 

remark  "  I  don't  know  her  ",  in  response  to  friendly  overtures,  won 
from  her  relentless  hostility.  And  thirdly,  he  offended  the  Empress 

Maria  Theresa. 

These  three  women  who,  in  their  secret  correspondence,  addressed 

one  another  in  terms  of  cousinly  affection,  were,  in  their  private  lives, 

as  far  apart  as  the  poles.  Now,  however,  they  were  bound  together 

for  the  purpose  of  revenge,  into  a  compact  and  indissoluble  coalition. 
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Frederick  the  Great  was  their  enemy.     War  was  inevitable.     Their 

cockpit  was  Europe. 

To  appreciate  still  further  the  complex  situation,  it  is  necessary  to 

give  some  outline  of  English  motives,  policy  and  action.  Between 

England  and  France  war  became  certain,  when,  in  April,  1754,  the 

Virginian  local  troops  under  George  Washington  were  defeated  at  Fort 

Duquesne  on  the  Ohio.  In  consequence  of  that  defeat,  an  Expedition 

under  Admiral  Keppel  and  General  Braddock  was  sent  out  by  England 

in  defence  of  her  Territory  in  America. 

At  the  end  of  January,  1755,  the  English  Cabinet  decided  to  send 

a  Squadron  to  North  America  in  order  to  prevent  French  ships  from 

landing  troops  in  Nova  Scotia  or  Cape  Breton,  and  from  passing  through 

the  St.  Lawrence  to  Quebec.  Admiral  Boscawen  was  appointed  to 

command,  and  he  sailed  on  April  21st,  1755,  with  instructions  to  fall 

upon  any  ships  having  on  board  troops  or  munitions  of  war.  This  was 

a  secret  blow,  such  as  nations  formerly  dealt  one  another  when  any 

advantage  was  to  be  gained.  The  French  Ambassador  was  assured 

that  no  warlike  instructions  had  been  given.  In  June,  Admiral  Boscawen 

fell  in  with  a  French  Squadron,  gave  chase  to  it,  and  captured  three 

vessels.  As  soon  as  the  news  of  that  event  reached  Paris,  Mirepoix,  the 

French  Ambassador,  was  recalled  from  London  ;  but,  beyond  making 

vain  threats,  the  French  remained  passive,  for  the  Government  of 

Louis  XV  was  conspicuous  for  its  apathy  and  irresolution.  It  is, 

however,  indisputable  that  they  desired  peace  with  England.  Mirepoix 

was  earnest  in  his  efforts  to  maintain  peace  ;  but,  the  matters  in  dispute 

between  England  and  France  were  too  important  to  be  settled  without 
the  arbitrament  of  war. 

Admiral  A.  T.  Mahan,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  the  author  of 

"  The  Influence  of  Sea-power  on  History  ",  gives  details  of  the  peculiar 

non-intervention  on  the  part  of  the  French  Government.  For  instance, 
Admiral  Boscawen  lay  in  wait  for  the  French  convoy  at  the  mouth 

of  the  St.  Lawrence.  In  July,  1755,  Sir  Edward  Hawke  was  sent 

to   sea  with  orders  to  cruise    off   Ushant   and   Cape   Finisterre,   and 
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to  seize  any  ships  of  the  line  he  might  see.  In  August,  further  orders 

were  added,  to  take  all  French  ships  of  every  kind,  men-of-war,  privateers, 

and  merchant-men,  and  to  send  them  into  English  ports.  Before  the 

end  of  the  year,  300  trading-vessels,  valued  at  6,000,000  dollars,  or  about 

one  and  a  quarter  million  pounds  sterling,  had  been  captured,  and  6,000 

French  seamen,  enough  to  man  nearly  ten  ships  of  the  line,  were  im- 

-prisoned  in  England.  All  this  occurred,  tolerated  by  the  French,  while 

nominal  peace  still  existed.    War  was  not  declared  until  six  months  later. 

King  George  the  Second  possessed  one  cardinal  impelling  thought, 

the  security  and  defence  of  his  territory  of  Hanover.  If  the  King  had 

not  been  the  Elector,  Hanover  would  have  had  but  little  concern  for 

the  Government  of  England,  although  it  is  more  than  probable  that 

the  course  of  events  would  have  forced  the  Country  into  an  alliance  with 

Frederick.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  a  despicable  politician  in  English 

history,  was  ready  to  adopt  any  policy  that  would  ensure  the  support 

of  the  King,  and  a  continuance  of  power  for  himself.  The  Duke  of 

Cumberland  and  his  party  clamoured  for  a  settlement  by  force.  The 

people  wanted  a  war  with  France,  chiefly  on  account  of  their  hatred 

of  the  Bourbons  ;  but,  they  preferred  a  Maritime  and  Colonial,  to  a 

Continental,  war. 

In  September,  1755,  a  convention  was  signed  between  England  and 

Russia.  The  knowledge  of  this  convention,  and  of  a  secret  under- 

-standing  between  France  and  Austria,  completed  the  isolation  of 

Prussia,  and  forced  Frederick  into  the  arms  of  England. 

In  April,  1756,  Port  Mahon  in  Minorca,  which  for  fifty  years  had 

belonged  to  England,  capitulated  to  the  French,  and  the  failure  to 

relieve  it  of  Admiral  Byng,  who  for  his  failure  was  tried,  and,  on  March 

14th,  1757,  shot,  brought  a  crisis  to  a  head.  Byng  shirked  from  hatred  of 

responsibility,  though  not  personally  a  coward  :  he  was  the  scapegoat  of 

the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  William  Pitt  tried  in  vain  to  save  him.  When 

it  was  known  that  the  French  were  in  Minorca,  England  declared  war. 

The  Seven  Years'  War,  so  far  as  England  is  concerned,  may  be 
divided  into  two  phases,  namely,  the  Colonial  and  Maritime,  and  the 
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Continental.  As  soon  as  William  Pitt  became  the  Minister  for  War, 

and  the  real  head  of  the  Government,  the  struggle  resolved  itself  into 

one  for  the  supremacy  of  the  seas,  and  whether  England  or  France 

should  be  the  chief  imperial  power.  King  George  assured  Parliament 

that  vigorous  support  would  be  given  to  the  promotion  of  British  pre- 

-tensions  in  America,  and  a  special  grant  of  one  million  pounds  was 

voted  promptly  with  that  object  in  view. 

This  was  the  era  of  secret  treaties.  The  Powers  were  re-arranging 
themselves  for  warfare  which  might  flare  up  at  any  moment,  the  duration 

of  which  no  man  could  foresee,  and  old  alliances  were  broken. 

I  England  was  bound  to  Hanover  by  the  tie  that  George  the  Second, 

King  of  England,  was  the  Elector  of  Hanover.  Prussia,  a  powerful 

neighbour,  might  be  a  dangerous  enemy  ;  but,  Prussia,  as  a  friend, 

might  save  Hanover  from  the  attacks  of  other  Powers.  The  King  of 

Prussia  knew  too  well  that  England  was  his  only  possible  ally,  and  he 

suggested  between  Prussia  and  England  "  a  neutrality  convention  ", 
which  in  effect  was  an  agreement  to  attack  jointly  any  non-German 

armed-force  setting  foot  on  German  soil,  the  Austria-Netherlands 

exceptedj 

ASa  preliminary,  England  paid  twenty  thousand  pounds  for  the 

damage  done  during  the  previous  war  to  Prussian  shipping,  and  Prussia 

paid  the  balance  of  the  Silesian  loan. 

The  convention  signed  at  Westminster  on  January  16th,  1756, 

came  as  a  great  surprise  to  the  Diplomatic  world,  proclaiming  as  it  did 

a  complete  change  in  the  existing  armed  combinations.  It  was  followed 

by  the  treaty  of  Versailles,  secretly  negotiated  by  the  astute  Kaunitz 

so  long  previously  as  1753,  by  which  France  and  Austria  were  bound 

together  for  the  coming  struggle. 

England  had  for  some  months  been  negotiating  with,  and  bribing, 

the  Czarina.  The  subsidy-treaty  thus  secured  had  been  scarcely  ratified, 

when  the  Russian  Sovereign  discovered  the  existence  of  the  Convention 

between  England  and  Prussia,  and,  full  of  anger,  she  withdrew  at  once 

from  her  engagement.    Perfidy  does  not  appear  to  be  too  strong  a  term 
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in  describing  England's  treatment  of  Russia  ;  for,  England  was  bound 
by  treaty  to  confide  to  her  any  steps  that  should  be  taken  to  come  to  an 

understanding  with  the  "common  enemy".  This  diplomacy  was 
characteristic  of  the  times. 

Frederick  the  Great,  familiarly  known,  later,  as  "old  Fritz"  (der  alte 
Fritz) ,  had  now  complete  proof  of  the  conspiracy  which  had  been  formed 

against  him.  He  had  been  warned, — and  he  saw  the  war-clouds 

gathering — ,  that  the  moment  had  come  when  he  should  bring  matters 

to  a  head.  Peremptorily,  he  demanded  from  the  Empress  Maria 

Theresa  an  explanation  of  certain  threatening  circumstances,  and  in 

curt  terms  he  was  refused  a  reply.  Without  the  loss  of  a  day,  with 

sixty  thousand  men,  he  invaded  Saxony,  and  that  invasion  was  the  real 

Continental  beginning  of  the  Seven  Years'  War. 
The  Prussian  Army  marched  in  three  columns,  with  intervals  of 

50  miles  between  each,  which  reached  simultaneously  their  appointed 

positions  in  Saxony  on  September  9th,  1756.  It  had  never  been  in  a 

more  perfect,  or  in  a  higher,  state  of  efficiency  than  when  Frederick 

the  Great  led  it  into  Saxony,  setting  a  personal  example  of  bravery  for 

his  men.  On  one  occasion,  when  some  soldiers  hesitated  to  attack  the 

enemy,  he  asked  them  the  question,  "  do  you  wish  to  live  for  ever  ? ': 

"  Wollt  ihr  immer  leben  ? "  Moreover,  Frederick  recognised  the 
aristocracy  of  intellect.  On  one  occasion,  the  Court  Chamberlain 

remonstrated  with  him  for  admitting  Voltaire  to  his  own  table,  though 

men  of  high  rank  were  compelled  to  sit  at  another.  Frederick  replied, 

"  privileged  persons  rank  equal  with  kings  ". 
The  English  Army  at  this  time  was  a  bye-word.  Hessians  and 

Hanoverians  were  hired  and  brought  over  to  England  to  defend  the 

Country  against  the  threatened  invasion  of  France.  Such  was  its 

condition  under  the  Government,  that  Regiments  were  without  Colonels  ; 

because,  if  they  were  appointed  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  they 

would  be  hostile  to  the  Party  and  interests  of  that  old  intriguer,  the 

Duke  of  Newcastle.  Generals  were  nominated  to  active  command  on 

the  qualifying  merit  that  they  had  reached  a   ripe   old   age.     One  of 



MINDEN  AND  THE  SEVEN  YEARS'  WAR 

the  ablest,  and  perhaps  one  of  the  most  unscrupulous,  politicians  of 

the  day,  said  of  the  Government,  about  to  enter  into  war  with  France, 

that  "  they  were  no  more  able  to  direct  this  war  than  his  three  children  ". 
However,  in  the  history  of  nations,  the  man  has  been  found  for  every 

crisis,  and  in  this  crisis  England  produced  one  of  her  greatest  sons, 
William  Pitt. 

When  his  hour  came,  Pitt  announced  the  supreme  task  of  his  life 

in  words  which,  on  his  lips,  were  no  vainglorious  boast  :  "  I  know  that 

I  can  save  this  country,  and  that  no  one  else  can  ".  And  so,  England 
was  saved. 

B 



MINDEN  AND  THE  SEVEN  YEARS'  WAR 

CHAPTER  II. 

COMBINED   NAVAL  AND   MILITARY   EXPEDITIONS,    1757-1758. 

After  the  short  duration  and  failure  of  the  Pitt-Devonshire  Adminis- 

-tration,  the  Government  of  the  day  was  entrusted  to  William  Pitt 

under  the  nominal  leadership  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and,  in  allusion 

to  this  combination,  Horace  Walpole  said,  "  Mr.  Pitt  does  everything, 

the  Duke  of  Newcastle  gives  everything  ". 
William  Pitt,  a  man  of  lofty  ideals  and  indomitable  will,  was  now 

not  only  in  office  but  also  in  power.  His  ideals  were  based  on  the  pro- 

-motion  of  British  Commerce,  and  everything  that  is  contained,  in  the 

expression  "  sea-power  ",  in  other  words,  the  sole  object  of  Pitt  was  the 
supremacy  of  the  British  at  sea.  He  devised  a  combination  of  the  sea 

and  land  forces,  and,  in  his  first  experiment  with  this  new  power,  he  had 

the  good  fortune  or  ability  to  discover  two  officers  who  were  in  them- 

-selves  the  embodiment  of  the  best  traditions  of  their  respective 

services,  namely,  Howe  and  Wolfe.  The  best  illustration  of  such  a 

combination  may  be  given  in  the  co-operation  of  Admiral  Saunders 

and  General  Wolfe  at  Quebec.  Wolfe,  when  he  was  given  by  Pitt  the 

command  of  the  expedition  to  Canada,  was  only  thirty-two  years  old. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  of  interest  to  quote  the  view  of  the  relations 

of  the  army  to  Parliament,  as  expressed  by  Pitt  in  the  House  of  Commons 

on  November  4th,  1745  :  "  The  right  of  inquiring  what  measures  may 
conduce  to  the  advantage  and  security  of  the  public  belongs,  not  to  the 

army,  but  to  this  House  ;  to  this  House  belongs  the  power  of  con- 

stituting the  army,  or  of  advising  His  Majesty  with  regard  to  its  con- 
stitution ;  our  armies  have  no  better  right  to  determine  for  themselves 

than  any  other  body  of  men  ;  nor  are  we  to  suffer  them  to  prescribe 

laws  to  the  Legislature,  or  to  govern  those  by  whose  authority  they 

subsist  ". 
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MINDEN  AND  THE  SEVEN  YEARS'  WAR 

In  the  two  years  1757-1758,  Pitt  sent  against  the  Coast  of  France 

three  Expeditions,  which  at  the  time  were  scoffed  at  by  incompetent 

Generals  and  unprofessional  soldiers,  men  who,  unable  to  see  beyond 

the  limited  horizon  of  their  immediate  surroundings,  were  not  ashamed 

to  leave  the  shores  of  England  with  failure  in  their  hearts. 

|  "  Make  descents  on  the  naked  coast  of  France  and  spread  alarm 

the  whole  length  of  Brittany  and  Normandy  "  was  the  advice  urged 
again  and  again  upon  the  British  Government  by  Frederick  the  Great, 

and  the  value  of  this  policy  was  shown  by  its  result.!  When  Austria, 

under  an  agreement,  demanded  from  France  24,000  men,  France  de- 

-murred,  saying  that  she  had  "  to  keep  them  on  the  waste  of  the  Ocean  ". 
In  fact,  at  one  time  there  were  four  camps  of  80,000  men  at  Calais, 

Havre,  Brest,  Rochefort  and  La  Rochelle. 

Pitt  did  not  expect,  or  wish,  to  retain  any  French  territory  in 

Europe  ;  but,  he  knew  from  the  experience  of  his  own  countrymen  at 

home  how  demoralizing  is  the  fear  of  invasion.  He  wished  to  humiliate 

the  French  and  to  make  the  European  Powers  feel  the  supremacy  of  the 

British  at  sea,  and  so  he  determined  to  ruin  the  French  fleets,  and  the 

naval  bases  upon  which  they  depended. 

The  first  Expedition  left  England  in  1757,  under  the  command  of 

General  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  and  its  objective  was  Rochefort.  The 

Generals,  before  they  had  reached  their  destination,  suggested  that  the 

Expedition  should  return  to  England  ;  but,  the  Admiral,  Sir  Edward 

Hawke,  refused  to  consent,  aDd  it  was  with  difficulty  that  they  prevailed 

upon  him  to  assemble  a  Council  of  War.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that 

the  Expedition  failed  and  that  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  was  tried  by  Court 

Martial,  and  acquitted.  Colonel  Wolfe,  who  held  the  position  of 

Quartermaster-General,  was  of  opinion  that  the  Admiral  was  too  cautious, 

and  that  there  was  unnecessary  delay.  He  had  gone  ashore  and  recon- 

-noitred,  and  advised  "  a  quick  and  resolute  stroke ".  Subsequently, 

he  wrote,  "  that  afternoon  and  night  there  slipped  through  our 
hands  the  lucky  moment  of  surprise,  and  consternation  among  our 

enemies  ". 
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The  second  Expedition  left  England  in  May,  1758  :  this  was  against 

St.  Malo.  The  command  of  the  land-forces  was  entrusted  to  the  Duke  of 

Marlborough,  the  Master-General  of  the  Ordnance,  the  bearer  of  a  great 

name,  but  a  man  of  poor  ability.  Moreover,  he  was  dominated  ccm- 

-pletely  by  his  Second-in-Command,  Lord  George  Sackville.  At  St. 

Servan,  they  burned  shipping  to  the  value  of  three-quarters  of  a  million 

pounds.  When,  however,  they  learned  that  the  French  were  advancing 

upon  them,  fearing  that  they  might  be  cut  off  from  the  sea,  they  made 
a  hurried  embarkation.  The  correctness  of  this  withdrawal  has  not 

been  justified,  and  the  military  character  of  Sackville  cast  a  shadow 

over  the  Expedition,  which  proved  both  expensive  and  abortive.  From 

Horace  Walpole  we  know  that  the  troops  openly  questioned  his  capacity, 

and  that  Howe,  usually  solid  and  silent  as  a  rock,  conceived  and  expressed 

an  extreme  aversion  to  him.  The  fleet  was  kept  in  Cancale  Bay  for  a 

week,  when  it  visited  Havre  and  Cherbourg,  and  returned  early  in  July 

to  Spithead. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  warlike  enthusiasm  aroused  by  the  victory 

of  Prince  Ferdinand  at  Crefeld,  Pitt  decided  to  reinforce  the  Prince's 

army  by  a  British  contingent,  and  Lieutenant-General  Bligh  was  nom- 
-inated  to  command.  Such  was  the  news  which  reached  the  fleet  on  its 

arrival  at  Spithead.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Lord  George 

Sackville  left  at  once  for  London,  and,  by  using  interest  and  influence  in 

high  places,  they  were  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  division  under 

orders  for  service  in  Germany,  and  yet  Sackville  had  declared  publicly 

that  he  had  had  "  enough  of  buccaneering  expeditions  ".  So,  when 
General  Bligh  arrived  in  London  from  Ireland,  he  found  that  he  was  to 

take  up  the  command  that  Marlborough  had  vacated,  and  the  duty 

that  the  latter  had  shirked. 

The  third  Expedition  against  the  coast  of  France  sailed  on  August 

1st,  1758.  The  squadron  was  commanded  by  Commodore  Howe.  On 

August  6th,  Howe  bombarded  Cherbourg,  and  on  the  following  day  he 

sailed  to  Sainte-Marie's  Bay.  Troops  were  landed  and  attacked  Cherbourg, 
which  surrendered  after  a  feeble  resistance.     The  docks,  the  defences 
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of  the  City,  and  the  shipping  were  destroyed.  The  troops  remained  for 

more  than  a  week  in  the  town,  where  they  were  guilty  of  every  excess, 

and  General  Bligh  was  unable  to  keep  them  in  check.  Then,  they  re-em  - 

-barked,  and,  after  some  delay,  owing  to  adverse  winds,  the  fleet  sailed 

to  the  Bay  of  St.  Lunaire,  twelve  miles  to  the  west  of  St.  Malo,  where 

they  were  landed  again  with  the  object  of  attacking  that  town.  It 

became  necessary  for  the  fleet  to  change  its  anchorage,  and  this  caused 

the  General  to  order  a  march  over  land  to  St.  Cast.  Mismanagement 

and  incapacity  were  shown  by  General  Bligh  in  the  conduct  of  this  retreat, 

which  resulted  in  a  disastrous  embarkation,  and  the  loss  of  700  officers 

and  men.  Thus  ended  ingloriously  the  third  Expedition  of  Pitt  against 
the  French  coast. 

On  the  Continent,  events  were  proceeding  rapidly.  In  July,  1757, 

the  Duke  of  Cumberland  was  defeated  at  Hastenbeck,  and,  on 

September  8th,  signed  the  Convention  of  Kloster  (Cloister,  or  Convent) 

Zeven,  by  which  his  army  of  30,000  Hanoverians  and  Hessians  laid 

down  their  arms,  and  were  broken  up  as  a  force,  without  becoming 

prisoners  of  war.  #  George  the  Second  disclaimed  this  Convention, 

and  threw  the  blame  and  responsibility  for  it  on  his  son,  the  Duke. 

When  the  Duke  came  into  the  royal  presence,  the  King  did  not  address 

him,  but  said  aloud  "  here  is  my  son,  who  has  ruined  me  and  disgraced 

himself ".  The  Duke  resigned  his  appointments  and  retired  from 
active  life.  Pitt  took  the  side  of  the  Duke,  and  when  the  King  once  said 

that  he  had  given  no  orders  for  such  a  Convention  to  be  signed,  he 

answered,  "  but  full  powers,  sir, — very  full  powers  ".  It  was  proved  to 
be  so  :  for,  a  letter  from  the  King  to  the  Duke  is  extant,  in  which  His 

Majesty  says,  "I  trust  my  affairs  (in  Germany)  entirely  to  your  conduct". 
Pitt  had  almost  a  feudal  respect  for  the  Sovereign  :  it  was  this  that 

influenced  him  greatly,  when  he  accepted  the  Hanoverian  policy  of 

the  King.  He  was  an  Imperialist,  and  yet  a  democratic  statesman.  He 

was  called  the  Great  Commoner,  just  as  Frederick  was  called  the  Great  ,/ 

Emperor  :  but,  the  greatness  of  Pitt  came  from  the  people.  He  was 

a  Nation-maker,  and  an  Empire-builder. 
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George  the  Second  was  induced  by  Pitt  to  place  Prince  Ferdinand  of 

Brunswick  at  the  head  of  the  Hanoverian  army  of  30,000  men.  This 

bold  and  capable  General  soon  drove  the  French  from  the  Electorate, 

making  one  flank  secure  for  the  much  oppressed  Frederick.  He 

followed  up  his  success  by  forcing  the  French  over  the  Rhine,  and  by 

gaining  a  crushing  victory  over  them  at  Crefeld.  Pitt  was  now 

becoming  daily  a  firmer  ally.  Suddenly,  he  determined  to  reinforce 

the  army  of  Prince  Ferdinand  by  a  British  Division,  and,  within  two 

weeks,  7,000  men  under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  were  landed  at 

Emden,  on  August  21st,  1758,  joining  Ferdinand's  army  at  Crefeld. 
The  Duke  of  Marlborough  died  on  or  about  August  20th,  and  he  was 

succeeded  in  the  command  by  Lord  George  Sackville.  The  allies  at 

this  time  effected  nothing  of  importance,  and,  at  the  end  of  November, 

the  British  went  into  winter-quarters  in  the  City  of  Minister,  and  in 
the  towns  of  Rheims  and  Steinort. 
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CHAPTER   III. 

MINDEN:    1759. 

The  year  1759,  the  most  glorious  probably  that  England 

has  ever  seen,  the  year  in  which  William  Pitt  the  younger 

was  born,  opened  with  gloomy  prospects  for  the  Anglo-German 
allies,  and  especially  for  Frederick.  The  battle  of  Zorndorf  fought  on 

August  25th,  1758,  was  one  of  the  most  sanguinary  battles  of  the  age, 

and  it  was  waged  with  peculiar  hatred  and  ferocity.  The  Russian 

casualties  numbered  21,000,  including  8,000  killed.  The  marauding 

Cossacks,  who  devastated  the  country  with  incendiary  fires  in  all  direc- 

-tions,  were  deemed  to  be  past  forgiveness.  Their  extermination  was 

the  only  remedy  in  the  opiniou  of  their  foes.  "  Not  a  devil  of  you  shall 

escape  ",  said  the  Prussian  Hussars  as  they  surrounded  a  burning  barn, 
in  which  they  had  trapped  400  Cossacks. 

The  battle  of  Hochkirchen  was  fought  on  October  14th,  1758,  the 

eleventh  general  action  fought  in  two  years.  From  this  battle,  Frederick, 

with  consummate  mastery,  extricated  his  army  from  a  serious  defeat. 

Surprised  before  dawn,  he  found  himself  surrounded,  and  the  enemy 

in  his  camp.  Fighting  hand  to  hand,  he  withdrew  his  troops  from  the 

meshes  which  had  been  woven  around  them,  and,  deceiving  his  opponent 

by  skilful  manoeuvres,  he  gained  a  strategical  victory  by  throwing  his 

army  across  the  direct  road  to  Silesia. 

Frederick  spent  the  winter  of  1758-9  in  Breslau.  He  was  full  of 

sorrows.  "  If  my  head  were  a  fountain  of  tears  ",  he  wrote,  "  it  would 

not  suffice  for  the  grief  I  feel  ".  At  this  time  he  had  one  solace,  the 
vigorous  application  required  in  steady  and  continuous  labour.  He 

worked  without  ceasing  to  improve  his  army,  and  to  supervise  the  most 

minute  affairs  of  State.  One  important  innovation  should  be  noticed  : 

he   introduced  horse-artillery  into  the   Prussian   service,    and   in    the    \/ 
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subsequent  campaign  of  1759,  field-guns  drawn  rapidly  by  teams  of 

horses,  with  soldiers  mounted  as  outriders,  were  brought  into  action 

for  the  first  time.  This  idea  was  considered  a  brilliant  one,  and  it  was 

imitated  quickly  by  the  Austrian  and  by  the  other  armies. 

In  two  years  neither  side  could  claim  that  in  the  aggregate  it  had 

gained  any  material  advantage.  Frederick  had  but  one  hope,  and  that 

was  peace.  He  calculated  upon  one  supreme  and  final  struggle,  and  then 

peace.  But,  the  pride  and  vindictive  hatred  of  three  women  had  yet  to 

be  appeased.  To  them,  a  few  reverses,  even  defeats,  were  of  no  moment, 

but  merely  incidents  of  war.  They  evolved  fresh  plans,  and  made  more 

determined  efforts,  to  strike  down  the  King  who  had  treated  them, 

one  by  one,  with  more  or  less  contempt.  And  so,  five  nations  were 

pitted  against  one,  and  that  one  had  for  its  chief  military  asset  the 

King,  who  during  the  next  four  years  established  amongst  his  con- 

-temporaries  the  reputation  which  has  been  confirmed  by  the  verdict 

of  posterity. 

The  new  year  1759  opened  with  the  allied  army  at  Fulda  under 

Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick  The  British  contingent  of  about 

12,000  men  was  under  the  command  of  Lord  George  Sackville. 

Until  the  middle  of  April,  there  were  only  a  few  minor  operations, 

including  an  unsuccessful  attack  made  by  Ferdinand  upon  the  French 

at  Bergen  near  Frankfurt,  in  which  British  soldiers  were  not  engaged. 

On  May  18th,  the  Prince  moved  his  headquarters  to  Lippstadt  ; 

on  June  3rd  the  British  Infantry  left  their  cantonments  and  encamped 

near  Luynan,  and  on  June  11th  the  whole  allied  army  was  assembled  in 

the  neighbourhood  of  Werl  and  Soest.  In  this  month,  the  Grenadier- 

-Companies,  one  from  each  of  the  British  Regiments,  were  formed  into 

one  battalion,  of  which  the  command  was  conferred  upon  Major 

Maxwell  of  Kingsley's  Regiment.  This  officer  was  of  gigantic  stature 

and  proportions.  In  a  private  letter,  Wolfe,  when  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
asked  his  friends  at  Bath  to  look  out  for  Bardolf  (Major  Maxwell),  who, 

he  said,  would  be  found  probably  in  the  ball-rooms.  In  battle,  he  was 

a  hero,  and,  in  the  drawing-room,  he  was  a  courtier. 
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On  June  16th,  the  rival  armies  were  in  sight  of  each  other  at  Lich- 

-tenau,  and,  four  days  later,  after  various  changes,  they  were  in  camp  near 

Reitburg,  the  right  flank  of  the  allies  being  covered  by  the  corps  of  General 

von  Wangenheim,  who  remained  at  Duelmen  in  the  district  of  Miinster. 

On  June  30th,  after  moves  and  countermoves  on  the  part  of  the 

opposing  forces,  the  allies  were  encamped  between  Marienfeld  and  the 

village  of  Harsewinkel.  As  these  movements  developed,  the  French 

Marshal,  Contades,  showed  an  intention  to  cut  off  the  allies  from  their 

supplies  at  Osnabriick,  and  to  drive  a  wedge  in  between  them  and  the 

River  Weser.  In  order  to  defeat  this  intention,  on  July  3rd,  Ferdinand 

concentrated  his  army  at  Dissen,  General  Wangenheim  occupying  Cad- 

-bergen.  The  light  troops  were  at  Halle  in  advance  of  the  main  body. 

The  French  Marshals,  de  Broglie  and  Contades,  made  a  counter  demon- 

-stration,  the  former  moving  to  Heepen,  while  the  latter  took  possession 

of  Bielefeld  and  Herford.  It  was  now  a  race  between  the  contending 

armies  for  the  town  of  Minden,  and  the  passage  of  the  Weser.  The 

French  seized  Halle,  driving  out  the  allied  light  troops,  and  in  turn  they 

were  driven  out  by  the  British  Grenadiers  and  Dragoons.  Marshal  de 

Broglie  was  now  close  upon  Minden,  his  corps  stretching  along  the  left 

bank  of  the  Weser,  and  holding  all  the  roads  and  approaches  leading 

to  the  town,  while  Marshal  Contades  was  at  Bielefeld,  within  striking 

distance,  and  in  a  position  to  give  support  with  an  effective  force,  if 

necessary. 

On  July  8th,  Prince  Ferdinand  fell  back  upon  Osnabriick,  his  retire- 

-ment  being  covered  by  the  Hereditary  Prince,  his  nephew,  Charles 

William  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick.  The  same  evening,  Marshal  de  Broglie 

marched  from  Enger  to  Minden  at  the  head  of  sixteen  Battalions, 

together  with  detachments  fourteen  hundred  strong  and  four  regiments 

of  cavalry,  and,  at  daybreak  on  July  9th,  he  appeared  before  the  town, 

and  summoned  it  to  surrender.  Major-General  Zastrow  refused  to 

relinquish  his  trust,  saying  "  I  have  guns,  powder,  and  soldiers  ;  and, 

before  I  can  think  of  capitulation,  all  these  must  first  have  vanished  ", 
and  the  town  was  at  once  invested. 
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The  first  intention  of  Broglie  was  to  take  Minden  by  assault,  but 

the  point  of  weakness  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  Weser,  and  he  had 

neither  boats  nor  pontoons  with  which  to  effect  the  passage  of  the  river. 

However,  a  float  of  timber  was  found  by  a  reconnoitring  party,  and, 

by  means  of  this  raft,  Fischer's  corps,  and  three  hundred  volunteers, 
were  enabled  to  cross  and  take  the  entrenchments  at  the  head  of  the 

bridge.  According  to  German  contemporary  accounts  and  tradition, 

the  French  were  helped  by  the  treachery  of  a  peasant.  Broglie 

covered  the  attack  by  a  heavy  cannonade.  The  French  forced  an 

entrance  successfully,  and,  by  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  July  9th, 
they  were  masters  of  the  town  of  Minden. 

The  garrison  to  the  number  of  about  fifteen  hundred,  consisting 

of  a  Hessian  Battalion  and  detachments  of  other  corps,  were  taken 

prisoners,  together  with  Major-General  Zastrow. 
The  importance  of  Minden  to  the  French  was,  that  it  secured  the 

passage  of  the  Weser,  with  an  open  road  to  Hanover,  and,  that  it 

contained  a  magazine  of  stores. 

On  July  10th,  Marshal  Contades  moved  from  Bielefeld  to  Her- 

-ford.  On  the  same  day,  Prince  Ferdinand  heard  of  the  capture  of 

Minden,  and  he  pushed  forward  at  once  a  division  of  10,000  men  under 

the  Hereditary  Prince,  to  secure  the  position  of  Stolzenau  on  the  Weser. 

The  light  troops  of  this  division  commanded  by  Colonel  Fredericks  fell 

in  with  a  party  of  500  French  Infantry  between  Diepenau  and  Stolzenau, 

and,  attacking  them,  killed  and  wounded  a  considerable  number,  and 

made  200  prisoners.  Next,  they  came  into  conflict  with  a  body  of  Cavalry 

600  strong,  which  Colonel  Fredericks  ordered  the  Prussian  Hussars  to 

attack  in  front,  while  he  cut  off  their  retreat.  Thus,  200  Frenchmen 

were  killed,  and  the  remainder,  with  their  Commanding-Officer,  Count 

de  Solles,  were  made  prisoners. 

Prince  Ferdinand  moved  by  rapid  marches  to  Stolzenau,  where  he 

arrived  on  July  14th.  His  immediate  object  was  to  prevent  a  junction 

of  the  forces  of  Marshals  Contades  and  Broglie,  and  he  made,  therefore, 

a  night  march  to  Petershagen  Heath,  on  July  16th  ;  but,  on  that  day, 
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Contades  had  reached  Minden,  and  Broglie,  having  passed  the  Weser, 

was  holding  the  road  to  Biickeburg. 

The  French  had  chosen  a  position  too  strong  for  attack  with  any 

prospect  of  success.  They  were  posted  behind  the  Minden  morass, 

through  which  runs  the  brook  Bastau,  their  right  resting  on  the  town, 

and  their  left  touching  the  mountain-village  of  Hartenhausen. 

Wangenheim  advanced  with  his  division  to  the  Plain  of  Minden 

where,  on  July  17th,  he  occupied  the  villages  of  Todtenhausen,  Kuten- 

-hausen,  and  Stemmer.  The  main  portion  of  the  army  followed  ;  but, 

as  the  enemy  changed  their  dispositions,  Frederick  ordered  a  return  to 

the  Camp  at  Petershagen.  On  July  22nd,  Wangenheim  was  again  in 

position  on  the  Plain,  close  to  the  village  of  Todtenhausen,  with  his  left 

flank  touching  the  Weser. 

On  July  27th,  the  Hereditary  Prince  marched  with  6,000  men  to 

Liibbecke,  and  drove  from  it  a  body  of  French  troops  stationed  there 

for  the  protection  of  the  left  flank  of  Marshal  Contades.  On  the 

same  day,  General  Dreve  recaptured  Osnabrtick,  and  then  joined  the 

Hereditary  Prince,  when  the  combined  force  marched  to  Herford, 

and,  on  July  31st,  captured  a  position  at  Kirchlengern,  which 

lay  in  the  direct  path  of  the  enemy's  convoys  with  supplies 
from    Cassel. 

The  last  general  change  of  the  position  of  the  allied  forces  was 

made  on  July  29th,  when  Ferdinand  lead  the  remainder  of  his  army  in 

three  columns  from  Petershagen  to  Hille,  holding  the  line  from  Hille  to 

Friedewalde.  The  British  held  the  post  of  honour  on  the  right,  and  the 

headquarters  of  Ferdinand  at  Hille  were  guarded  by  the  Regiments  of 

Napier  and  Kingsley,  the  12th  and  20th,  respectively.  The  British 

piquets  held  the  village  of  Hartum,  the  Hanoverians  were  in  Siid- 
-hemmern  and  the  Brunswickers  in  Stemmer  :  to  the  Hessians  and 

Cavalry  piquets  was  committed  the  care  of  the  wood  between  Hartum 

and  Holzhausen,  and  Cavalry-detachments  held  the  road  between 

Hartum  and  Hahlen.  About  2,000  men  were  sent  to  Liibbecke,  to 

maintain  communication  with  the  Hereditary  Prince. 
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Ferdinand  on  July  31st,  for  the  second  time,  enjoined  upon  his 

geDeral-omcers  the  necessity  of  making  themselves  acquainted  with  the 
routes  which  their  columns  were  to  take  in  marching  to  the  Plain  of 

Minden,  and  he  pressed  upon  them  the  necessity  of  examining  care- 

-fully  the  ground  between  the  windmill  of  Hahlen,  and  the  village  of 
Stemmer. 

It  appeared  as  if  Ferdinand  knew  exactly  the  intention  of  the  French, 

and  the  following  is  the  story  told  of  how  he  obtained  his  information. 

Contades,  on  July  29th,  asked  the  Mayor  of  Minden  for  a  reliable  man 

as  a  messenger.  A  man  was  chosen  who  happened  to  have  been  a  sailor 

and  to  have  learnt  French  and  English.  Contades  thought  that  he  was  a 

Westphalian  who  spoke  only  the  local  dialect,  and  he  addressed  him 

through  an  interpreter.  He  ordered  him  to  take  a  pair  of  shoes  to  the 

Duke  of  Brissac  at  Herford,  and  to  obtain  2,000  pairs  like  them,  for  his 

soldiers.  The  peasant,  however,  overheard  that  the  shoes  contained 

despatches.  He  started  on  his  errand  :  but,  instead  of  going  to  Herford 

direct,  he  hurried  across  the  marsh  to  Hille,  and  enabled  Ferdinand 

to  read  the  despatches  of  Contades,  before  taking  the  shoes  to  the  Duke 
of  Brissac. 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

THE   BATTLE  OF  MINDEN. 

The  French  Marshal,  Contades,  held  a  position  that  could  not  be 

assailed  with  any  prospect  of  success.  He  was  stronger  in  men  than 

Ferdinand,  whom  he  could  have  worn  out  by  inactivity,  had  his  com- 
-munications  with  his  base  at  Cassel  been  secure  :  but,  to  keep  open 

seventy  miles  of  road,  with  an  active  and  enterprising  enemy,  was  both 

a  disquieting  and  a  difficult  task.  He  knew  that  a  force  of  6,000  men 

lay  across  the  path  by  which  his  supplies  must  travel,  and  this  gave 

an  impetus  to  his  desire  to  bring  matters  to  a  conclusion.  The  advan- 

tages which  he  had  gained  up  till  now  were  neutralised  by  the  ever- 

-present  fear  that  his  line  of  communication  would  be  cut  off. 

At  this  moment  the  position  of  Ferdinand  seemed  to  Contades  to 

invite  attack  and  destruction.  The  Corps  of  General  von  Wangenheim 

was  isolated  on  the  Plain  of  Minden,  and,  with  one  flank,  as  it  were,  in 

mid-air,  it  appeared  to  indicate  incomprehensible  weakness,  offering 

to  Contades  an  opportunity  for  which  he  could  scarcely  have  hoped  from 

an  able  antagonist.  The  plan  of  battle  was  so  simple  as  to  permit  of  no 

doubt  of  success  :  it  was,  first,  to  crush  the  unsupported  Wangenheim, 

and  then  to  turn  on  the  unprotected  flank  of  Ferdinand,  driving 

a  living-wedge  into  the  gap  of  three  miles  which  separated  them.  There 

were  other  inducements  to  make  a  prompt  and  supreme  effort  :  for 

instance,  the  detaching  of  the  Hereditary  Prince's  Corps  of  6,000  men, 
the  weakening  of  the  main  body  which  was  already  inferior  in  numbers 

to  the  French,  and  the  scattering  of  fragments  of  the  Allies  among  the 

villages  and  hamlets  of  the  Plain,  which  constituted  a  provocation 

almost  insolent  in  its  rashness.  Contades  was  led  into  temptation, 

and  he  fell.     Ferdinand  had   purposely   conveyed  the  impression  of 
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heedlessness,  and  of  insecurity,  to  the  mind  of  Contades,  so  as  to  tempt 

him  to  leave  his  stronghold  and  come  out  into  the  open. 

Tuesday,  July  31st,  was  spent  by  the  French  Army  in  building 

eight  bridges  over  the  Bastau.  Marshal  de  Broglie  was  ordered  to  cross 

the  Weser  by  the  town-bridge,  and  then  the  51,000  men,  with  162 

guns,  in  nine  columns,  were  to  march  to  their  places  in  the  line  of  battle. 

Wednesday,  August  1st,  1759,  was  ushered  in  by  the  French  Army 

moving  to  the  eight  bridges  on  the  Bastau  River.  There  is  some  doubt 

as  to  the  actual  number  of  the  bridges  which  the  French  threw  across 

the  river.  Carlyle  says  nineteen,  apparently  following  the  German 

accounts  ;  but,  Fortescue,  in  his  monumental  "  History  of  the  Army  ", 
gives  the  number  as  eight.  There  was  marked  confusion  and  absence 

of  discipline  on  the  part  of  both  officers  and  men.  The  eight  columns 

were  two  hours  behind  their  time.  Broglie  was  in  his  position  with 

precise  punctuality  ;  but,  the  absence  of  the  eight  columns  compelled 

him  to  remain  inactive,  when  he  should  have  been  attacking  Wangenheim. 

This  was  a  piece  of  good  fortune  for  Ferdinand. 

Two  deserters  from  the  French  Army  were  brought  in  by  the 

piquets  to  the  Prince  of  Anhalt,  the  general-officer  of  the  day,  with  the 

important  intelligence  that  the  whole  Army  was  in  motion.  Ferdinand 

had  observed,  during  the  previous  evening,  signs  of  an  unusual  stir,  and 

he  gave  instructions  that  he  was  to  be  informed  of  the  slightest  move- 

-ment ;  but,  through  the  carelessness  of  the  Prince  of  Anhalt,  the  valuable 
intelligence  of  the  deserters  was  not  sent  to  him  for  two  hours. 

The  instructions  of  Ferdinand  were  clear  and  concise.  They  had 

been  issued  the  previous  day.  The  Cavalry  had  been  ordered  to  be  saddled 

at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning.  At  three  o'clock,  Ferdinand  called  the  whole 
Army  to  arms,  and  ordered  them  to  march  to  their  appointed  positions. 

The  advance  in  eight  columns  was  to  be  made  by  five  o'clock,  but  it  was 

seven  o'clock  before  they  were  in  position.  All  were  then  ranked  in 

order  of  battle,  except  the  Cavalry  of  the  right,  where  there  was  com- 

-plete  confusion.  The  General  in  Command,  Lord  George  Sackville, 

although  he  had  received  precise  instructions,  could  not  be  found.    He 
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should  have  been  at  the  village  of  Hahlen,  on  which  the  allied  right  was 

to  rest,  to  prevent  the  French  from  occupying  it.  The  piquets  from 

Hartum  were  sent  to  Hahlen,  only  to  find  the  French  in  position. 

Ferdinand  was  everywhere.  He  was  the  imposing  figure  of  the 

battle.  Sometimes  with  only  a  solitary  aide-de-camp,  and  at  other 

times  with  only  a  groom,  he  galloped  from  one  important  point  to 

another.  His  anxieties  were  great.  The  stupidity  of  one  General,  and 

the  disloyalty  and  disobedience  of  another,  had  imperilled  his  plan  of 

action  and  the  safety  of  his  Army.  Wangenheim  at  Todtenhausen, 

and  the  piquets  at  Hille,  were  engaged  simultaneously.  The  French 

had  six  guns  on  the  causeway  of  Eickhorst  which  led  through  the 

morass,  which  is  now  reclaimed  and  cultivated,  to  Hille.  Ferdinand  had 

posted  500  men  and  two  guns  to  seal  this  point,  and  although  he  felt 

that  it  was  only  a  demonstration,  he  ordered  General  Gilfoe  from 

Liibbecke  to  attack  Eickhorst.  Some  time  was  lost  by  the  Prince  of 

Anhalt  in  driving  the  French  out  of  Hahlen,  and  this  caused  a  delay  in 

the  deployment  of  General  von  Spoerken's  division.  This  deployment 

was  covered  by  the  guns  of  Captain  Foy's  battery  of  British  Artillery, 

which  was  joined  soon  by  Captain  Macbean's  battery,  and  a  Hanoverian 
brigade  of  heavy  guns. 

The  French  line  of  battle  was  semi-circular,  conforming  to  the 

contour  of  the  walls  of  Minden.  The  division  of  Broglie  was  on  the  right, 

near  the  Weser.  The  Infantry  was  in  the  first  line,  and  the  Cavalry  in 

the  second  line,  with  two  batteries  in  advance  of  the  whole.  On  the 

left  was  half  of  the  Infantry  and  the  main  army,  with  thirty-four  guns. 

In  the  centre  of  the  heath  were  fifty-five  squadrons  of  Cavalry,  and  on  the 

left  of  the  Cavalry  was  the  remainder  of  the  Infantry,  with  thirty  guns. 

The  allied  army  was  ready  for  action  at  seven  o'clock.  Its  right 
was  at  the  enclosures  between  the  villages  of  Hartum  and  Hahlen,  and 

its  left  was  touching  Stemmer.  On  the  right  was  the  Infantry  of  General 

von  Spoerken's  division,  and  on  the  right  of  this  division  were  the  two 
British  Infantry  Brigades.  When  the  British  Infantry  formed,  there 

was  a  fir-wood  upon  their  right,  in  front  of  the  12th  Regiment,  through 
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which  some  platoons  of  that  regiment,  and  the  20th  Regiment,  which 

covered  it  in  the  second  line,  passed.  This  wood  has  now  disappeared, 

and  the  land  is  under  cultivation.  The  Brigade  of  Brigadier-General 

Waldegrave  formed  the  first  line  :  from  right  to  left,  the  regiments  were 

the  12th,  the  37th,  and  the  23rd.  The  Brigade  of  Brigadier-General 

Kingsley  formed  the  second  line  :  from  right  to  left,  the  regiments  were 

the  20th,  the  51st,  and  the  25th,  and,  beyond,  were  the  Hanoverian 

Battalions  of  Hardenberg,  and  two  Battalions  of  Hanoverian  Guards. 

The  Brigade  of  Kingsley  overlapped  the  leadiDg  Brigade  on  both  flanks. 

Ferdinand  who  had  watched  the  deployment  sent  an  order  that 

when  the  proper  time  had  arrived,  they  were  to  advance  with  "  drums 

beating  ".  Through  some  mistake  in  the  conveying  of  the  order,  or 

through  some  misunderstanding  of  it,  Waldegrave's  Brigade  did  not 

wait  a  moment,  but  at  once  marched  off  briskly,  "  drums  beating  ". 

Aides-de-Camp  galloped  to  stop  them.  The  Brigade  halted  behind 

the  fir-wood,  where  they  remained  for  a  few  minutes  while  the  second 

Brigade  was  deploying.  Before,  however,  the  deployment  was  com- 

-pleted,  the  drums  beat  again  a  "  rally  ",  and  off  they  went,  followed  by 
the  second  line,  which  had  lost  some  distance  in  the  deployment.  In 

the  first  150  yards,  they  were  rent  by  a  cross-fire  from  60  guns  :  but, 

this  did  not  stop,  or  even  retard,  them.  They  marched  off,  not  to  receive, 

but  to  attack  Cavalry.  They  suffered  heavily,  but  they  did  not  waver, 

and  they  maintained  a  magnificent  bearing.  And  now,  the  French 

Cavalry  were  set  in  motion,  and  eleven  squadrons  poured  down  upon 

them.  They  stood  firm  until  the  horsemen  were  within  ten  yards 

distance,  and  then  they  poured  in  such  a  deadly  volley,  that  the 

ground  was  covered  with  men  and  horses,  and  the  remainder  of  the 

Cavalry  were  scattered  by  the  continued  advances  of  the  British  and  the 

Hanoverian  Infantry. 

It  was  at  this  moment  that  Prince  Ferdinand,  seeing  the  effect  of 

the  infantry-fire,  sent  an  order  to  Lord  George  Sackville  to  bring  up  the 

Cavalry  of  the  right,  and  to  complete  the  destruction  of  the  French. 

Sackville  at  first  disputed  the  order,  and  then  moved  forward  for  a  short 
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distance,  and  halted.  A  second  order  was  sent.  The  Cavalry  remained 

stationary.  The  Saxon  Infantry  in  four  Brigades  with  thirty-two  guns 
came  forward  from  the  left  of  the  French  Cavalry,  to  enfilade  the  British 

Brigades.  Ferdinand  seeing  this,  and  unable  to  move  Sackville  with  his 

Cavalry,  ordered  Phillips's  Brigade  of  heavy  guns  to  advance  and  ward 
off  the  attack.  Meanwhile,  the  French  Cavalry  had  rallied,  and  their 

second  line  charged  the  allies.  Under  this  three-fold  attack  of  Cavalry, 

Artillery,  and  Infantry,  the  British  and  Hanoverian  troops  wavered 

momentarily,  but,  closing  their  ranks,  they  gave  the  second  line  of 

Cavalry  a  volley  which  sent  them  off  the  field  in  confusion.  Then  they 

attacked  the  Saxon  Infantry,  shattering  and  hurling  them  back.  To 

save  the  British  Regiments  from  annihilation,  Ferdinand  sent  once 

more  an  Aide-de-Camp  to  Sackville,  telling  him  to  bring  up  the  "  British 

Cavalry ",  imagining  that  there  might  be  some  latent  thought  of 
jealousy  of  the  foreign  Cavalry  in  the  mind  of  this  officer.  The 

message  was  delivered  :  but,  not  a  squadron  moved.  Ferdinand  rein- 

-forced  the  Brigades,  when  a  third  attack  on  the  nine  Battalions  was 

made  by  a  fresh  body  of  French  Cavalry,  which  broke  through  the 

first  line,  and  then,  destroyed  by  the  second,  was  sent  flying  to  the 

rear. 

Ferdinand  sent  a  fourth  message  to  Sackville,  which  again  met  with 

no  response.  He  sent  then  a  fifth  Aide-de-Camp,  to  bring  up  Lord 

Granby  with  the  second  line  of  Cavalry  ;  but,  Sackville  rode  up,  and 

ordered  Granby  not  to  move.  Sackville  now,  with  an  astounding 

insolence,  rode  up  to  Ferdinand,  and  asked  what  the  various  orders 

might  mean.  "  My  Lord  ",  Ferdinand  replied,  "  the  opportunity  is 

now  passed  ". 
A  complete  junction  had  been  made  between  Ferdinand  and 

Wangenheim,  and  the  gap  of  three  miles  had  been  filled.  The  guns  of  the 

Allies  silenced  those  of  the  French.  Ferdinand's  left  wing  and  the  German 
Cavalry  completed  the  defeat,  and  the  French  retreated  under  the  guns 

of  Minden  to  their  positions  behind  the  marsh.  At  ten  o'clock  the 
fight  was  over,  and  the  chief  honours  of  the  battle  were  won  by  the  six 
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British  and  the  three  Hanoverian  Battalions,  and  by  the  British 

Artillery.  The  Corps  of  General  von  Wangenheim  maintained  pretty 

nearl3r  the  same  position  during  the  whole  action. 
The  pursuit  of  the  flying  French  was  made  by  the  British  batteries 

of  Captains  Foy  and  Macbean  moving  rapidly  along  the  border  of  the 

marsh,  halting  occasionally  to  fire  upon  the  enemy,  until  they  came 

opposite  the  bridges  of  the  Bastau,  where  they  unlimbered  and  kept  up  such 

a  tempest  of  fire  as  demoralised  the  enemy,  which  fled  in  wild  confusion. 

The  losses  of  the  Allies  in  killed  and  wounded  were  2,600  men,  of  this 

number  81  officers  and  1,311  men  were  of  the  six  British  Regiments  :  in 

other  words,  thirty  per  cent,  of  the  British  were  killed  and  wounded, 

while  the  three  Hanoverian  Battalions,  which  were  on  the  left  flank, 

lost  twelve  per  cent.  The  two  regiments  which  suffered  the  most  were 

the  twelfth,  which  lost  302,  and  the  twentieth,  which  lost  326,  of  all 

ranks  :  they  were  in  the  post  of  honour  on  the  right  flank  of  their  res- 

pective Brigades. 

The  French  in  casualties,  variously  reported,  lost  from  seven  to 

eleven  thousand.  Further,  they  lost  most  of  their  baggage,  seventeen 

standards,  and  forty-three  guns.  Afterwards,  in  their  history  of  the 

battle,  they  said  that  all  would  have  gone  well,  and  that  victory  was 

already  in  their  grasp,  had  it  not  been  for  the  Manteaux  (mantle,  or 

cloak)  Corps  of  the  Hanoverians,  which  fell  upon  them,  and  wrested 

victory  from  them.  They  had  mistaken  for  the  name  of  the  battalion 

the  cries  "  Man  tau,  man  tau  !  "  or,  instead  of  dialect,  "  Man  zu,  man 

zu  !  ",  and  "  Man  tau,  man  drup !  ",  or,  instead  of  dialect,  "  Man  zu, 

man  darauf  !  "  :  "  Up  men  !   and,  at  them  !  ". 
The  chief  feature  of  the  Battle  of  Minden  was  the  attack  of  the 

British  Infantry,  which,  although  it  disorganised  his  plans,  showed  the 

generalship  of  Ferdinand,  who  supported  them  when  they  had  advanced 

beyond  recall.  As  a  feat  of  gallantry  it  has  seldom  if  ever  been  surpassed. 

Marshal  Contades  said,  "  I  never  thought  to  see  a  single  line  of  Infantry 
break  through  three  lines  of  Cavalry  ranked  in  order  of  battle,  and 

tumble  them  to  ruin  ". 
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An  officer  who  served  in  the  British  forces  at  Minden,  referring  to 

the  six  regiments  of  Infantry,  stated  that,  notwithstanding  the  loss  they 

sustained  before  they  could  get  up  to  the  enemy,  notwithstanding  the 

repeated  attacks  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  notwithstanding  a  fire  of 

musketry  well  kept-up  by  the  enemy's  infantry,  notwithstanding  their 
being  exposed  in  front  and  flank,  such  was  the  unshaken  firmness  of 

those  troops  that  nothing  could  stop  them  ;  and,  the  whole  body  of 

the  French  Cavalry  was  totally  routed. 

The  chief  of  Ferdinand's  staff  wrote,  "  Never  were  so  many  boots 
and  saddles  seen  on  a  battlefield,  as  opposite  to  the  English  and  the 

Hanoverian  Guards  ". 

The  Artillery  was  directed  by  the  Count  Lippe-Biickeburg.  The 
chief  of  the  staff  recorded  that  everyone  did  well,  but  that  the  British 

Batteries  did  wonders.  Captains  Foy  and  Macbean,  Drummond  and 

Phillips,  gained  for  themselves,  and  for  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Artillery, 
immense  fame. 

The  bravery  at  the  Battle  of  Minden  was  not  one-sided.  A  corps  of 

French  Grenadiers,  of  which  the  commander's  name  was  Perer,  was 
exposed  to  a  battery  that  carried  off  files  at  once.  Not  wishing  them  to 

fall  back,  this  officer  rode  slowly  down  the  front  of  the  line  with  his 

snuff-box  in  his  hand  and,  taking  no  notice  of  the  bullets,  said,  "  Well, 

my  boys,  what's  the  matter  ?  Eh,  cannon  ?  Well,  it  kills  you,  it  kills 

you,  that's  all,  my  boys  ;   march  on,  and  never  mind  it  !  ". 
Prince  Ferdinand  was  a  Commander  of  ability,  resource,  and 

personality,  and  his  appreciation  of  the  Battle  of  Minden  was  conveyed 

to  the  Allied  Army  in  a  general  order,  of  which  the  following  is  a  trans- 

lation : — 

"  Sudhemmern,  August  2nd,  1759. 

"  His  Serene  Highness  commands  the  Adjutant-General  von  Reden, 
to  express  to  the  whole  Army  his  best  thanks  for  the  great  bravery 

which  they  showed  yesterday,  and  especially  for  the  good  bearing, 

particularly  of  the  British  Infantry,  the  two  Battalions  of  Hanoverian 

Guards,  the  whole  of  the  Cavalry  of  the  left  wing,  and  of  the  Corps  of 
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Lieutenant-General  von  Wangenheim,  and,  in  particular,  the  Dragoon- 

-Regiment  of  Holstein  and  the  Hessian  Cavalry,  the  Regiment  du  Corps 
and  the  Hammerstein  Regiment  of  Hanover,  and,  not  least,  of  the  whole 

of  the  brigades  of  artillery.  His  Serene  Highness  hereby  publicly  declares 

that,  next  to  God,  he  ascribes  the  victory  of  this  day  to  the  intrepidity 

and  exceptionally  good  behaviour  of  these  troops.  He  assures  them 

that  his  gratitude  for  it,  as  long  as  he  lives,  will  never  cease,  and,  in 

any  way  he  can  serve  his  brave  troops,  or  any  individual  of  them,  it 

would  be  to  His  Excellency  a  great  pleasure,  should  an  opportunity 

arise.  His  Serene  Highness  commands  the  Adjutant-General  von 

Reden  to  express  in  a  very  special  manner  his  high  esteem  and  gratitude 

to  His  Excellency  General  von  Spoerken,  to  His  Highness  the  Duke  of 

Holstein,  and  to  the  Generals  von  Imhoff  and  Urff.  His  Serene  Highness 

is  infinitely  obliged  to  His  Excellency  Count  von  Buckeburg  for  all  the 

trouble  and  care  which  he  took  in  every  way,  so  that  the  Artillery  were 

served  yesterday  with  exceptional  effect.  Count  von  Reden  is  also 

commanded  to  express  profuse  gratitude  to  the  commanding-officers  of 

the  brigades  of  artillery,  Colonel  Brown,  Lieutenant-Colonel  von  Huth, 

and  Major  Storken,  and  to  the  English  Captains  Phillips,  Drummond 

and  Foy.  His  Serene  Highness  is  infinitely  obliged  to  Majors-General 

Waldegrave  and  Kingsley  for  the  extreme  bravery  with  which  they 

led  forward  their  brigades. 

"  His  Serene  Highness  commands  the  following  message  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  Marquis  of  Granby,  that  he  is  convinced  that  had  he 

been  fortunate  enough  to  have  had  him  at  the  head  of  the  Cavalry  of  the 

right  wing,  his  presence  would  have  greatly  assisted  in  bringing  the 

day  to  a  far  more  complete  and  more  brilliant  issue. 

"  In  conclusion,  His  Serene  Highness  commands  that  it  may  be 
made  known  to  those  who  were  immediately  in  touch  with  him,  whose 

behaviour  he  especially  admired,  namely,  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 

Colonel  Fitzroy,  Captain  Ligonier,  Colonel  Watson,  Captain  Wilson 

aide-de-camp  to  Major-General  Waldegrave,  Adjutant-General  von 

Estorff,  the  Adjutants-in-Chief  von  Biilow,  Derenthal,  Count  Taube  and 
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Malortie,  that  he  has  great  reason  for  satisfaction  with  their  bearing. 

Lastly,  His  Serene  Highness  desires  and  orders  the  Generals  of  the 

Army  to  carry  out  instantly  and  exactly,  whatever  the  occasion  may  be, 

any  orders  brought  to  them  by  his  Adjutants-in-Chief  ". 

Captain  Macbean's  name  was  inadvertently  omitted,  but  this 
omission  was  made  good  by  a  special  letter  from  Prince  Ferdinand. 

The  six  British  Regiments  of  Infantry  by  their  extraordinary 

bravery  stand  as  an  example  of  the  highest  ideal  of  combined  courage 

and  determination  in  the  stress  of  battle.  They  took  the  initiative,  and, 

although  by  an  error  they  changed  the  plans  of  the  General,  they  carried 

it  through,  with  overwhelming  powers  of  destruction  burled  against  them, 

to  a  triumphant  victory.  Their  attack  on  the  French  Cavalry  showed 

the  highest  state  of  military  discipline,  coolness  and  courage. 

Madame  de  Pompadour,  in  a  letter  to  the  wife  of  Marshal  Con- 

-tades,  dated  August,  1759,  wrote,  "  this  horrible  defeat  at  Minden  is 
the  most  melancholy  check  that  we  have  received  during  the  whole 

war  :  I  am  sorry,  both  for  your  sake  and  for  mine,  that  it  should  have 

been  Monsieur  de  Contades  who  was  there  ". 
Ferdinand  bestowed  unstinted  praise  upon  all  his  troops,  except 

on  the  Cavalry  of  the  right  under  Lord  George  Sackville,  in  connection 

with  which,  in  contrast  to  the  brilliant  performance  of  the  Infantry,  we 

have  the  dark  episode  showing  deliberate  and  persistent  misbehaviour 

and  disobedience  on  the  part  of  a  General.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive 

that  a  General-Officer,  commanding  a  large  force  of  Cavalry,  could 

stand  by  and  watch  six  regiments  of  his  own  nation,  one  of  which  he 

had  commanded,  attacked  by  Cavalry,  Artillery,  and  Infantry,  and  not 

move  to  their  assistance.  It  is  incomprehensible  that  Lord  George 

Sackville  should  have  remained  obdurate,  and  that  he  should  have 

ignored  five  distinct  orders  to  charge  the  enemy,  and  that  then  he 

should  have  prevented  Lord  Granby,  his  second  in  command,  from 

acting. 

Sackville  had  fought,  and  had  been  wounded,  at  Fontenoy .  In  private 

life,  he  had  fought  duels,  which  were  presumably  a  test  of  courage  ;  yet, 
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Horace  Walpole  has  recorded  that  the  troops  who  were  engaged  under 

him  at  St.  Malo  openly  asserted  that  he  had  no  desire  to  meet  the  enemy. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  at  Minden  he  was  influenced  by  personal 

jealousy,  or  dislike,  of  Ferdinand.  Lord  George  was  the  first  Viscount 

Sackville.  There  is  no  doubt  as  to  his  ability,  and  he  was,  at  one  time, 

credited  with  the  authorship  of  the  "  Junius  Letters  ",  written  between 
1769  and  1772,  severely  inveighing  against  the  conduct  of  the  King, 

and  of  certain  members  of  the  Government.  He  felt  his  self-sufficiency 

as  a  prominent  member  of  one  of  the  governing  families,  who,  if  not 

above  receiving  orders,  was  strong  enough  to  be  a  law  unto  himself  in 

circumstances  in  which  he  should  have  rendered  obedience. 

Sackville  was  commanded  by  George  the  Second  to  return  to 

England,  aDd  in  April,  1760,  he  was  tried  by  Court  Martial,  found  guilty 

of  disobedience  of  orders,  and  adjudged  unfit  to  serve  His  Majesty  in 

any  military  capacity  whatever.  This  sentence  the  King  declared  to  be 

worse  than  death.  George  the  Second  died  in  October,  aDd  one  of  the 

first  recorded  acts  in  the  new  reign  is,  that  the  Court  of  George  the  Third 

"  gave  a  cordial  welcome  to  Lord  George  Sackville  ",  and  this,  be  it 
remembered,  in  the  year  following  the  Battle  of  Minden.  A  sufficient 

and  just  commentary  upon  this  desecration  of  the  kingly  authority,  is 

the  reproach  of  posterity  for  the  loss  of  the  American  Colonies,  shared 

by  George  the  Third  and  his  Minister  of  War,  Lord  George  Germain, 
otherwise  Sackville. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

MINDEN,    AND    AFTER. 

* 

The  year  1759  had  come  to  an  end.  It  was  the  worst  year  for 

Frederick,  but  for  George  the  Second  and  England  it  was  a  year  of  great 

and  momentous  events.  Pitt  was  the  Prime  Minister.  On  August  1st, 

there  was  the  victory  of  Minden,  and  in  six  weeks  to  a  day  from  that 

date  was  the  capture  by  Wolfe  of  Quebec,  and  with  it  the  conquest  of 
Canada. 

Wolfe  fell  mortally  wounded.  The  loss  of  blood  excites  thirst, 

and  the  dying  hero  called  for  water.  "  They  run  !  they  run  ! "  ex- 

-claimed  an  officer  near  him.  ' '  Who  run  ?  "  cried  Wolfe.  "  The  enemy  ", 

was  the  reply.  Then  said  he,  "  God  be  praised,  I  die  happy  ".  This 
was  on  September  13th.  Montcalm,  his  gallant  French  opponent,  died 

the  next  day,  and  Quebec  capitulated  on  September  18th,  1759.  Had 

it  not  been  for  the  employment  of  the  large  French  force  at  Minden, 

Montcalm  might  have  outmatched  Wolfe  by  vastly  greater  strength. 

On  November  20th,  Sir  Edward  Hawke  destroyed  the  French  Fleet 

in  Quiberon  Bay,  with  the  result  that  France  disappeared  as  a  maritime 

power.  The  capture  of  the  Island  of  Guadeloupe  in  the  West  Indies, 

and  of  the  Island  of  Goree  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  followed  by  the 

withdrawal  of  the  French  Fleet  from  the  East  Indian  Seas,  completed 

for  England  a  series  of  victories  that  are  without  parallel. 

This  year  as  Pitt  designed  it,  and  as  the  nation,  and  the  people  of 

his  day,  received  and  accepted  it,  was  in  reality  the  first  year  of  the 

British  Empire.  Soldiers  and  sailors  found,  employed,  and  promoted, 

responded  with  a  rare  devotion  to  the  genius  of  the  Statesman  by 

whom  they  were  selected.  Wolfe,  the  two  Howes,  Amherst,  Anson, 

Hawke,  and  Saunders  won  lasting  fame.  Wolfe  was  the  first  and 

greatest  exponent  of  the  power  of  a  combination  of  sea  and  land  forces. 
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"  Canada  was  won  in  Germany  "  was  the  expression  of  Pitt,  and  this 
famous  expression  was  accepted  as  serious  by  Thomas  Carlyle,  John 

Richard  Green,  and  Frederic  Harrison  :  in  fact,  Carlyle  and  Green 

asserted  that  Pitt  founded  the  United  States  of  America. 

Admiral  Mahan  attributes  the  success  of  England  to  her  over- 

-whelming  power  at  sea.  Julian  S.  Corbett,  in  his  brilliant  review  of 

Naval  Strategy  in  "  England  in  the  Seven  Years'  War  ",  says  that  to 

accept  the  above  famous  dictum  is  to  misconceive  Pitt's  policy,  and 
that  he  used  it  when  he  had  won  all  that  for  which  he  wished,  and 

when  he  was  protesting  against  the  Government  of  King  George  the 

Third  for  their  desertion  of  England's  ally,  Frederick  the  Great.  The 
military  historian  J.  W.  Fortescue  takes  the  larger  view,  that  Pitt  spoke 

half  the  truth,  and  that,  in  effect,  not  only  Canada,  and  America,  but 

also  the  East  and  the  West  Indies,  in  other  words,  the  British  Empire 

was  won  in  Germany.  This  is  the  general  verdict  of  posterity,  a  verdict 

which  is  not  lessened  by  the  difference  of  opinion  amongst  students 

and  experts,  as  to  the  precise  policy  and  means  by  which  it  was 
obtained. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

THE  CAMPAIGN   OF   1760:    WARBURG. 

It  was  not  until  the  middle  of  January,  1760,  that  the  Allies  were 

allowed  to  retire  to  their  winter-quarters.  Osnabriick  (or,  Osnaburg) 

was  assigned  to  the  British,  and  in  that  district  they  remained  until  May 

12th,  when  they  were  concentrated  at  Paderborn  under  the  command  of 

the  Marquis  of  Granby.  A  week  later  Prince  Ferdinand  was  with  the 

main  portion  of  the  army  at  Fritzlar,  while  the  British  and  the  Prussians 

held  the  line  from  Coesfeld  to  Hamm.  The  Allies  held  these  positions, 

the  French  remaining  inactive  until  June  22nd,  when  Broglie  advanced 

with  one  wing  of  the  army  from  Giessen. 

Ferdinand  wished  to  force  Broglie  into  action  before  he  could 

effect  a  junction  with  the  Corps  commanded  by  Count  St.  Germain.  His 

design,  however,  was  frustrated  by  an  error  of  judgment  on  the  part  of 

General  Imhoff,  who  withdrew  the  advanced  Corps  to  Kirchhain. 

Broglie  continued  his  advance,  and,  by  the  end  of  June,  the  two 

Armies  were  standing  face  to  face  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Neustadt, 

where  they  remained  until  July  8th,  when  Ferdinand  learned  that  Broglie 

was  moving  with  the  evident  intention  of  joining  hands  with 
St.  Germain. 

Ferdinand  having  ordered  the  whole  army  to  advance,  pushed  for- 

-ward  the  Hereditary  Prince  with  a  division,  to  seize  the  Heights  of 
Corbach,  commanding  a  defile  through  which  the  French  must  pass. 

The  French,  however,  had  the  advantage  of  a  good  start,  and  those 

from  the  North  under  St.  Germain  had  cleared  the  defile,  and  were 

forming  in  order  of  battle,  when  the  Hereditary  Prince  reached  the  Plain 

of  Sachsenhausen.  It  is  supposed  that  Ferdinand  saw  only  a  portion 

of  the  enemy,  or  that  he  underestimated  their  numbers.  However  this 

may  have  been,  he  decided  at  once  to  attack  :  but,  the  weight  of  numbers, 

31 



MINDEN  AND  THE  SEVEN  YEARS'  WAR 

and  the  continuous  stream  of  reinforcements,  inflicted  upon  him  a 

heavy  repulse,  with  a  loss  of  800  men  and  19  guns.  The  Hereditary- 
Prince  covered  the  retreat  of  his  main  body,  with  the  British  Infantry, 

and,  when  at  one  time  the  5th,  24th,  50th,  and  51st  Regiments  were 

seriously  involved,  he  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  Bland's  and  Howard's 
(1st  and  3rd)  Dragoons,  and  made  a  gallant  charge  to  save  the  infantry. 

Such  was  the  opening  of  the  Campaign  for  the  year,  and,  for  the 

Allies,  it  was  a  discouraging  one  :  but,  in  spite  of  this  and  the  fact  that 

the  French  troops  opposed  to  them  numbered  two  to  one,  such  was  the 

confidence  of  the  Army  in  their  leader  and  of  the  commander  in  his  men, 

that  morale  compensated  fully  for  disparity  in  numbers. 

Broglie  now  appeared  to  be  threatening  the  right  flank  of  the 

Allies,  and  Ferdinand,  therefore,  detached  a  division  under  the  Here- 

-ditary  Prince  to  attack  the  French  force  commanded  by  General 
de  Glaubitz. 

On  the  morning  of  July  16th,  the  Hereditary  Prince  made  a  recon- 

naissance from  Treysa  with  his  mounted  troops,  and  found  the  enemy 

in  an  opening  of  the  mountains,  with  their  left  touching  a  forest  at  the 

village  of  Emsdorf,  and  their  right  sheltered  behind  the  village  of 

Erksdorf,  in  which  they  had  not  placed  a  single  man.  They  were  resting 

without  piquets,  guards,  or  any  other  precautions  customary  for  an 

army  operating  in  an  enemy's  country.  As  soon  as  the  infantry  came 
up,  the  Hereditary  Prince  led  them  and  a  portion  of  the  Cavalry  through 

the  forest,  making  a  detour,  and  brought  them  on  to  the  left  flank  of  the 

enemy,  which  was  completely  taken  by  surprise  ;  and,  before  they  could 

properly  form,  the  Prince's  infantry  had  shattered  them  with  a  volley. 
One  body  fell  back  upon  another ;  but,  before  they  could  get  into  proper 

formation,  General  Luckner,  responding  to  the  sound  of  the  firing, 

charged  with  his  Cavalry,  to  the  complete  discomfiture  of  the  French,  who 

took  refuge  in  the  forest.  They  were  pursued  to  Langenheim,  where 

the  Prussian  infantry  took  possession  of  the  bridge  over  the  River  Ohm. 

By  this  time,  Elliott's  Light  Dragoons  (the  15th)  had  come  up  on  the 
right,  and  cut  the  enemy  off  from  the  road  leading  to  Amoneburg.    The 
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Dragoons  and  some  Hussars  were  led  by  the  Hereditary  Prince  through 

a  wood  on  to  a  plain,  where  they  again  charged  the  enemy  who  were 

heading  for  Nieder-Kleyn. 

The  Dragoons  charged  the  French  four  times,  and  at  last  succeeded 

in  separating  from  the  main  force  a  body  of  500,  which  they  surrounded, 

and  compelled  to  surrender.  The  French  account  of  the  action  says, 

"the  British  Cavalry  gave  them  no  respite  ". 
Another  body  of  the  French  which  had  occupied  a  wood  near 

Nieder-Kleyn  was  attacked  and  surrendered.  The  French  loss  was 

heavy,  the  number  of  the  prisoners  alone  being  2,500.  The  honours  of 

the  day  fell  to  Elliott's  Light  Dragoons  under  Major  Erskine  :  they 
charged  the  French  four  times,  captured  nine  pairs  of  colours,  and 

thus  distinguished  themselves  in  this  their  first  engagement. 

The  subsequent  movements  of  the  French  disclosed  an  intention  of 

separating  the  division  of  General  von  Spoerken  from  the  main  body,  and 

of  cutting  off  the  Allies  from  Cassel ;  and  so,  Ferdinand  sent  the 

Hereditary  Prince  to  the  General's  assistance,  while  he  with  the  main 

body  made  a  night  march  to  Cassel.  Ferdinand's  rear-guard  was 
repeatedly  pressed  by  the  French  during  this  march,  and  the  march  of 

the  division  of  General  von  Spoerken  was  also  much  harassed,  fighting 

constantly  for  two  days  in  a  most  difficult  country. 

The  object  of  Broglie  was  to  cut  the  Allies  off  from  Westphalia. 

Chevalier  De  Muy  occupied  Warburg,  Broglie  marched  on  lines  parallel  to 

Ferdinand,  while  a  third  body  of  the  French  kept  a  guard  over  Cassel. 

Leaving  General  Kielmansegge  to  protect  Cassel,  Ferdinand  decided 

to  fall  upon  Muy  at  Warburg,  and  with  this  intention  he  crossed  the 

Diemel  between  Liebenau  and  Dringleberg.  Spoerken's  division  began 

the  movement  at  4  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  July  29th.  The  division 
of  the  Hereditary  Prince  followed  the  same  evening,  and  it  included  a 

British  brigade,  consisting  of  two  battalions  of  Grenadiers,  two  battalions 

of  Highlanders,  and  four  squadrons  of  Cavalry.  The  main  body  left 

camp  on  the  following  night,  crossed  the  Diemel  at  Liebenau  in  six 

columns,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  it  was  arranged  on  the  heights 
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near  Korbecke.  The  French  had  taken  up  a  strong  defensive  position, 

their  right  resting  on  Warburg,  and  their  left  on  the  hill  of  Ossendorf. 

Fischer's  Corps  held  the  town  of  Warburg. 
Ferdinand  resolved  that  the  Hereditary  Prince  and  General  von 

Spoerken  should  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank  at  Ossendorf,  while  the 
main  army  under  his  direction  made  an  attack  in  front.  On  the  night 

of  the  31st,  the  Hereditary  Prince  marched  to  Donkelburg  in  two  columns, 

which  he  formed  in  two  lines,  with  his  left  at  Dossel,  and  his  right  near 

Grimbeke.  Without  loss  of  time,  and  perhaps  with  undue  precipitation, 

he  attacked  the  French  and  forced  them  to  fall  back  upon  Warburg. 

Ferdinand's  men  were  marching  at  full  speed  to  make  the  main  assault 

on  the  front  of  the  enemy's  line,  but  they  could  not  get  up  iu  time  to 
second  the  flank  attack  of  the  Hereditary  Prince.  The  march  was  so 

pressed  that  many  men  fell  down  in  the  ranks  from  over-exertion. 

Ferdinand  ordered  the  Marquis  of  Granby  to  bring  the  British  Cavalry 

into  action  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  they  covered  the  five  miles  at  a 

sharp  trot.  As  soon  as  the  Cavalry  came  within  striking  distance,  Lord 

Granby  deployed  them  into  two  lines,  and  led  them  personally  against 

the  French  Cavalry,  of  which  the  majority  turned  and  fled.  His  hat 

fell  off  in  the  charge,  and  his  uncovered  bald  head,  shining  in  the  sun-light, 

was  a  subject  of  good-natured  merriment  throughout  the  War.  Turning 

aside  from  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy's  Cavalry,  he  launched  his  squadrons 
against  their  Infantry,  who  left  their  ranks,  throwing  down  their  arms, 

and,  crossing  the  River  Diemel  in  wild  disorder,  took  refuge  in  the  town 

of  Warburg.  The  British  Artillery  under  Captain  Phillips  galloped  to 

the  bank  of  the  Diemel,  and  kept  up  such  an  incessant  fire,  that  the 

French  were  prevented  from  reforming  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 

river.  An  attack  was  then  made  upon  Warburg,  when  the  enemy  began 

a  general  retreat,  and  were  pursued  by  the  Cavalry  under  Lord  Granby. 

In  this  battle,  the  British  Cavalry,  under  another  Commander,  redeemed 

the  credit  which  they  had  lost  at  Minden.  Of  the  Infantry,  the  British 

Grenadiers — that  is  to  say,  the  Grenadier  Companies  from  all  the 

regiments,  fighting  as  two  Grenadier  Battalions — ,  according  to  authentic 

34 



MINDEN  AND  THE  SEVEN  YEARS'  WAR 

accounts,  performed  wonders.  Colonel  Beckwith,  who  commanded  the 

brigade,  was  wounded.  The  French  lost  15,000  men  killed  and  wounded, 

two  thousand  prisoners,  and  ten  guns.  The  British  lost  590  men  killed 

and  wounded,  and,  of  these,  415  were  Grenadiers  and  Highlanders. 

It  may  be  added  that  Colonel  Beckwith  was  one  of  Wolfe's  captains. 

He  distinguished  himself  as  a  Brigadier  throughout  the  Seven  Years' 
War.  At  the  close  of  the  War,  he  left  the  English  service,  and  became 

the  second-in-command  of  the  Free-Corps  of  6,000  men,  formed  by- 
Frederick.  Finding  that  his  finances  would  not  admit  of  his  retaining  it, 

he  disbanded  the  Corps,  refusing  claims  for  compensation  with  the 

remark,  "  you  get  nothing,  you  stole  like  ravens  ". 
After  the  fight  at  Warburg,  there  was  a  pause  until  August  22nd, 

when  the  Hereditary  Prince  crossed  the  Diemel  at  the  head  of  1,200 

men,  to  harass  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  which  took  refuge  in  the 

town  of  Zierenberg.  He  determined  now  to  attempt  a  surprise.  On 

September  5th,  he  ordered  five  battalions,  a  detachment  of  Highlanders, 

and  eight  squadrons  of  Cavalry,  to  be  ready  to  leave  their  camp  at 

8  o'clock  in  the  evening.  Tents  were  to  remain  standing.  The  column 

was  led  by  Maxwell's  Grenadiers,  a  detachment  of  Kingsley's,  and  the 
Highlanders.  After  marching  about  three  miles  from  the  Diemel,  they 

were  met  by  the  Light  Troops,  who  were  to  assist  in  the  attack  by 

intercepting  any  of  the  enemy  attempting  to  enter,  or  to  leave,  Zieren- 

-berg.  The  Greys  and  the  Inniskillings  were  in  position  at  a  wood  near 

Malzberg,  and  Malzberg  was  held  by  a  battalion  of  Grenadiers.  Two 

Infantry  Regiments  and  some  Dragoons  were  posted  at  intervals  between 

Malzberg  and  Zierenberg  to  cover  the  retreat,  if  necessary.  On  reaching 

a  mill  about  two  miles  from  the  town  of  Zierenberg,  and  in  sight  of  the 

enemy's  main  guard,  Maxwell's  Grenadiers,  Kingsley's  Regiment,  and 
the  Highlanders  separated,  each  taking  a  different  road  to  the  town. 

They  were  challenged  by  the  piquets,  who  made  no  attempt  to  recon- 

-noitre.  The  three  bodies  advanced  in  silence  :  but,  in  pushing  their 
way  through  some  gardens,  the  noise  of  their  trampling  feet  was  heard, 

and  this  gave  the  alarm  to  the  enemy,  who  began  to  fire.    The  Grenadiers, 
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with  firelocks  unloaded,  rushed  through  the  piquets,  disposed  of  the 

guard  at  the  gate,  and  entered  the  town.  The  surprise  was  so  complete, 

that  the  French  could  not  gather  together  in  any  strong  formation,  but 

took  to  the  houses,  from  which  they  fired  upon  the  British  in  the  streets. 

The  houses  were  cleared  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  the  loss  of  the 

enemy  exceeding  one  hundred  men,  while  the  attacking  party  had  only 

ten  casualties,  which  was  considered  wonderful  in  a  night-attack.  The 

account  by  the  French  General  expresses  great  admiration  for  the  silence 

and  intrepidity  of  Colonel  Beckwith's  Grenadiers  in  making  the  attack. 

The  Prince  ordered  a  retreat  at  3  o'clock,  and  the  camp  at  Warburg 

was  reached  at  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  6th. 

Wesel,  the  base  for  one-half  of  Broglie's  army  was  an  alluring 
object  for  Prince  Ferdinand.  If  he  could  seize  it  the  French  would  be  cut 

adrift.  Three  weeks  were  spent  in  making  preparations  for  a  siege. 

Towards  the  end  of  September  everything  was  ready,  and  a  heavy  siege- 

-train  of  artillery  under  Count  Lippe-Biickeburg,  with  an  escort  of  10,000 

men,  under  the  command  of  the  Hereditary  Prince,  marched  for  Wesel. 

Broglie,  on  hearing  of  this  movement,  despatched  a  strong  corps  under 

the  Marquis  de  Castries  to  follow  them.  To  counteract  this,  Ferdinand 

sent  ten  battalions  of  British  Infantry  and  three  regiments  of  Cavalry  to 

reinforce  the  Hereditary  Prince.  The  French  General  was  strengthened 

still  further,  and  the  Hereditary  Prince  decided  to  bring  matters  to  a 

conclusion.  The  French  were  in  number  superior  to  the  Allies,  and 

they  held  a  very  strong  position.  In  their  front  was  a  canal.  Their 

right  rested  on  Rheinberg,  and  their  left  was  covered  by  the  Convent 

known  as  Kloster  Kampen  and  the  village  of  Kampenbroecke.  Access 

to  Kampenbroecke  was  possible  only  through  a  wooded  morass,  and 

communication  between  the  village  and  the  Convent  was  by  a  bridge 

over  the  canal.  To  reach  the  French  camp,  it  was  necessary  to  pass 

the  bridge  and  the  Convent,  and  both  were  held  by  Fischer's  irregular 
corps  of  7,000  men.  By  surprise  alone  could  the  Hereditary  Prince 

effect  his  purpose. 

On  October  15th,  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  the  force  marched  from 
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their  camp,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  the  leading  division 

came  upon  the  French  outposts,  about  half  a  league  from  Kloster 

Kampen.  Contrary  to  orders  some  shots  were  fired,  and  the  bridge  was 

seized.  The  French  irregulars,  separated  from  their  main  body,  were 

attacked  and  overwhelmed.  The  firing  had  now  alarmed  the  French  camp. 

Meanwhile,  the  Hereditary  Prince  at  the  head  of  the  British  Grena- 

diers made  his  way  into  the  village  of  Kampenbroecke,  which  fell  into 

his  hands  before  the  French  were  aware  of  his  presence.  A  French  Officer, 

visiting  his  outposts,  came  upon  the  Prince,  and  at  the  cost  of  his  life 

gave  the  alarm.  Battalions  were  hurried  into  the  fight,  which  now 

became  general  in  the  village  and  in  the  adjoining  wood.  Although 

outnumbered,  the  Prince  continued  the  struggle,  the  British  and  the 

Hanoverians  fighting  with  great  gallantry,  until  he  was  wounded  and  the 

ammunition  had  failed,  when  they  gave  way.  If  the  British  reserves 

under  General  Howard  had  come  up  when  they  were  sent  for,  they  would 

have  saved  the  day  :  but,  their  failure  was  the  result  of  a  pure  misadven- 

-ture.  They  arrived,  however,  in  time  to  cover  the  retreat,  though  the 

French  pursuit  had  been  checked  previously  by  a  very  gallant  charge  of 

Elliott's  Light  Dragoons  (15th).  This  was  a  very  stubborn  and  sanguinary 

battle,  "  a  many-winged  intricate  night-battle,"  according  to  Carlyle. 
The  French  lost  2,630  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  between  three  and 

four  hundred  prisoners.  The  Allies  lost  1,300  men  killed  and  wounded, 

a  considerable  number  of  prisoners,  two  guns,  and  one  pair  of  colours. 

The  siege  of  Wesel  was  raised,  and  earlier  than  usual,  on  account  of 

the  inclemency  of  the  weather  and  the  impassable  condition  of  the 

roads,  Ferdinand  ordered  the  army  into  winter  quarters,  the  British 

being  assigned  to  the  line  of  the  Diemel  and  Wesel. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Marquis  de  Castries,  dated  November,  1760,  Madame 

de  Pompadour  writes,  "  I  thank  you  for  your  letter,  and  especially  for 
your  victory  (at  Kloster  Kampen).  This  little  affair  with  the  Prince  of 

Brunswick  is  a  consolation  in  the  torrent  of  calamities  which  pours  upon 

us  from  all  sides.  .  .  .  The  Prince  of  Brunswick  is  always  to  be 

feared,  and  his  retreat  is  not  that  of  a  man  who  is  afraid  ". 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

VELLINGHAUSEN  :    1761. 

The  new  year,  1761,  was  opened  by  the  French  with  a  surprise-attack 

on  the  post  of  Stadtberg,  commanded  by  Major  de  Laune,  a  valiant 

soldier,  who  died  fighting  rather  than  allow  himself  to  fall  into  their 

hands.    No  less  than  180  men  were  made  prisoners  in  this  affair. 

De  Laune  was  a  friend  of  Wolfe,  who  described  him  as  being 

formed  by  nature  for  service  in  an  American  Campaign.  He  served 

with  the  rifle-men  commanded  by  the  Honourable  William  Howe, 

who  led  the  advance  up  the  Heights  of  Abraham  :  they  were  both 

trained  by  Wolfe,  and  de  Laune  was  a  beneficiary  under  his  will  to 

the  extent  of  £100.  Major  de  Laune  is  the  hero  of  a  work  of  fiction 

entitled  "  Amyott  Brough".  Representatives  of  his  family  live  at 
Sharsted  Court,  Sittingbourne. 

Several  untoward  incidents  followed,  and  among  them  was  the 

failure  of  two  or  three  combinations  projected  for  the  conquest  of  Hesse. 

Ferdinand  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the  Ohm  to  the  Eder,  as  Broglie 

was  making  a  rapid  advance  in  overwhelming  strength. 

The  Hereditary  Prince  at  Gruenberg  was  attacked  by  three 

divisions  of  Cavalry.  The  column  at  his  right  flank  was  concealed  by  a 

wood  :  and,  as  the  Hanoverian  troops  were  entering  a  defile  they  were 

attacked,  and  2,000  of  them  were  made  prisoners.  This  unfortunate 

loss  allowed  Ferdinand  no  option  but  to  raise  the  siege  of  Cassel,  which 

occurred  on  the  last  day  of  March,  and  once  more  the  Army  was  sent 

into  winter-quarters  for  a  long  and  much-needed  rest. 

The  French  Court,  tired  and  worn  out  by  the  drain  upon  their 

Army  and  their  financial  resources,  decided  to  make  in  the  campaign 

this  year  a  supreme  effort  to  bring  the  war  to  a  close ;  and  so,  they  raised 

the  Army  commanded  by  Prince  Soubise,  called  the  Army  of  the  Rhine, 
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to  100,000  men,  and  the  Army  under  Broglie,  to  60,000  men.  Their 

plan  of  campaign  was  as  follows.  Soubise  was  to  attack  Ferdinand  and 

draw  his  attention,  while  Broglie  advanced  into  Hanover.  Ferdinand 

had  only  100,000  men  to  meet  160,000  men  of  the  enemy. 

On  March  27th,  the  Allies  crossed  the  Eder,  the  passage  being 

covered  by  the  Hereditary  Prince.  The  French  remained  dormant 

from  this  date  to  the  end  of  June,  when  Soubise  crossed  the  Rhine  and 

advanced  to  Dortmund.  Ferdinand  concentrated  his  Army  at 

Paderborn.  On  the  19th,  the  Allies,  with  the  exception  of  General  von 

Spoerken's  Corps,  were  encamped  on  the  heights  of  Neuhaus,  and  two 
days  later  they  marched  in  six  columns  to  Geseke.  Early  in  July, 

Ferdinand  by  a  forced  march  brought  his  Army  in  rear  of  that  of  Soubise 

at  Dortmund.  When  the  latter  moved  to  Soest,  Ferdinand  followed 

him.  By  July  10th,  the  French  were  nearly  twice  the  strength  of  the 

Allies,  who  were  at  Hohenover.  Between  July  10th  and  15th,  the 

French  Marshals  had  made  frequent  reconnaissances  of  Ferdinand's 
position  which  extended  along  a  range  of  heights  from  the  River  Lippe, 

on  which  his  left  flank  rested,  to  Hilbeck.  The  Hereditary  Prince 

commanded  the  corps  on  the  right  of  the  line,  from  the  village  of  Hilbeck, 

which  he  covered  in  the  form  of  a  crescent,  to  Illingen.  This  village 

stood  between  the  left  of  the  Hereditary  Prince  and  the  right  of  General 

Conway's  Corps,  consisting  of  the  Brigade  of  Guards  and  the  Infantry 

Brigades  of  Townshend  and  Douglas.  Conway's  Corps  formed  almost 
an  echelon  with  the  stream  known  as  Salz  Bach  in  their  front.  The 

River  Aasse  on  their  left,  which  could  be  crossed  only  by  a  bridge, 

separated  them  from  Howard's  Corps,  composed  of  the  Brigades  of 
Lord  Pembroke  and  of  Lord  Frederick  Cavendish,  which  stood  in  front 

of  the  hamlet  of  Kirch  Dinker.  On  the  left  of  Howard,  and  between 

him  and  Lord  Granby,  the  line  was  continued  by  the  Corps  commanded 

by  the  Prince  of  Anhalt.  The  British  Brigades  of  Beckwith,  Sandford 

and  Harvey,  under  Lord  Granby,  held  the  salient  point  of  Ferdinand's 
line,  and  they  were  on  the  heights  above  Vellinghausen,  which  was  in 

their  front.     The  extreme  left  of  the  position  on  the  River  Lippe  was 
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defended  by  the  Corps  of  Generals  Wutgenau  and  Wolfe.  The  Salz 

Bach  was  an  almost  impassable  quagmire,  except  at  the  village  of 

Scheidingen,  which  was  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  advance  of 

Illingen.  These  two  villages  marked  the  centre  of  the  allied  line  of 

defence. 

The  French  plan  was  to  concentrate  their  main  attack  on  Granby's 
position,  while  Soubise  was  to  draw  the  attention  of  Ferdinand  by  assailing 

Scheidingen,  and  to  embarass  him  further  by  sending  a  column  to  work 

round  the  right  of  the  Hereditary  Prince.  On  the  evening  of  July  15th, 

the  French  drove  in  Granby's  outposts  from  Haus  Nehele  and  occupied 

the  village  of  Nordel  (or,  Narteln) .  Through  some  mistake,  Wutgenau's 
Corps  was  not  in  the  position  assigned  to  it,  and  it  was  surprised  in  its 

camp.  Granby's  troops  also  were  surprised,  but  quickly  got  into  position, 

and  held  their  ground  until  Wutgenau's  troops  came  into  fighting  line. 

The  French  continued  the  attack  until  10  o'clock,  and,  even  if  their 
effort  was  premature,  they  gained  some  advantages.  As  it  was  obvious 

that  Broglie,  who  commanded  the  French  right,  intended  to  carry 

Granby's  position,  Ferdinand  strengthened  that  part  of  his  line  during 

the  night  of  the  15th,  and  massed  his  Artillery  on  Granby's  left  front. 
These  tactical  movements  caused  unrest  and  some  small  combats  during 

the  hours  between  dark  and  dawn.  At  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
16th,  the  French  Marshal  resumed  the  fight  by  attacking  Wutgenau, 

and  at  the  same  time  the  French  Artillery  tried  to  secure  the  hill  which 

commanded  Granby's  position.  Ferdinand  ordered  the  British 
Battalions  of  Majors  Maxwell,  Campbell  and  Keith,  with  some 

Hanoverian  Battalions,  to  seize  this  height.  This  they  accomplished  with 

great  resolution  and  intrepidity,  Maxwell's  Battalion  making  prisoners 
of  the  regiment  of  Rouge,  consisting  of  four  Battalions,  with  its  guns 

and  colours.  The  Hereditary  Prince  being  harassed  by  a  heavy  artillery- 

-fire,  Ferdinand  went  to  his  assistance  with  Lord  Frederick  Cavendish's 
Brigade  :  but,  before  they  reached  him,  the  French  had  desisted. 

Three  attacks  on  the  passages  of  the  Salz   Bach   in  the    centre 

of   the   allied   position  were   made   simultaneously,  two   being   feints, 
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while  the  real  attack  was  delivered  against  the  bridge  and  village  of 

Scheidingen,  which  were  carried.  Here  they  were  checked  by  the 

defenders  of  an  old  redoubt,  who  repulsed  seven  vigorous  attacks. 

The  Irish  Brigade  made  an  effort  to  carry  this  part  of  the  allied  position, 

but  they  were  driven  back  with  considerable  loss.  Broglie  having 

failed  to  make  any  impression  on  the  allied  left,  withdrew  his  force,  and 

so  came  to  an  end  the  Battle  of  Vellinghausen.  The  French  casualties 

were  over  5,000  men,  with  the  loss  of  nine  guns  and  six  colours.  The 

Allies  lost  300  men  killed,  and  1,000  men  wounded. 

Numerous  small  affairs  of  outposts,  attacks  of  isolated  positions, 

and  harassing  movements,  followed  Vellinghausen,  but  nothing  calling 

for  detailed  description. 

In  November,  the  Army  went  into  cantonments  near  Eimbeck,  and, 

early  in  December,  into  winter-quarters,  the  British  being  located  in  the 
Bishopric  of  Osnaburg. 
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CHAPTER   VIII. 

WILHELMSTHAL  AND  AMONEBURQ :    176a. 

The  campaign  of  1762  opened  with  the  knowledge  common  to  all 

ranks,  that  the  Government  of  George  the  Third  was  determined  to 

bring  about  peace,  and  to  withdraw  British  support  from  Frederick.  This 

knowledge  naturally  produced  a  feeling  of  disquietude,  and  no  doubt, 

unconsciously,  it  induced  a  spirit  of  carelessness  and  indifference  to 

many  of  the  minor  details  and  precautions  necessary  on  active  service. 

The  Government  did  not  fill  up  the  depleted  ranks  of  the  regiments, 

and  this  delayed  the  commencement  of  active  operations  by  Ferdinand. 

However,  in  spite  of  these  drawbacks,  this  able  Commander  was  first 

in  the  field.  On  May  24th,  he  made  a  reconnaissance  of  the  French 

position  near  Gottingen. 

The  main  army  of  the  French  was  commanded  now  by  Marshals 

Soubise  and  d'Estrees,  who  had  80,000  men  under  their  immediate 
command.  The  second  Army,  called  the  Army  of  the  Rhine,  was  under 
the  Prince  of  Conde\ 

The  negotiations  for  peace  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government 

had  one  advantage  for  Ferdinand,  inasmuch  as  the  French  were  induced 

to  remain  stationary,  instead  of  acting  upon  the  offensive.  The  line 

which  they  then  held  was  roughly  one  from  Cassel  to  Gottingen, 

Gottingen  being  about  60  miles  south-east  of  Hanover.  Ferdinand  sent 

the  Hereditary  Prince  to  watch  the  Army  under  Cond6,  while  he  prepared 

to  attack  Soubise.  By  June  20th,  Granby  and  the  British  were  at 

Warburg,  the  main  body  of  the  Allies  being  concentrated  at  Korbecke. 

General  Luckner  was  posted  to  observe  a  French  Corps  under  Prince 

Xavier,  encamped  between  Werra  and  Gottingen  with,  as  it  was  antici- 

-pated,  the  intention  of  raiding  Hanover.    Luckner  was  ordered  also  to 
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seize  the   castle  of  Zappaburg,   so  as   to  secure  the  woods  with  the 

roads  through  them,  and  keep  open   communications  with  Ferdinand. 

On  June  22nd,  the  French  Marshals  moved  from  Cassel  to 

Grebenstein,  their  centre  occupying  a  commanding  eminence.  The  head- 

-quarters  took  possession  of  the  Castle  of  Wilhelmsthal.  They  took  no 

precautions  to  secure  their  right  flank  which  rested  on  the  forest 

Reinhardswald,  or  to  make  safe  the  passes  and  ravines  in  their  front. 

One  corps  under  Castries  was  at  Karlsdorf,  perilously  in  advance  of, 

and  isolated  from,  the  main  army. 

Ferdinand  was  not  the  General  to  let  slip  for  a  single  day  such  a 

tempting  opportunity,  even  though  the  enemy  exceeded  him  in  strength 

by  20,000  men.  General  Luckner,  with  six  battalions  of  Grenadiers, 

four  squadrons  of  horse,  and  a  regiment  of  Hussars,  was  ordered  to 

cross  the  Weser  and  make  for  Gottsbliren,  about  two  miles  north  of 

Zappaburg.  The  Hessian  Hussars  near  Mohringen  screened  this  move- 

-ment  from  Prince  Xavier.  Luckner  marched  from  Hollenstadt  at 

6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  23rd,  passed  the  Weser  at  Bodenfelde 

at  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  at  8  o'clock  was  at  Gottsbliren.  , 

The  whole  army  was  under  arms  at  midnight.  Ferdinand's  dis- 

-positions  were  as  follows  : — He  proposed  to  advance  in  the  centre  with 
five  columns,  consisting  of  twelve  battalions  of  British  Infantry,  eleven 

battalions  of  Brunswickers,  eight  battalions  of  Hessians,  the  British 

Cavalry,  and  part  of  the  German  Cavalry.  His  route  lay  between 

Liebenau  and  Sielen,  which  he  calculated  would  bring  him  to  the  front 

of  the  French  position.  The  Marquis  of  Granby,  who  passed  the 

Diemel  at  Warburg  with  two  battalions  of  British  Grenadiers,  two 

battalions  of  Highlanders,  two  British  and  two  Hanoverian  Regiments 

of  Cavalry,  and  three  regiments  of  Hanoverian  Infantry,  with  artillery, 

marched  in  two  columns  by  parallel  roads  to  Zierenberg,  joining  hands 

by  7  o'clock  on  the  heights  of  Furstenwald,  whence  they  were  to  strike  the 

left  flank  of  the  French.  General  vonSpoerken's  Corps  of  twelve  battalions 
of  Hanoverians,  and  part  of  the  Cavalry  of  the  left  wing,  marched 

between  Humme  and  Beverlec,  so  as  to  attack  the  right  flank  of  Castries's 
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division  at  Hombressen.  Luckner  was  to  move  from  Gottsbiiren  to 

Udenhausen,  where  he  was  to  fall  upon  the  rear  of  Castries.  Colonel 

Reidesel,  with  sixteen  squadrons  of  irregular  Cavalry,  was  to  push  forward 

from  Zappaburg,  and  to  extend  Luckner's  left.  Each  had  his  task 

accomplished  punctually  by  7  o'clock. 
Spoerken  with  his  corps  reached  the  heights  of  Hombressen  in 

the  early  morning,  when,  failing  to  discover  the  French,  he  took  a  wrong 

direction,  which  brought  him  in  front  of  the  enemy's  position.  This 

false  move  ruined  the  whole  of  Ferdinand's  plans. 
Castries  in  alarm  hastily  withdrew  his  Cavalry,  hiding  the  movement 

from  Spoerken.  The  arrival  of  Luckner's  Corps  at  Udenhausen  added 

to  the  confusion.  Coming  upon  Spoerken's  regiment,  Luckner  was 
fired  upon  by  them,  mistaking  his  division  for  the  enemy,  and,  during 

this  complication,  Castries  had  time  to  extricate  his  corps.  Moreover,  the 

attack  on  the  right  of  the  French  main  body  was  delayed  by  Spoerken's 
men  firing  on  those  of  Luckner. 

The  French,  although  surprised  and  in  complete  confusion,  broke 

up  their  camp,  and  in  a  marvellously  short  time  formed  up  on  the 

heights  ;  and,  the  obstinate  adherence  of  General  Kielmansegge  to  the 

letter  of  his  instructions,  although  they  were  impracticable,  saved  the 

French  from  being  cut  off  in  their  retreat. 

The  advance  of  the  five  columns  under  Ferdinand  was  retarded 

by  the  unlucky  corps  of  Spoerken,  which,  being  out  of  its  place, 

caused  a  fatal  delay. 

Granby  was  true  to  the  moment  in  his  position,  which,  on  its  dis- 

-covery,  was  an  alarming  one  for  the  French,  who  discerned  how 

skilfully  the  web  had  been  drawn  around  them.  To  cover  the  retreat 

of  the  main  body  was  now  an  object  of  vital  importance  to  the  French 

Commanders. 

General  de  Stainville  occupied  the  wood  of  Meijenbreckfen,  a 

hamlet  near  Wilhelmsthal,  with  the  Grenadiers  of  France,  the  Royal 

Grenadiers,  the  Regiment  of  Aquitain,  and  some  other  troops,  described 

in  all  contemporary  accounts  as  "  the  flower  of  the  French  Army  ". 
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Granby's  Infantry  consisted  of  three  Battalions  of  Guards,  the 
Grenadiers,  namely,  the  Grenadier  Companies  from  all  the  regiments,  in 

three  Battalions,  and  the  5th  and  the  8th  Foot.  As  they  approached  the 

wood,  General  de  Stainville  attacked  them,  but  Granby  sent  in  more 

Battalions,  and  drove  the  French  back.  It  now  became  a  hand  to  hand 

struggle.  Granby  was  gradually  surrounding  the  whole  area  of  the  wood, 

when  Ferdinand's  men  came  up  and  put  an  end  to  the  stubborn  conflict. 
There  were  1,500  Frenchmen  killed  or  wounded,  and  3,000  were  taken 

prisoners  by  the  5th  Foot.  Only  two  Battalions  of  the  French  escaped. 

The  regimental  Grenadiers  of  Colonel  Beckwith's  Brigade  gained 
particular  distinction  in  this  fight.  The  5th  Foot  won  lasting  fame  by 

the  capture  of  the  three  thousand  prisoners,  and,  as  a  special  honour, 

they  were  allowed  to  wear  the  caps  of  the  French  Grenadiers.  This  is 

the  origin  of  the  wearing  of  Fusilier  caps,  or  busbies,  in  the  British  Army. 

The  Allies  lost  700  men,  450  of  them  belonging  to  Granby's  division. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  error  of  judgment  on  the  part  of  General  von 

Spoerken,  and  the  failure  of  Kielmansegge,  the  French  Army  would 

have  been  surrounded,  surprised,  and  destroyed. 

The  French  withdrew  to  the  other  side  of  the  Fulda,  and  encamped 

at  Landwerhagen,  while  Ferdinand  occupied  the  heights  between 

Holtzhausen  and  Weimer.  The  Commander  on  either  side  was  watching 

for  some  movement  that  would  provide  a  favourable  opportunity,  but 

each  was  too  cautious. 

Before  August  1st,  the  rival  armies  were  on  opposite  banks  of  the 

River  Fulda.  On  the  16th,  the  French  evacuated  the  town  of  Gottingen, 

having  destroyed  the  ramparts,  magazines,  etc.,  and  moved  to  Vilbel, 

north  of  Frankfurt.  The  Allies  followed  on  parallel  lines.  Conde\ 

though  closely  pursued  by  the  Hereditary  Prince  who  wished  to  prevent 

a  junction,  joined  Soubise  on  August  30th,  and,  on  the  same  day,  an 

attack  was  made  by  the  Hereditary  Prince,  who  suffered  a  severe  repulse 

from  the  combined  forces  of  the  enemy. 

There  was  now  a  race  between  the  two  armies,  Ferdinand  appreciat- 

ing the  design  of  the  French  Marshals  to  cut  him  off  from  Cassel,  which 
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it  had  been  his  intention  to  besiege.  Accordingly,  he  headed  the  advance- 

-guard  of  the  enemy  at  Wetter,  and,  on  September  15th,  he  offered 

battle  to  Soubise.  The  French  Marshal,  however,  was  not  for  fighting  ; 

but,  on  the  contrary,  he  retreated  at  once,  repassed  the  Lahn,  and  took 

up  a  position  along  the  line  of  the  Ohm.  Ferdinand  forced  him  again 

to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The  extreme  left  of  his  position  was 

at  the  town  of  Amoneburg,  which  stands  in  the  valley  of  the  Ohm  on 

the  western,  or  left  bank,  of  the  river,  and,  as  the  French  narrative 

describes  it,  "  in  the  middle  of  the  King's  Army  ".  A  stone-bridge 
crossed  the  river  near  the  Castle  of  Amoneburg.  Close  to  the  bridge, 

and  on  the  right  side  of  the  river  near  Ferdinand's  position  stood  a  mill, 
called  the  Bruecken-Muehle,  with  a  courtyard  and  a  cluster  of  houses. 
The  bridge  was  commanded  by  a  strong  redoubt,  and  into  this  Ferdinand 

placed  200  men  of  Hardenberg's  Corps.  In  the  town  and  Castle  of 
Amoneburg  there  were  500  men  of  the  British  Legion. 

The  French  Marshals  resolved  to  capture  the  whole  position.  On 

August  19th,  they  made  a  reconnaissance,  invested  the  Castle  on  the 

night  of  the  20th,  and,  in  the  early  morning  of  the  21st,  made  a  sudden 

and  unexpected  attack  on  the  Castle,  the  bridge,  and  the  redoubt.  The 

walls  of  the  Castle  were  seriously  damaged  ;  but,  it  held  out  until  the 

following  evening.  The  most  determined  efforts  were  directed  against 

the  bridge  and  the  mill,  where  the  fighting  was  desperate,  Hardenberg's 
men  being  most  conspicuous. 

Above  and  behind  the  mill  was  a  hill  upon  which  was  encamped 

the  corps  of  Zastrow.  The  French  gradually  increased  their  fighting  line, 

and  the  intensity  of  their  attacks,  both  by  artillery  and  by  musketry-fire. 

At  8  o'clock,  after  three  hours'  fighting,  without  a  moment's  respite,  the 

fog  cleared,  and  the  strength  of  the  dispositions  of  the  attacking-force 
could  be  seen.  General  Zastrow  came  to  the  assistance  of  the  defenders 

of  the  redoubt.  He  relieved  the  survivors  of  Hardenberg's  force  by  200 
fresh  men,  sending  them  down  the  side  of  the  hill  in  batches  of  fifty,  on 

a  widely-scattered  front.  Meanwhile,  he  ranged  all  his  guns  on  the  hill, 

to  beat  down  if  possible  the  fire  of  the  French  cannon,  which  numbered 
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by  this  time  thirty  pieces.    By  noon,  nine  of  Zastrow's  guns  were  silenced. 
Every  hour  the  men  in  the  redoubt  were  relieved. 

Ferdinand  was  brought  upon  the  scene  by  the  heavy  firing,  and  he 

decided  to  hold  the  bridge  and  the  redoubt  at  all  costs.  He  ordered 

Granby's  Corps  to  come  up  at  once  from  Kirchhain,  to  reinforce  Zastrow. 

At  four  o'clock,  Granby  with  three  Battalions  of  Guards,  two  Battalions 
of  Highlanders,  and  twelve  German  guns  came  into  action.  The  French 

likewise  brought  up  reinforcements.  Assault  after  assault  was  made 

upon  the  bridge  :  more  than  thirty  French  guns  were  firing  upon  a  narrow 

frontage  not  exceeding  400  paces.  Men  were  sent  into  the  redoubt, 

as  quickly  as  they  could  pass  down  the  side  of  the  hill,  in  single  file.  The 

breastwork  of  the  redoubt  was  so  badly  damaged  that  the  defenders 

were  compelled  to  pile  up  the  bodies  of  the  slain,  and  from  this  rampart 

they  kept  the  enemy  at  bay.  At  seven  o'clock,  the  French  made  their  final 
and  supreme  effort,  rushing  the  bridge  and  reaching  the  redoubt,  only  to 

be  driven  back,  or  destroyed,  by  the  defenders.  At  eight  o'clock,  as  the 
light  was  failing,  after  a  fight  of  fourteen  hours  without  pause,  or 

cessation,  all  was  over,  and  the  French  withdrew  repulsed  and  crushed. 

This  was  the  last  battle  of  the  Seven  Years'  War  in  which  the  British 
fought  under  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick.  The  French  acknowledged 

a  loss  of  1,100  killed  and  wounded,  and  800  was  the  loss  of  the  Allies. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Marshal  de  Soubise,  dated  1762,  Madame  de 

Pompadour  wrote,  "  Who  is  this  brave  Luckner,  of  whom  people  talk 
to  me,  who  has  gained  so  much  glory  at  our  expense  ?  One  must  admit 

that  the  English  are  served  too  well.  Especially  do  I  hate,  while  I 

recognize  his  value,  the  Marquis  of  Granby,  who  ought  to  share,  at 

least  to  the  extent  of  half,  the  glory  of  the  Prince  Ferdinand  ". 

The  last  battle  of  the  Seven  Years'  War  was  fought  at  Freyberg 
on  October  29th,  1762,  when  the  Prussians  under  Prince  Henry,  brother 

of  Frederick,  defeated  with  heavy  loss  the  combined  army  of  the 
Austrians  and  the  Reich. 

According  to  Frederick,  Prince  Henry  was  the  only  General  who 

made  no  mistake  during  the  war. 
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CHAPTER   IX. 

PEACE. 

The  Seven  Years'  War  with  all  its  brilliant  victories  would  not  be 

complete,  even  in  this  story,  without  some  reference  to  the  withdrawal 

of  England  from  it.  The  preliminaries  were  signed  in  November,  1762. 

These  were  regarded  by  Frederick  the  Great  on  the  one  hand,  and  by 

Pitt  on  the  other,  as  the  act  of  desertion  of  an  Ally,  and  in  direct  opposi- 

-tion  to  the  terms  of  the  Convention  of  Westminster,  which  enjoined 

that  neither  power  should  enter  into  a  separate  treaty  for  peace. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  reign  of  George  the  Second,  there  arose  in 

England  a  political  faction  which  was  hostile  to  the  wishes  and  to  the 

policy  of  the  King. 

The  name  "  Leicester-House  Party  "  was  given  to  a  number  of 
prominent  persons  who  frequented  the  residence  of  the  Dowager  Princess 

of  Wales,  the  mother  of  George  the  Third,  an  intriguer  who  played  off 

the  different  political  groups  of  the  day  against  each  other.  The  Princess 

was  opposed  to  the  King,  and  his  Son  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  their 

feeling  towards  her  was  one  of  hatred.  She  was  antagonistic  to  Henry 

Fox  (the  first  Lord  Holland),  and  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  she  was 

suspected  of  having  caused  the  rupture  between  Pitt  and  Fox.  She 

dominated  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  her  influence  over  him  was  regarded 

as  pernicious.  When  the  Prince  of  Wales  came  of  age,  the  King  intimated 

that  it  was  his  desire  that  the  heir-apparent  should  receive  a  yearly 

allowance  of  £40,000,  with  a  suitable  residence.  These  proposals  were 

made,  and  by  them  the  King  hoped  to  draw  the  Prince  away  from  his 

Mother.  He,  however,  accepted  the  allowance,  and  then  begged  to  be 

permitted  to  live  with  her,  asking,  moreover,  that  the  Earl  of  Bute, 

his  Mother's  favourite,  should  be  appointed  Groom-of-the-Stole  to 
himself.     The  grant  of  the  allowance  could  not  be  rescinded,  but  the 
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request  regarding  Bute  was  contested  warmly  both  by  the  King  and 

by  the  Cabinet.  From  the  pen  of  his  Governor,  we  have  a  portrait  of 

the  Prince  when  he  succeeded  his  Grandfather,  George  the  Second. 

Waldegrave  says,  "  he  was  inherently  honest,  but  lacking  in  frankness, 
indolent,  and  yet  sullenly  obstinate,  and — partly  from  his  narrow 

education — strongly  prejudiced ".  This  is  not  a  pleasing  picture, 
but  it  bears  out  the  facial  description  that,  when  angry  or  opposed, 

"  he  threw  back  his  eyes  and  ears  like  a  vicious  horse  ". 
George  the  Second  died,  at  Kensington,  on  October  25th,  1760, 

and  one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  new  Sovereign,  George  the  Third,  the  son 

of  Frederick  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  grandson  of  George  the  Second, 

was  to  welcome  to  his  Court  Lord  George  Sackville,  who  in  the 

previous  April,  for  his  conduct  at  Minden,  had  been  disgraced  by  the 

sentence  of  a  General  Court-Martial,  with  the  approval  of  the  King, 

the  Nation,  and  the  Army.  This  was  a  bad  beginning  for  the  new  reign, 

and  one  of  its  direct  effects  was  the  disastrous  loss  of  the  American 

Colonies,  and  the  blame  for  that  loss  has  to  be  justly  apportioned 

between  George  the  Third,  Lord  George  Germain,  formerly  Lord  George 

Sackville,  and  Lord  North  as  Prime  Minister. 

In  a  letter,  dated  November  6th,  1760,  Madame  de  Pompadour 

wrote,  "Ido  not  know  if  the  death  of  the  old  King  George  (the  Second) 
will  effect  any  change  in  our  affairs.  .  .  .  The  new  King  (George 

the  Third)  is  very  young  ;  he  ought  to  hate  Pitt  as  much  as  his  grand- 

father (George  the  Second)  hated  him  ;  but,  this  Minister  will  retain 

his  office  in  spite  of  him,  because  he  is  in  favour  with  the  people  ". 
In  the  first  speech  from  the  throne  of  George  the  Third,  the  earliest 

public  intimation  was  made  that  there  would  be  a  reversal  of  the  brilliant 

foreign-policy  of  Pitt,  who,  in  the  brief  period  of  five  years,  had  established 
the  supremacy  of  England  at  sea,  and  founded  the  British  Empire  as 

we  know  it  to-day. 

Pitt  recognised  the  crisis  at  hand.  He  foresaw  that  Spain  intended 

to  declare  war  against  England,  and  he  wished  to  anticipate  this  before 

the  Spanish  ships  crossed  the  Atlantic  :   but,  he  was  defeated  in  the 
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Cabinet  by  Bute  and  "  the  King's  friends  ",  and  he  resigned.  As  soon 
as  the  Treasure  Ships  were  safely  in  port,  Spain  declared  war,  and  this 

was  the  first  humiliation  of  George  the  Third. 

The  King  and  Bute  were  urgent  in  their  desire  for  peace,  and  this 

they  conveyed  to  Frederick  early  in  1762,  and,  in  the  following  May, 

the  subsidy,  agreed  to  by  the  Convention  of  Westminster,  was  refused. 

The  proposals  for  peace  were  not  popular,  while  the  chief  advocate, 

Bute,  that  "  Buzzard  of  a  minister  "  as  Frederick  called  him,  was 
detested.  The  nation  was  with  Pitt,  and  the  King  was  with  Bute.  Henry 

Fox,  the  rival  of  Pitt,  was  brought  in  to  lead  the  House  of  Commons, 

so  as  to  ensure  speedy  peace,  the  preliminaries  of  which  were  first  notified 

by  the  King,  who  pledged  beforehand  the  faith  of  the  nation,  and  then 

submitted  them  to  the  House  of  Commons.  Meanwhile  Fox  was  at 

work  upon  individual,  and  groups  of,  members.  He  showed  the  skill  of 

a  practised  manipulator.  To  some  he  held  out  the  tempting  baits  of 

office,  employment,  and  sinecures,  to  others  bare-faced  bribery.  At  the 

office  of  the  Paymaster-General,  votes  were  bought  and  sold,  and,  in  one 

morning  alone,  the  sum  of  £25,000  was  paid  to  members,  to  support 

the  policy  of  the  King  and  Bute. 

The  far-seeing  statesmanship  of  Pitt  was  never  clearer  than  in  his 

opposition  to  the  Clause  giving  France  fishing-rights  three  leagues  from 
the  shore  of  Newfoundland,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  That 

unfortunate  concession  has  been,  since  1762  down  to  the  present  day,  a 

constant  source  of  contention  and  of  trouble  between  England  and 
France. 

By  the  treaty,  England  secured  all  Canada,  and  restored  to  France 

the  Islands  of  Guadeloupe,  Marie-Galante,  la  Desirade,  Martinique 
and  St.  Lucia,  retaining  St.  Vincent,  Tobago,  Dominica,  and  Grenada. 

The  Island  of  Goree  was  handed  back  to  France,  and  also  certain 

conquests  in  India.  Minorca  and  Belle  Isle  were  exchanged.  Manilla, 

which  had  been  taken  by  an  English  Squadron  in  September,  was 

returned.  Wesel,  Glatz,  Cleves  and  Gueldres  were  ceded  to  Frederick 

the  Great,  and  he  retained  Silesia. 
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From  the  French  point  of  view,  Madame  de  Pompadour  wrote, 

"  We  are  ready  to  yield  willingly  Canada  to  the  English  :  much  good 
may  it  do  them  !  But,  as  to  the  Islands  and  Pondicherry,  we  must  save 

them  at  all  costs  ".  And,  in  another  letter,  "  In  what  times  we  are 
living,  alas  !  Could  I  have  ever  believed  that  I  should  live  long  enough 

to  see  Louis  "  le  Bien-Aime"  become  an  object  of  pity,  to  whom  an 
arrogant  victor  offers  terms  of  peace,  as  a  matter  of  grace  ?  A  soldier, 

who  served  in  the  last  war  under  Marshal  de  Saxe,  replied  one  day  to 

some  strangers  who  asked  him  to  what  country  he  belonged,  '  I  have 

the  honour  of  being  a  Frenchman '.  Who  would  dare  to  say  as  much 

to-day  ?  ". 

Such  were  the  general  terms  of  peace,  hastily  and  carelessly  con- 

cluded, which  deprived  England  of  much  that  was  hers  by  the  right 

of  conquest.  The  nation  did  not  like  it,  and,  for  the  Government,  it 

aroused  the  deep  and  lasting  hatred  of  Frederick  ;  and,  it  left  England 

without  a  friend  in  Europe. 

For  the  time  being,  there  was  peace  :  perpetual  peace  is  but  a  dream. 

So,  Frederick  the  Great,  towards  the  end  of  his  life,  wrote  to  Voltaire, 

"  I  am  old,  cheerful,  gouty,  good-humoured.     .      .  For  the  future, 
I  cannot  vouch.  Running  over  the  pages  of  history,  I  see  that  ten  years 

never  pass  without  a  war.  This  intermittent  fever  may  have  moments 

of  respite,  but  cease,  never  !  ". 
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CHAPTER    X. 

GENERAL-FIELD-MARSHAL    FERDINAND,    PRINCE    OF 
BRUNSWICK    AND    LUNEBURG. 

Ferdinand,  Prince  of  Brunswick,  was  born  at  Wolfenbiittel  on 

January  12th,  1721.  He  was  the  sixth  child,  and  the  fourth  son,  of  the 

fourteen  children  of  Prince  Ferdinand  Albert,  who  was  for  the  brief 

space  of  six  months  the  reigning  Prince  of  Brunswick.  He  was  care- 

-fully  brought  up,  and  well  educated.  His  military  training  began  in 

his  boyhood,  and  in  July,  1740,  when  he  was  only  19  years  of  age,  he  was 

appointed  to  the  command  of  the  39th  Infantry  Regiment,  a  corps 

raised  in  Brunswick  for  service  in  the  Prussian  Army.  In  the  raising  of 

the  new  Regiment,  the  youthful  commander  gained  invaluable  experience 

in  military  routine  and  organisation.  During  the  invasion  of  Silesia, 

Ferdinand  acted  as  Aide-de-Camp  to  Frederick  the  Great,  and,  in  his 

first  experience  of  warfare  at  the  Battle  of  Mollwitz,  in  April,  1741,  he 

proved  his  bravery  and  resourcefulness.  These  qualities  marked  his 

conduct  at  the  Battle  of  Chotustitz  in  May  of  the  following  year.  In 

this  campaign  he  earned  what  was  difficult  to  attain,  the  commendation 

of  the  King,  who,  when  peace  was  declared,  conferred  upon  him  the 

Order  of  the  Black  Eagle,  and  promoted  him  to  the  rank  of  Major- 
-General. 

Ferdinand  fought  at  the  head  of  his  Regiment  in  the  campaign  of 

1744.  In  the  Battle  of  Hohenfriedberg,  on  June  4th,  1745,  when  Frederick 

defeated  the  Austrians,  seventy  thousand  men  being  engaged  on  each 

side,  Ferdinand  commanded  a  Brigade.  Three  months  later,  at  the 

Battle  of  Sohr,  he  conspicuously  distinguished  himself,  although  wounded, 

in  leading  his  Brigade  to  attack  a  range  of  heights  defended  under  the 

shelter  of  a  copse,  which  concealed  the  strength  of  the  position,  and  in 

storming  successfully  the  heights  and  capturing  five  guns.     In  this 

52 



yen Qe.'ne'i*al V en < i.u-r 

c  i =&  Tamui 

alLi'S 





MINDEN  AND  THE  SEVEN  YEARS'  WAR 

fight  it  happened  curiously,  unusual  in  the  history  of  war  and  of 

families,  that  one  of  the  defenders  of  the  Austrian  position  was  Prince 

Ludwig,  a  younger  brother  of  Ferdinand.  Of  this  action  Frederick 

wrote,  that  Ferdinand  had  surpassed  himself  and  had  contributed 

largely  to  the  victory,  and,  as  a  reward,  he  conferred  upon  him  the 

reversion  of  an  estate.  When  the  King  made  his  triumphal  entry  into 

Berlin  in  the  following  December,  Ferdinand  had  the  place  of  honour 

by  his  side.  In  the  Spring  of  1750,  the  King  was  so  pleased  with 

the  ability  he  displayed  at  the  manoeuvres,  that  he  promoted  him 

Lieutenant-General,  and  five  years  later  he  was  appointed  Governor  of 

Magdeburg. 

The  Seven  Years'  War  brought  Ferdinand  again  into  the  field.  He 
commanded  the  right  of  the  three  columns,  in  which  formation  Frederick 

crossed  the  border  into  Saxony  and  surrounded  the  Saxon  Army  at 

Parna,  and,  on  September  13th,  1756,  he  commanded  the  Prussian 

vanguard  that  drove  the  Saxons  out  of  Nollendorf.  At  the  Battle  of 

Lobositz,  on  October  1st,  1756,  he  commanded  the  Infantry  of  the 

Prussian  right  wing. 

The  winter  of  1756-57  Ferdinand  spent  with  Frederick  at  Dresden, 

where  he  had  the  advantage  of  preparing  for  the  coming  campaign  and 

of  discussing  all  the  business  of  State  with  the  "Great  Master". 
The  confidence  of  Frederick  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign  of 

1757  was  supreme,  and  a  General  of  less  eminence  could  not  have  had 

the  temerity  to  write,  "  We  will  see  this  Spring  what  Prussia  is  and  that 
by  our  force,  especially  by  our  discipline,  we  will  come  to  the  end  of  the 

number  of  the  Austrians,  and  of  all  those  who  oppose  us  ".  Ferdinand 
captured  Assig,  on  April  23rd,  which  was  a  good  omen  for  a  successful 

year's  campaign,  and,  at  the  Battle  of  Prague,  on  May  6th,  as  the 
Commander  of  a  Division,  he  contributed  to  the  victory  by  his  circum- 

-spect  and  resolute  action.  He  was  present,  but  not  actually  engaged, 

at  the  fight  at  Rossbach,  with  all  its  astonishing  incidents,  when  Frederick 

by  sheer  good  generalship  defeated  the  French,  his  own  army  suffering 

but  a  trifling  loss.    The  month  of  November,  1757,  marks  the  turning 
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point  in  his  career.     The  defeat  of  Cumberland  at  Hastenbeck  in  the 

previous  July,   and   the    shameful    compact  he  concluded  at  Kloster 

Zeven,  aroused  the  indignation  of  the  allied  nations.    George  the  Second 

gave  emphatic  expression  of  his  disapproval  of  the  conduct  of  his  son, 

who,    in   consequence,    resigned   all   his   appointments,    and   Frederick 

declared  to  Ferdinand  that  "  any  one  of  us  is  worth  four  of  him  ". 
George  the  Second  asked  that  Ferdinand  should  command  the  Hano- 

-verian  and  Prussian  Army  in  North-West  Germany,  which  was  then 

holding  the  line  of  the  Weser  and  protecting  Hanover,  and  Frederick 

consented,  as  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  him  that  his  flank 

should  be  secure.     Supported  by  the  knowledge  that  he  had  the  con- 

-fidence  of  both  Sovereigns,  Ferdinand  took  up  at  Stade,  with  tact  and 

thoroughness,  the  leadership  of  the  army  with  which  he  was   to   gain 

lasting  renown.    His  first  and  most  difficult  task  was  to  raise  the  morale 

of  Cumberland's  beaten  army,  and  then  to  re-organize  it,  and,  by  an 
addition  to  its  numbers,  to  make  it  equal  to  the  strain  he  was  soon  to  put 

upon  it.    His  immediate  care  was  to  inspire  his  troops  with  confidence  in 

himself  as  a  leader.     First,  studiously  considering  the  material-wants  of 

his  men,  he  gave  them  next  a  taste  of  the  pleasures  of  success.     Within 

six  weeks  of  his  assumption  of  the  command,  he  surprised  the  French 

in  their  cantonments  and  drove  them  across  the  Rhine,  and,  by  the  end 

of  March,  1758,  he  had  chased  the  French  out  of  Germany.     In  June, 

1758,  at  Crefeld,  he  attacked  the  French  under  Clermont,  and  in  a 

strong  position.    Dividing  his  relatively  small  force  into  three  columns, 

he  made  three  simultaneous  attacks  which  forced  out  the  French,  with 

a  loss  of  four  thousand  men.    The  tactics  were  risky,  for  the  failure  of 

one  column  would  have  wrecked  probably  the  whole  plan.     In  this 

year  he  was  raised  by  Frederick  to  the  rank  of   Field-Marshal,  "as  a 
proof  of  my  friendship  and  of  my  gratitude  for  the  distinguished  services 

you  have  so  well  performed  for  the  common  cause  ". 

Not  the  least  of  Ferdinand's  trials  arose  from  the  strange  mixture 
of  his  army,  which  was  composed  of  Prussians,  Hanoverians,  Hessians, 

Brunswickers,  and  men  of  Gotha  and  Schaumberg-Lippe.     To  these  were 
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added,  in  August,  1758,  the  British  Division  of  eight  thousand  men,  who, 

aware  that  their  country  was  paying  for  the  support  of  others,  and 

inflated  with  their  insular  pride  and  the  belief  in  their  superiority  as 

fighting-men,  considered  that  they  were  justified  in  expecting  special 

treatment.  All  this  made  the  task  of  the  urbane  Ferdinand  of  Bruns- 

-wick  a  heavy  one,  and  the  noble  features  of  th(  big,  powerful,  handsome 

Prince  were  often  wrested  from  their  naturally  serene  aspect  by  the 

strain  of  the  bickerings  within  his  army.  The  impatience  of  Frederick 

the  Great,  his  short,  caustically-worded  notes,  had  more  than  once 

brought  Ferdinand  to  the  thought  of  resigning  his  command  :  but,  the 

extreme  exactness  of  the  King  in  relation  to  all  who  served  him,  whether 

it  was  his  brother,  Prince  Henry  "  the  faultless  General ",  or  Generals 
of  less  note,  reconciled  Ferdinand  to  the  sometimes  exasperating  stern- 

-ness  of  the  "  Great  Master  ",  whom  he  so  faithfully  served.  And  so, 
his  untiring  energy,  soldierly  spirit,  and  military  genius  carried  him 

triumphantly  to  the  victories  of  Crefeld,  Minden,  Warburg,  Velling- 

-hausen,  Wilhelmsthal,  and  Amoneburg.  He  had  beaten  five  Marshals 

of  France,  who  had  on  all  occasions  outnumbered  him.  In  the  last 

entry  in  Ferdinand's  War  Diary,  made  on  November  23rd,  is  seen  the 

humility  of  the  man — "  This  is  the  end  of  a  campaign  in  which  I  had 
to  fight  with  friend  (so  called)  and  enemy.  Providence  has  manifested 

itself  during  the  course  of  this  campaign  by  the  powerful  protection 

which  it  has  vouchsafed  me.  His  holy  name  be  glorified.  The  term 

of  my  rude  career  was  five  years  ". 
George  the  Second  conferred  upon  Ferdinand  the  Order  of  the 

Garter.  The  investiture  was  performed  in  camp,  the  King  having 

constituted  the  Marquis  of  Granby,  and  the  Garter  principal  King  of 

Arms,  plenipotentiaries  for  investing  his  Serene  Highness.  Peace  was 

declared,  and,  through  the  Speaker,  the  House  of  Commons  sent  a 

letter  of  thanks  to  the  "  Victor  of  Minden  ",  and  voted  for  him  an 
annual  pension  of  £3,000,  to  which  the  King  added  £1,200. 

Early  in  1763,  Ferdinand  paid  a  visit  to  Frederick  at  Potsdam, 

and  he  accompanied  the  King  to  Westphalia  in  June  of  that  year,  when 
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they  visited  the  battlefields  of  Minden,  Warburg,  and  Vellinghausen. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  War,  Ferdinand  resumed  his  Governorship  of 

Magdeburg,  and  there,  in  1766,  the  King  held  an  inspection  and  review 

of  the  troops.  During  this  visit  their  relationship  became  strained. 

The  cause  of  this  rupture  of  a  friendship  that  should  have  ended  with 

life  only,  was  probably  Frederick's  impetuosity  in  speaking.  He  had 
the  power  of  lashing  people  into  fury,  and  this  made  for  him 

many  enemies  in  high  places.  It  must  be  sorrowfully  recorded 

that  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick  resigned  his  rank,  positions,  and 

appointments  in  the  Prussian  Army,  and  in  November  he  became 

a  Field-Marshal  in  the  Austrian  service,  and  the  Colonel  of  a 
Bohemian  Regiment. 

When  war  was  declared  between  England  and  the  American 

Colonies,  George  the  Third  offered  Ferdinand  the  command  of  the 

Army,  which  he  declined.  How  the  possibility  of  his  entertaining  such 

a  proposal  could  ever  have  crossed  the  mind  of  the  King,  with  the 

knowledge  that  Lord  George  Germain  was  a  Minister  of  State,  is,  even 

at  this  distance  of  time,  difficult  to  understand.  Perhaps  the  King 

was  swayed  by  the  last  speech  in  Parliament  of  the  great  Pitt,  now  Lord 

Chatham,  who,  as  he  had  done  in  1758,  so  again  in  1776,  recommended, 

with  all  the  fervour  of  his  burning  eloquence,  that  Ferdinand  of  Bruns- 

-wick  should  command  the  Army  of  England. 
A  reconciliation  between  Frederick  the  Great  and  Ferdinand  was 

brought  about  later,  but  it  seems  to  have  been  domestic  in  its  character. 

Between  the  years  1772  and  1782,  Frederick  visited  Ferdinand  at  least 

four  times  at  his  estate  at  Vechelde.  Two  such  men,  closely  related, 

could  never  have  lost  all  affection  for  one  another.  In  a  testamentary 

paper,  dated  January  8th,  1769,  Frederick  bequeathed  "  to  the  Prince, 

my  brother-in-law,  whom  I  always  esteemed,  a  tobacco-box  set  with 

diamonds,  and  a  measure  of  raw  wine  ".  From  1784,  Ferdinand  began 
to  show  signs  of  failing  health,  and  he  contracted  a  pulmonary  disease 

which  ended  fatally  on  July  3rd,  1792.  He  survived  Frederick  the  Great 

by  six  years. 
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Ferdinand  of  Brunswick  is  one  of  the  most  revered  masters  of  the 

school  of  Frederick  the  Great.  In  the  Prussian  histories,  it  is  recorded 

that  he  showed  in  his  high  office  all  the  virtues  by  which  men  are  governed 

and  events  are  influenced,  such  as  patience,  justice,  candour,  politeness, 

method,  and  sincere  moderation. 

The  annexed  picture  is  an  illustration  of  a  parade  of  the  Second 

Life-Guards,  with  Frederick  the  Great  on  horseback  in  the  centre. 

The  Crown  Prince,  afterwards  Frederick  William  the  Second,  General 

Ramin,  General  Ziethen,  and  an  aide-de-camp  follow,  all  mounted. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

THE    HEREDITARY    PRINCE,    AFTERWARDS, 

THE    DUKE   OF   BRUNSWICK. 

The  hero  of  the  Seven  Years'  War  most  popular  with  the  English 
people  was  Charles  William  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick,  commonly  known 

as  the  Hereditary  Prince.  He  was  only  22  years  of  age  at  the  beginning 

of  the  war,  and  his  youth  and  enterprise,  with  his  dash  as  a  cavalry- 

-leader,  fascinated  the  public  imagination.  Tall  and  dignified,  with 

an  open,  pleasing  countenance,  his  presence  seemed  to  shed  a  halo  of 

romance  around  substantial  military  achievements.  He  was  the  eldest 

son  of  the  eldest  sister  of  Frederick  the  Great,  and  his  father  was  the 

Duke  of  Brunswick,  elder  brother  of  Prince  Ferdinand.  He  was  the 

favourite  nephew  of  his  two  uncles,  and  he  was  beloved  by  all  with 

whom  he  came  in  contact.  In  his  first  battle,  he  drew  upon  himself 

the  attention  of  two  armies.  At  Hastenbeck,  the  last  defeat  of  the 

incompetent  Cumberland,  the  Hereditary  Prince  gained  great  honour 

by  recapturing  the  central  battery,  when  he  was  acclaimed  at  once  as 

a  leader  capable  of  turning  the  fate  of  a  battle.  Frederick  said  that 

"  Nature  designed  him  for  a  hero  ".  He  was  conspicuous  in  the  actions 
and  battles  of  Gohfeld,  Warburg,  Kirch  Dinker,  Fulda,  Kloster 

Kampen,  and  in  many  minor  affairs. 

In  1764,  the  Hereditary  Prince  came  on  a  visit  to  England,  where 

he  spent  thirteen  days,  and  was  received  by  the  people  with  the 

heartiest  enthusiasm.  He  came,  in  the  glory  of  heroism,  to  be  wedded 

to  an  English  Princess. 

The  King  and  the  Court,  who  were  not  in  favour  of  heroes, 

gave  him  a  reception  in  marked  contrast  with  that  given  him  by  the 

nation.  He  was  received  with  bare  civility.  Every  effort  was  made 

to  prevent  him  from  meeting  Pitt,  and  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition  : 
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but,  his  insistence  defeated  his  opponents.  George  the  Third,  however, 

had  his  revenge — small,  petty,  and  undignified  :  but,  he  had  it.  He 

forbade  the  Royal  Servants  to  wear  their  new  liveries  at  the  Prince's 
wedding.  The  marked  neglect  of  the  King,  and  the  cold  reception 

accorded  to  his  illustrious  guest,  were  resented  by  the  people,  whose 

warmth  in  consequence  was  greatly  intensified. 

In  the  Bavarian  War  of  Succession  of  1779,  the  Prince  commanded 

an  entrenched  position  in  the  mountains  near  Troppau,  whence  the 

Austrian  Commander  failed  to  dislodge  him.  The  following  year,  he 

succeeded  his  father  as  Duke  of  Brunswick,  and  from  that  year,  until 

1806,  he  governed  his  country  wisely,  and  with  liberality  far  in  advance 

of  his  age,  being  esteemed  the  pattern  ruling  Prince  in  Europe. 

His  domestic  life  was  not  a  happy  one.  His  two  eldest  sons  were 

imbecile,  the  third  blind,  and  the  fourth,  with  whom  his  father  was  not 

on  good  terms,  was  "  Brunswick's  fated  Chieftain  "  who  fell  at  Quartre 
Bras.  His  eldest  daughter  married  miserably  in  Russia,  while  the 

youngest  daughter,  Caroline,  became  the  unfortunate  Consort  of  George 

the  Fourth.  Letters  written  by  the  latter,  who  is  described  as  Princess 

Caroline  of  Wales,  wife  of  the  Prince  Regent  and  afterwards  his  Queen, 

were  printed  in  "  The  Globe  "  of  May  30th,  1813,  and  recently,  on 
the  same  day,  one  hundred  years  later,  they  were  reprinted  in  that 

paper.  The  Prince  had  refused  to  see  his  wife  ever  since  the  first  year 

of  their  marriage,  and,  writing  to  him  a  bitter  letter  of  complaint, 

she  says,  "  I  have  been  declared  innocent  :  I  will  not  submit  to  be 

treated  as  guilty  ". 
At  the  present  time,  if  the  Kaiser  is  not  the  founder  he  is,  at  all 

events,  the  organiser  of  modern  Germany.  In  1913,  his  only  daughter, 

Princess  Victoria  Louise,  married  the  son  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 

and  his  triumphant  diplomacy  was  crowned  with  success  on  November 

3rd,  1913,  when  Prince  Ernest  Augustus  of  Cumberland,  described  in  the 

Almanach  de  Gotha  for  1914,  as  Prince  Ernest  Auguste,  Due  de  Bruns- 

-wick  et  de  Lunebourg,  and  his  bride,  entered  Brunswick,  as  the  Duke  and 

Duchess.    From  that  moment,  there  was  removed  any  ill-feeling  between 
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the  House  of  Hanover  and  the  German  throne.  This  event  was  of  special 

interest  for  the  British  nation  with  its  friendly  and  intimate  connection 

with  Brunswick  ;  for,  the  younger  branch  of  Brunswick-Liineburg, 

namely,  that  of  Hanover,  founded  for  Great  Britain  her  present  dynasty. 

In  the  Gazette  of  July  17th,  1914,  it  was  officially  announced  that 

King  George  V.  had  been  pleased  to  declare  and  ordain  that  the  children 

born  to  their  Royal  Highnesses  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Brunswick 

and  Liineburg  shall  at  all  times  hold  and  enjoy  the  style  and  attribute 

of  "  Highness  "  with  their  titular  dignity  of  Prince  or  Princess  prefixed 
to  their  respective  Christian  names,  or  with  any  titles  of  honour  which 

may  belong  to  them  ;  and,  that  the  designation  of  the  said  children 

shall  be  "  a  Prince  (or  Princess)  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland  ". 
A  son  was  born  to  their  Royal  Highnesses  in  March,  1914. 

Until  1792,  the  public  life  of  the  Hereditary  Prince  was  one  of 

unqualified  success.  His  fame  was  European,  and,  by  competent  judges, 

he  was  held  to  be  a  really  great  man. 

Yet,  even  in  early  life,  he  showed  a  tendency  to  call  in  too 

many  counsellors,  and  a  proneness  to  follow  the  last  opinion.  His 

feeling  towards  his  two  uncles  was  one  of  reverential  affection,  and  he 

rendered  to  them  implicit  and  unquestioning  obedience.  To  the  end, 

this  had  an  unconscious  influence  when  he  was  brought  into  personal 

contact  with  the  reigning  sovereign,  and,  both  for  Germany  and  for  the 

Prince,  the  consequences  were  disastrous.  Personally,  he  was  daily  in 

the  pillory  of  self-inspection,  and,  as  years  went  on,  his  pedantic  exact- 

-ness  in  examining  the  most  minute  detail,  and  in  turning  every  subject 

inside  out,  made  it  difficult  for  him  to  arrive  at  any  decision  ;  so  that, 

he  was  unable  to  give  a  direct  answer  "  yes  "  or  "  no  ". 
Nevertheless,  so  high  was  he  held  in  estimation,  that,  in  1792,  he 

was  invited  to  Paris,  where  he  was  offered  the  command  of  the  French 

Army,  which  invitation  he  wisely  declined.  He  loathed  the  ideas  of  the 

Emigres,  and,  though  from  his  liberal  views  he  was  regarded  as  a  demo- 

-cratic  Prince,  he  had  a  deeply-rooted  aversion  to  the  democracy.    He 
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deprecated  as  an  illusion  the  possible  invasion  of  France,  and  he  explained 

to  a  French  envoy  that,  if  he  were  to  attempt  to  invade  that  country, 

he  would  place  two  armies  on  the  frontier  in  impregnable  positions,  and 

then  allow  the  armies  of  the  Republic  to  shatter  themselves  against  them. 

At  the  same  time,  at  the  command  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  for  whose 

abilities  he  had  a  profound  contempt,  he  drew  up  a  plan  for  the  invasion 

of  France.  In  deference  to  the  opinion  of  the  King,  he  diverted  the 

army  from  the  line  of  advance  upon  which  he  had  decided,  although  it  was 

unquestionably  the  best.  This  has  been  described  as  an  act  of  madness, 

and  its  direct  consequence  was  the  defeat  at  Valmy  on  September  20th, 

1794,  which  showed  the  French  Republic  and  their  enemies  the  power 

of  the  French  Army.  Goethe,  who  was  present  at  the  battle  as  a 

spectator,  was  asked  by  Prussian  Officers  in  their  consternation,  when 

all  was  over,  what  he  thought  of  the  engagement,  and  he  replied,  "  from 

this  place,  and  from  this  day  forth,  commences  a  new  era  in  the  world's 

history,  and  you  can  all  say  you  were  present  at  its  birth  ". 
His  retreat  was  a  masterpiece  of  skill,  and  he  recaptured  Frankfurt, 

occupying  a  very  strong  position  on  the  heights  of  Kiltrichon  near 

Pirmasens.  He  inflicted  a  signal  defeat  on  the  French.  In  this  battle, 

the  Duke  led  the  storming  columns  against  the  heights  of  Kiltrichon. 

He  wanted  to  pursue  the  French,  but  the  incapable  Sovereign  again 

intervened,  and  the  fruits  of  victory  were  thrown  away.  To  Massenbach 

he  wrote,  "  we  could  have  conquered  France,  but  we  are  making  her  all 

powerful,  and  we  shall  go  under  ". 
While  in  winter-quarters,  by  a  series  of  feigned  movements,  he 

induced  Hoche  to  attack  him,  and  this  developed  into  the  three  days' 
battle  of  Kaiserlautern,  fought  on  November  28th,  29th  and  30th.  On 

the  second  day,  the  Duke  took  the  offensive,  and  the  long  struggle 

ended  in  the  total  defeat  of  the  French.  Again  the  King  would  not  allow 

him  to  follow  up  the  victory. 

Disgusted  and  disappointed,  he  wrote  to  the  successor  of  Frederick 

the  Great,  on  January  9th,  1794,  "  suspicion,  egotism,  and  a  spirit  of 

cabal,  have  in  two  campaigns  destroyed  the  result  of  every  measure  ", 
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and,  in  conclusion,  he  added,  "  prudence  requires,  honour  demands, 

resignation  ",  and,  forthwith,  he  left  the  Army.  Pirmasens  and  Kaiser- 
-lautern  were  real  victories.  He  failed  only  on  the  moral  side.  He  had 

the  strength  to  save  Germany,  and,  had  he  exerted  that  strength,  he  would 

have  been  supported  by  the  powers  opposed  to  France.  That  he  failed 

to  do  so  is  the  reproach  that  must  stand  against  his  name. 

The  plan  of  the  campaign  was  altered  at  the  instance  of  the  King, 

and,  rather  than  consent  to  its  alteration,  the  Duke  should  have 

immediately  resigned.  With  the  arrival  of  the  King  all  unity  of 

command  disappeared. 

The  battle  of  Auerstadt  was  fought  on  the  same  date  as  that  of 

Jena,  October  14th,  1806.  The  Duke  of  Brunswick  was  then  in  his 

71st  year,  but  showed  the  activity  and  keenness  of  a  young  man.  He 

personally  reconnoitred  the  ground  and  the  enemy's  movements.  The 
roar  of  the  guns  was  the  only  tonic  which  he  needed  to  restore  within 

him  his  soldierly  instinct.  He  was  at  once  a  man  of  action  ready  to  meet 

every  emergency  in  the  battle-field.  At  a  glance,  he  fixed  the  key  of  the 

position  on  some  low  hills  that  commanded  Hassenhausen.  His  disposi- 

-tions  were  made  up  by  mid-day.  He  led  the  attack  on  the  centre  of 

the  village.  The  attack  on  the  French  was  being  pressed  home,  and  the 

low  hills  were  being  occupied,  when  the  Duke  was  grievously  wounded. 

To  encourage  the  troops  who  were  in  front  of  Hassenhausen,  he 

placed  himself  at  their  head,  and  at  that  moment  a  shot  passed 

through  his  nose,  grazing  both  his  eyes  and  blinding  him.  Even  after 

this  desperate  wound,  and  with  his  face  bound-up,  he  remounted  :  but, 
the  effort  was  beyond  human  endurance,  and  he  was  carried  off  the 

field.  The  incapacity  of  the  King  was  now  supreme,  he  could  neither 

command  the  Army  himself,  nor  nominate  anyone  else  to  command  it. 

Had  the  Duke  not  been  wounded,  the  French  would  have  been 

annihilated  ;   whereas,  they  won  the  fight. 

In  the  hour  of  defeat  and  disaster,  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  was  a 

great  man,  but,  from  Hastenbach  to  Auerstadt,  he  was  a  hero. 

He  died  on  November  10th,  1806,  at  Ottensen,  where  he  was  buried. 
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CHAPTER   XII. 

THE    MINDEN    REGIMENTS. 

THE    SUFFOLK    REGIMENT. 

Regimental  District  No.  12. 

The  details  of  great  national  events  are  embodied  in  the  little-known 
histories  of  the  Regiments  of  the  British  Army.  The  deeds  that  won 

the  Empire,  and  handed  it  down  to  our  days,  are  set  forth  in  their 

volumes,  in  plain,  soldierly  words,  and  it  would  be  of  inestimable  value, 

in  the  promotion  of  patriotism,  were  school-children  taught  the  histories 

of  their  County-Regiments,  even  though  the  ancient  bugbear  of  a 

Standing-Army,  that  has  come  down  from  the  revolutionary  days  of 

1642,  should  arise.  Ignorance  is  preferred  frequently  to  knowledge, 

when  the  latter  is  antagonistic  to  personal  interests,  and  people  think 

in  an  individual,  rather  than  in  a  national  or  an  imperial  sense,  imperialism 

and  militarism  being  confused  as  synonymous  terms.  If  the  schools 

were  to  teach  history  in  its  truest  form,  reference  should  be  made  to  our 

regimental  histories,  in  order  to  appreciate  the  marvellous  work  which 

has  been  accomplished  by  our  Army,  with  its  continuous  and  unbroken 

record  since  1661,  or,  taking  the  date  of  the  Grenadier  Guards,  since 
1656. 

At  the  Restoration,  Charles  the  Second  disbanded  the  Army  of  the 

Commonwealth.  Those  dark-visaged  warriors,  who  received  their 

new  Sovereign  on  Hounslow  Heath  in  sullen  silence,  inspired  the  King 

with  anything  but  feelings  of  confidence. 

The  Army,  as  we  know  it,  was  created  by  degrees,  and  as  it  was 

needed,  to  meet  some  national,  or  dynastic,  emergency.     Thus,  many 
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of  our  regiments  are  associated  with  great  historical  events,  and 

this  applies  to  four  of  the  six  Minden  Regiments.  The  crisis  pro- 

-duced  by  the  Rebellion  of  Monmouth  brought  about  the  first  addition 

to  the  Army  to  which  it  is  necessary  to  refer.  Monmouth's  fate  was 
sealed  by  his  defeat  at  Sedgemoor  ;  but,  James  the  Second,  with  the 

fear  of  a  more  formidable  opponent  before  his  eyes,  increased  the  standing 

Army  by  twelve  Regiments  of  Cavalry  and  nine  Regiments  of  Infantry. 

One  of  the  latter  was  the  12th,  or  East  Suffolk,  Regiment.  The 

12th  Regiment  was  made  the  test-regiment  by  James  the  Second, 

and  all  its  officers  and  men,  except  about  a  dozen,  laid  down  their  arms, 

refusing  to  pledge  themselves  to  accept  the  King's  Declaration  of 
Indulgence  ;  and  now,  after  a  lapse  of  more  than  two  centuries,  history 

nearly  repeated  itself,  not  as  regards  a  Sovereign  or  a  dynasty,  but  as 

regards  a  great  political  party,  had  not  the  situation  been  saved  by  the 

action  of  an  incautious  general. 

When  James  the  Second  was  deposed,  the  Army  passed  over  to 

William  the  Third  and  under  this  Sovereign,  in  1690,  it  saw  its  first 

active  engagement  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  followed  in  quick 

succession  by  engagements  at  Athlone,  Aughrim,  Waterford  and 

Limerick.  Variety  of  scene  was  not  wanting  in  the  17th  and  18th 

Centuries.  In  1694  and  1695,  the  12th  Regiment  was  fighting  in 

Flanders,  whence  it  went  to  the  West  Indies.  In  1708,  it  had  the  good 

fortune  to  serve  under  Marlborough  at  the  Siege  of  Lisle. 

The  12th  fought  at  Dettingen  in  1743,  when  George  the  Second 

was  present,  and  this  was  the  last  battle  at  which  an  English 

King  commanded  in  person.  At  Fontenoy,  where  a  sanguinary  effort 

was  made  by  Cumberland  to  take  a  heavily  entrenched  camp,  the  losses 

of  the  12th  exceeded  those  of  any  other  corps  engaged,  and  it  was 

honoured  by  being  one  of  four  Regiments  mentioned  in  the  Duke's 
despatches.  Such  were  the  distinctions  of  the  18th  century.  In  the 

"  Seven  Years'  War  ",  at  the  Battle  of  Minden,  on  the  right  of  the 
first  line  of  the  British  Infantry,  the  12th  bore  the  full  brunt  of  the  charges 

of  the  French  Cavalry  and  of  the  storm  of  artillery  and  musket-fire, 
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and,  as  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick  declared,  "  gained  immortal 

glory  ".  Its  casualties  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  were  19  officers 
and  283  men.  It  was  present  also  at  Warburg,  Vellinghausen  and 

Wilhelmstahl. 

Sixteen  years  elapsed,  and  the  12th  earned  distinction  again  at 

Gibraltar,  during  the  siege  of  the  fortress,  which  lasted  five  years,  from 

1779  to  1783.  It  was  one  of  the  three  Regiments  that  made  the  famous 

sortie  on  November  26th,  1781,  when  the  Spanish  works,  of  which  the 

erection  had  cost  two  million  pounds,  were  destroyed.  This  siege 

showed  the  stern,  resolute  character  of  the  British  soldier,  and  here 

the  17th  won  the  "  Castle  and  Key  "  which  are  the  regimental  badge. 
Under  Sir  Charles  Grey,  the  flank  companies  took  part  in  the  capture 

of  Port  Royal  and  Guadeloupe.  The  deadly  nature  of  service  in  the 

West  Indies  in  the  18th  century  can  be  estimated  by  the  fact  that  only 

three  survivors  of  these  two  Companies  rejoined  the  Regiment. 

From  1796  to  1817,  the  12th  served  in  India,  and  in  the  Mauritius. 

The  long  Napoleonic  struggle,  no  doubt,  was  the  cause  of  this 

prolonged  service  in  the  East.  In  1799,  it  took  part  in  the  Mysore  cam- 

-paign,  being  present  at  the  action  fought  at  Mallavelly,  and  at  the 

storming  of  Seringapatam.  It  was  the  Light  Company  of  the  12th  that 

intercepted  and  shot  the  Sultan  Tippoo  Sahib  and  his  guard,  as  they 

were  entering  the  fortress.  It  became  necessary  to  bring  the  Rajah  of 

Travancore  into  subjection,  and,  though  supported  only  by  Sepoys,  the 

12th  defeated  the  Travancore  army  at  Quilon  and  Cochin.  Their  service 

in  India  was  varied  by  an  expedition  which  captured  the  Islands  of 

Burbon  and  Mauritius  in  the  Indian  Ocean. 

From  India,  the  12th  was  transferred  to  Ireland  in  1817,  and  it  was 

not  engaged  again  on  active  service  until  1851-3,  when  it  fought  against 
the  Kaffirs  in  South  Africa,  and,  ten  years  later,  against  the  Maories  in 

New  Zealand.  In  1878-80,  it  was  in  Afghanistan,  and,  ten  years  later, 

it  took  part  in  the  Hazara  Black  Mountain  Expedition. 

In  1899,  when  England  was  at  war  with  the  Boers,  the  Suffolk 

Regiment  was  sent  to  South  Africa,  and  comprised  part  of  the  Army, 
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then  in  Cape  Colony  under  General  French,  to  resist  the  Boer  invasion. 

At  Colesburg,  it  met  with  a  repulse  in  making  a  midnight-attack  upon 

a  Boer  position.  In  this  unfortunate  affair,  it  lost  11  officers, 

including  the  Commanding  Officer,  and  150  men.  The  Suffolk  subse- 

-quently  fought  in  various  parts  of  South  Africa,  with  the  entire 

confidence  of  the  Generals  under  whom  they  served. 

This  brief  outline  of  the  services  of  this  "  Minden  Regiment  "  may 
be  concluded  by  mentioning  the  fact  that  between  1864  and  1903,  four 

officers  of  the  "  Suffolks  "  won  the  Victoria  Cross. 

The  Suffolk  Regiment  bears  upon  its  colours,  The  Castle  and  Key, 

superscribed  "  Gibraltar,  1779-83  ",  with  the  motto,  "  Montis  Insignia 

Calpe ",  underneath.  The  battle-honours  are  Dettingen,  Minden, 

Seringapatam,  India,  South  Africa,  1851-2-3,  New  Zealand,  Afghanistan, 

1878-80,  South  Africa,  1899-1902. 

THE    LANCASHIRE    FUSILIERS. 

Regimental  District  No.  20. 

The  dark  forebodings  of  James  the  Second  were  soon  realised,  and 

the  landing  at  Torbay  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  with  an  army,  brought 

about  a  bloodless  revolution.  On  reaching  Exeter,  William  sanctioned 

an  augmentation  of  the  Army  and  the  immediate  raising  of  three  Regi- 

-ments,  one  of  them  being  the  20th.  Recruited  in  and  about  Exeter, 

it  was  given  the  name  of  the  East  Devonshire  Regiment  in  1782,  and 

nominally  Devonshire  was  its  home  until  1881,  when  it  became  the 

Lancashire  Fusiliers.  Famous  soldiers  have  commanded  it.  Under 

Gustavus  Hamilton  it  fought  at  the  Boyne,  Athlone,  Aughrim  and 

Limerick.  Portugal  and  the  West  Indies  absorbed  it  during  the 

brilliant  campaigns  of  Marlborough.  Dettingen,  Culloden  and  Fontenoy 

are  names  that  need  only  be  repeated  to  show  that  it  hurried  from  one 

field  of  action  to  another.  For  nine  years  it  was  under  the  personal 

command  of  Wolfe,  and  by  him  it  was  brought  to  a  state  of  efficiency 

hitherto  unknown  in  the  British  Army. 

At  the  Battle  of  Minden,  the  20th  was  on  the  right  of  the  second 
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line  of  British  Infantry,  and  its  losses  exceeded  those  of  any  other  corps 

engaged,  in  fact  they  were  so  heavy  that  Prince  Ferdinand  by  a  special 

order  struck  the  Regiment  off  duty.  On  the  following  day,  this  order 

was  cancelled  by  the  announcement  that  Kingsley's  Regiment,  at  its 
own  request,  resumed  its  duty.  There  is  a  tradition  that  the  survivors 

of  the  Regiment,  as  they  passed  through  some  gardens  near  the  town 

of  Minden,  plucked  roses  and  stuck  them  in  their  caps.  This  tradition 

has  been  accepted  by  every  succeeding  generation  and,  on  August  1st, 

the  anniversary  of  the  battle,  roses  are  worn  by  the  whole 

Regiment.  The  red  rose,  moreover,  is  the  badge  of  the  County  of 

Lancaster.  The  20th  took  part  in  the  actions  fought  at  Warburg, 

Vellinghausen,  Kloster  Kampen  and  Wilhelmsthal.  The  Grenadiers 

of  the  Army  were  commanded  by  Colonel  Beckwith,  and  one  Battalion 

of  Grenadiers  by  Major  Maxwell,  both  officers  of  the  20th. 

It  is  of  interest  to  record  that  Ensign  Lawrence  carried  one  of  the 

colours  of  the  20th  in  the  Battle  of  Minden,  and  that  he  was  the  great- 

grandfather of  Major-General  (then,  Brigadier-General)  Fry,  C.V.O., 
C.B.,  who  in  1909  commanded  the  East  Lancashire  Territorial  Division. 

Moreover,  Captain  C.  L.  Lutyens,  an  officer  of  the  20th  Regiment, 

living  at  The  Cottage,  Thursley,  Godalming,  is  related  to  the 

German  General  von  Wangenheim,  the  space  between  whose  Hanoverian 

Division  on  the  left  and  the  rest  of  Prince  Ferdinand's  line 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  French  Marshal  Contades,  and 

induced  him  to  make  the  advance,  which  was  one  of  the  first 
moves    of  the  battle. 

Captain  Lutyens,  who  was  85  years  of  age  on  January  15th,  1914, 

provides  an  illustration  of  historical  bridging  ;  for,  three  generations  of 

his  family,  covering  a  period  of  155  years,  connect  him  with  the  Battle 

of  Minden.  The  father  of  Captain  Lutyens  was  for  a  long  time  in 

the  Commissariat  in  the  Peninsula,  and  died  leaving  two  sons,  and  a 

daughter  who  died  young.  Captain  Lutyens  was  a  son  by  a  second 

marriage.  He  left  home  when  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  never 

saw  his   father   again.     The   portrait    of    General    von    Wangenheim, 
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reproduced  in  this  book,  was  painted  by  an  artist  named  Braun.  It 

is  in  the  possession  of  Captain  Lutyens  and,  with  it,  are  portraits  of 

Madame  von  Wangenheim  and  of  the  wife  of  her  step-son  Captain 

Lutyens.  The  widowed  Madame  von  Wangenheim  lived  in  London 

with  her  and  her  husband,  and  the  Royal  Dukes  of  the  time  used  to 
visit  her. 

The  glories  of  the  "  Seven  Years'  War  "  were  not  repeated  in  the 
fratricidal  struggle  with  the  American  Colonists,  but  soldiers  never  fought 

better  than  those  of  Burgoyne's  small  Army  at  Freeman's  Farm  and  Bemus 
Heights.     The  surrender  at  Saratoga  gave  America  her  independence. 

The  20th  bore  its  share  in  the  acquisition  of  the  West  Indies,  and, 

after  one  short  campaign  in  St.  Domingo,  less  than  100  men  returned  to 

England.  Within  three  years  of  its  return,  the  20th  was  fighting  against 

the  combined  forces  of  the  French  and  Dutch  in  Holland,  and,  at  the 

Battle  of  Krabbendam,  it  held  the  salient  point  during  a  critical  turn 

of  the  battle.    It  fought  again  in  the  two  battles  of  Egmont-op-Zee. 

The  good  fortunes  of  the  20th  followed  it  to  Italy,  where,  in  1806, 

it  took  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  defeat  of  the  French  at  the  Battle  of 

Maida,  which  was  the  first  check  administered  by  the  British  to  Napo- 

-leon's  soldiers.  England  was  now  in  the  throes  of  the  Napoleonic 
struggle,  and  the  20th  took  its  share  in  the  War  in  the  Peninsula,  and 

in  the  final  expulsion  of  the  French  from  Spain  and  Portugal.  Vimiera, 

the  retreat  on  and  the  Battle  of  Corunna,  followed  by  the  Walcheren 

Expedition,  made  a  sojourn  of  two  years  in  the  South  of  Ireland  necessary 

for  recuperation. 

In  1812,  it  was  again  on  active  service  with  the  Army  in  the  Penin- 

-sula.  It  was  present  at  Vittoria,  and  at  all  the  actions  fought  on  the 

slopes  of  the  Pyrenees,  and,  finally,  it  took  part  in  the  invasion  of  France, 

and  the  Battles  of  Orthes,  the  Nivelle  and  Toulouse. 

It  was  permitted  to  the  20th  to  watch  the  last  days  of  Napoleon  at 

St.  Helena,  and,  that  they  performed  there  an  unpleasant  duty  with  a 

kindly  consideration  for  the  susceptibilities  of  the  illustrious  prisoner, 

is  testified  by  the  fact  that  he  made  presentations  to  the  two  officers 
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who  had   been  brought   in   personal    contact  with  him,  and   that  he 

gave  to  the  officers'  mess  a  copy  of  Cox's  "  Life  of  Marlborough  ". 

Early  in  the  year  1914,  the  French  training-ship  "  Jeanne  d'Arc  ", 
with  seventy  naval  cadets  visited  Karachi  in  India,  where  the  1st 

Battalion  of  the  Lancashire  Fusiliers,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  H. 

V.  S.  Ormond,  was  stationed.  There  was  a  cordial  reception  by  the 

municipality  and  by  the  military,  the  English  soldiers  and  the  French 

sailors  fraternizing  together.  The  French  officers  were  delighted  with  the 

Napoleonic  relics  in  the  mess,  and  some  of  them  were  quite  affected. 

A  tour  of  service  in  India,  in  the  West  Indies,  and  in  Canada,  filled 

up  the  long  period  of  peace  between  Waterloo  and  the  Crimean  War, 

in  which  the  Regiment  took  part  in  the  Battles  of  the  Alma,  Balaclava 

and  the  Siege  of  Sebastopol,  and  at  Inkerman,  centred  about  the  Sand- 

-bag  Battery,  it  lost  more  than  any  other  Regiment  engaged,  the  Guards 

alone  excepted.  Returning  to  England  in  1856,  it  was  after  a  short 

interval  of  one  year  sent  to  India,  where  it  took  part  in  the  siege  and 

capture  of  Lucknow,  and  in  other  actions,  until  the  Mutiny  was 

suppressed. 

In  the  "  Times  "  of  September  6th,  1904,  Major-General  Sir  Owen 
Tudor  Burne  drew  attention  to  the  connection  of  the  Japanese  Army  with 

the  Lancashire  Fusiliers,  and  allusion  to  it  is  made  in  "  A  History  of  the 

Lancashire  Fusiliers  ",  by  Major  B.  Smyth,  M.V.O.  I  have  now  received 
a  letter  from  a  correspondent,  who  recently  made  for  me  some  inquiries 

on  the  subject,  aDd  ascertained  the  facts  from  a  Japanese  gentleman, 

who  himself  received  military  instruction  at  the  Camp  in  Yokohama, 

in  the  far-off  days  of  1864,  when  the  XX.  Regiment  was  stationed  there. 

He  writes,  "  The  name  of  my  informant  is  Takashi  Masuda,  a  man  of 

quite  exceptional  ability,  who  is  now  the  ManagiDg-Director  of  the 
House  of  Mitsui  &  Company,  the  Rothschilds  of  Japan.  Masuda  was 

born  in  the  island  of  Sado  in  1848.  His  father  was  a  Samurai  in  the  ser- 

-vice  of  the  Shogun,  and  Masuda  himself  became  a  Cavalry-Officer  in 
the  same  service.  Both  father  and  son  came  to  France  in  1862  in  the 

retinue  of  two  Ambassadors  sent  by  the  Shogun's  Government.      He 
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told  me  incidentally  that  two  or  three  members  of  this  Embassy  had 

brought  with  them  suits  of  Japanese  armour,  and,  by  desire  of  the 

Emperor  Napoleon  the  Third,  they  attended  a  review  of  troops  clad  in 

this  bizarre  array. 

"  When  I  arrived  in  Japan  in  June,  1866,  Yokohama  was  guarded 
by  the  Norfolk  Regiment.  They  had  relieved  the  Lancashire  Fusiliers  : 

but,  a  certain  number  of  the  latter  remained,  with  three  of  their  Officers, 

namely,  Captain  Rochfort,  Lieutenant  Webster,  Lieutenant  Harris 

the  musketry-instructor,  and  Ensign  De  la  Pere  Robinson.  Of  these  four 

Officers,  Colonels  Webster  and  Robinson  are  the  survivors  to-day.  I 

remember  all  these  Officers,  but  Webster  was  the  only  one  whom  I 

actually  knew  :  they  left  soon  after  my  arrival. 

"  Mr.  Harris  had  devoted  himself  to  training  some  Officers  and 
Troops  of  the  Shogun  Iyemochi,  Masuda  among  the  number.  The 

Commander  was  an  Officer  whose  rank  corresponded  to  Colonel  :  his 

name  being  Kubota  Sentaro.  This  was  undoubtedly  the  body  of  troops, 

two  thousand  strong,  of  which  you  spoke  as  having  been  brigaded  with 

our  Troops  on  October  20th,  1864,  and  as  wearing  their  quaint  chain- 

-armour,  with  swords,  bows  and  arrows,  as  their  weapons.  I  have  a 

clear  recollection  of  having  seen  a  Photograph  of  Sentaro  himself 
taken  in  his  armour. 

"  The  Shogun  Iyemochi  died  in  August,  1866,  and  the  new  Shogun 
Yoshihisa,  better  known  perhaps  as  Keiki,  found  himself  face  to  face  with 

the  revolt  of  the  Southern  Daimios,  which  resulted  in  the  restoration  of 

the  Mikado,  and  the  abolition  of  the  Shogunate.  Hostilities  were  of 

brief  duration,  and  the  fate  of  the  Shogun  was  decided  at  the  battle  of 

Fushimi,  near  Kioto.  At  this  engagement  Kubota  Sentaro  was  killed. 

This  was  in  1868.  In  a  Japanese  History  entitled  '  Kinse*  Shiriaku  ',  he 
is  described  as  Kubota  Bizen-no-kami,  that  is,  Lord  of  Bizen — he  had 

evidently  been  ennobled  either  by  Iyemochi  or  Keiki — ,  and  as  formerly 
Commander  of  the  Japanese  garrison  at  Yokohama. 

"  Keiki,  the  last  Shogun,  died  this  year  (1914)  in  Tokio.  I  think 
he  was  about  74  years  of  age.    After  his  defeat,  he  soon  became  a  loyal 
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subject  of  the  Emperor,  when  he  was  given  the  rank  of  Prince,  by  the 

Emperor.    Masuda  said  he  was  '  A  very  happy  old  gentleman  '  ". 
After  an  interval  from  active  service  in  the  field  of  forty  years,  the 

2nd  Battalion  took  part  in  the  Battle  of  Khartoum,  and  in  the  final 

defeat  and  overthrow  of  the  Dervish  power  in  the  Sudan.  In  1900,  after 

the  outbreak  of  the  War  in  South  Africa,  it  served  with  the  Natal 

Army,  under  General  Buller,  in  the  operations  for  the  relief  of 

Ladysmith.  At  Spion  Kop,  on  January  24th,  1900,  it  suffered  heavily, 

its  casualties  in  killed  and  wounded  being  12  officers  and  225  men.  It 

served  until  the  end  of  the  War  in  South  Africa. 

The  Lancashire  Fusiliers  bear  upon  their  colours,  The  Sphinx 

superscribed  "  Egypt ",  The  Red  Rose,  and  the  motto,  "  Omnia 

audax ",  which  may  be  translated,  "  daring  in  all  things ".  The 

battle-honours  are  Dettingen,  Minden,  Egmont-op-Zee,  Maida, 

Vimiera,  Corunna,  Vittoria,  Pyrenees,  Orthes,  Toulouse,  Peninsula, 

Alma,  Inkerman,  Sevastopol,  Lucknow,  Khartoum,  South  Africa, 

1899-1902,  Relief  of  Ladysmith. 

THE    ROYAL    WELSH    FUSILIERS. 

Regimental  District  No.  23. 

The  23rd  Regiment,  or  the  Welsh  Fusiliers,  now  the  Royal 

Welsh  Fusiliers,  one  of  the  Regiments  added  to  the  Army  by  William 

the  Third,  came  into  existence  in  the  year  1689.  It  was  raised  in  Wales, 

and,  throughout  its  distinguished  career,  it  has  been  a  Welsh  Regiment. 

Its  first  fighting-service  was  under  William  in  Ireland.  In  1694  and 

1695,  it  was  in  active  service  in  Flanders,  and  its  first  battle-honour  is 

"  Namur  "  :  this  was  the  largest  operation  in  war  of  William,  and  it 

cost  him  12,000  men.  The  Regiment  took  part  in  Marlborough's 
Campaign,  including  the  celebrated  march  to  the  Danube  and  the 

Battles  of  Blenheim,  Ramillies,  Oudenarde  and  Malplaquet,  names  of 

which  the  British  Army  has  cause  to  be  proud.  After  the  peace  of 

Utrecht,  it  had  conferred  upon  it  the  distinctive  honour  of  becoming 
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the  "  Prince  of  Wales  Own  Royal  Regiment  of  Welsh  Fusiliers  ".  In 
1715,  it  was  engaged  in  Scotland  in  suppressing  the  rebellion  in  favour 

of  the  Pretender,  and  it  took  part  in  the  Battle  of  Sheriffmuir.  When 

England  became  involved  in  the  War  of  the  Austrian  Succession,  the 

23rd  fought,  in  1743,  at  Dettingen  under  George  the  Second. 

Fontenoy  and  Culloden  were  its  military  services  in  1745. 

The  surrender  of  Port  Mahon  in  Minorca,  after  a  siege  of  70  days, 

cast  no  reflection  on  the  honour  of  the  23rd,  or  of  the  other  three 

Regiments,  who  gallantly  defended  it,  sacrificed  as  they  were  by  the 

neglect  of  the  Government  at  home.  It  was  for  the  failure  at  Minorca 

that  Admiral  Byng  paid  the  penalty  with  his  life. 

"  The  Seven  Years'  War  "  brought  the  Welsh  Fusiliers  the  honours 
of  Minden,  Warburg,  Kloster  Kampen,  Vellinghausen,  Wilhelmsthal 

and  Amoneburg. 

In  the  war  with  the  American  Colonists,  the  23rd  took  part  in  the 

battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  and  they  had  subsequently  the  unusual  experience 
of  serving  as  Marines  on  board  the  Fleet  commanded  by  the  gallant 

Admiral  Lord  Howe.  They  continued  to  serve  against  the  Colonists, 

and  took  part  in  the  action  of  Guildford  Court  Home.  The  Regiment 

was  one  of  those  that  defended  Yorktown,  and  it  was  included  in  the  terms 

of  capitulation,  remaining  prisoners  of  war  until  the  independence  of  the 

United  States  was  declared  in  January,  1783. 

It  was  then  on  home  service  for  eleven  years,  1783-94,  and  it  went 

to  the  West  Indies  in  the  last-named  year. 

After  two  years'  service  in  St.  Domingo,  it  returned  to  England 
a  mere  skeleton,  in  1796.  Under  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  it  fought  against 

the  French  Republican  troops  in  Holland,  where  it  won  the  honour 

"  Egmont-op-Zee  ".  It  formed  part  of  the  Expedition  to  Egypt  under 
Sir  Ralph  Abercromby. 

The  Welsh  Fusiliers  contributed  to  the  defeat  of  Napoleon,  beginning 

with  the  retreat  of  Corunna  and  ending  with  Waterloo,  and,  in  the 

meantime,  they  took  part  in  the  victories  of  Albuera,  forming  with 

the  7th  the  famous   "  Fusilier  Brigade "  whose  services  are   so   well 
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narrated  by  Napier,  Badajoz,  Salamanca,  Vittoria,  Pyrenees,  Nivelle, 

Orthes  and  Toulouse.  The  Crimean  War  brought  to  an  end  the  forty 

years  of  peace  between  the  great  nations  :  in  the  first  fight,  the  Battle 

of  the  Alma,  the  23rd  distinguished  themselves  especially  at  the 

storming  of  the  "  Great  Redoubt  ",  and  their  losses  were  proportionately 
heavy.  They  were  at  Inkerman  and  the  Siege  of  Sebastopol.  After 

a  brief  interval,  the  Welsh  Fusiliers  were  in  India,  serving  under  Field- 

-Marshal  Lord  Clyde  at  the  siege  and  capture  of  Lucknow,  and  in 
subsequent  operations. 

The  Ashantee  War  in  1873,  with  the  capture  of  Coomassie,  under 

Sir  Garnet  Wolseley,  and  the  Burmah  War  of  1885,  kept  this  distinguished 

Regiment  experienced  in  actual  warfare. 

The  Welsh  Fusiliers  formed  part  of  the  Army  under  General  Buller 

which  relieved  Ladysmith,  and  it  served  throughout  the  South  African 

Campaign  until  its  close  in  1902. 

A  detachment  of  the  Regiment  was  at  Pekin  in  1900  to 

secure  the  Consulates,  and  this  is  the  last  honour  borne  on  the 
colours. 

In  the  Crimea,  three  officers  and  three  non-commissioned  officers 
won  the  Victoria  Cross. 

There  is  one  distinguishing  mark  that  the  Officers  and  Staff-Sergeants 

of  the  Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers  have  been  permitted  to  wear,  namely,  the 

"  Flash  ",  which  is  a  knot  of  black  ribbon  worn  at  the  back  of  the  neck 
on  the  collar  of  the  tunic.  The  23rd  were  the  last  Regiment  in  the 

Army  who  wore  the  powdered  hair  and  pig-tail,  and  they  retained  the 

ribbon  in  imitation  of  the  queue-bag. 

The  Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers  bear  upon  their  colours,  The  Plume  of 

the  Prince  of  Wales.  In  the  first  and  fourth  corners  the  Rising  Sun  ; 

in  the  second  corner  the  Red  Dragon  ;  in  the  third  corner  the  White 

Horse  with  motto,  "  Nee  aspera  terrent  ".  The  Sphinx,  superscribed 

"  Egypt  ".  The  battle-honours  are  Namur,  1695,  Blenheim,  Ramillies, 
Oudenarde,  Malplaquet,  Dettingen,  Minden,  Corunna,  Martinique,  1809, 

Albuhera,    Badajoz,  Salamanca,   Vittoria,   Pyrenees,    Nivelle,    Orthes, 
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Toulouse,  Peninsula,  Waterloo,  Alma,  Inkerman,  Sevastopol,  Lucknow, 

Ashantee,  Burma,  1885-87,  South  Africa,  1899-1902,  Relief  of  Lady- 

-smith,  Pekin,  1900. 

THE    KING'S    OWN    SCOTTISH    BORDERERS. 

Regimental  District  No.  25. 

The  Earl  of  Leven  and  other  Scottish  adherents  of  William  the 

Third  raised  in  Edinburgh  in  March,  1689,  a  Regiment  of  1,000  men, 

and  tradition  says  that  this  was  accomplished  in  the  short  space  of  four 

hours.  The  fighting  qualities  of  the  new  Regiment  were  soon  put  to  the 

test.  Graham  of  Claverhouse  at  the  head  of  the  Highland  Clans, 

espoused  the  cause  of  James  the  Second.  General  Mackay  commanded 

the  army  of  William.  The  two  armies  met  in  the  Pass  of  Killiecrankie 

on  July  27th,  1689.  Mackay  was  defeated,  only  two  Regiments  making 

any  show  of  a  fight,  and  one  of  these  was  the  King's  Own  Scottish 
Borderers.  The  Regiment  went  from  Scotland  to  Ireland,  where  it 

took  part  in  the  operations  against  King  James. 

It  fought  at  Steinkirk  in  1692,  and  at  Landen  in  1694.  In  the 

latter  action,  the  cowardice  of  the  Dutch  Horse  brought  about  the 

defeat  of  the  Confederate  Army.  At  the  siege  of  Namur,  the  King's 

Own  Scottish  Borderers,  by  the  explosion  of  one  of  the  enemy's  mines, 
lost  20  officers  and  500  men.  The  Fortress  fell  to  William,  but  at 

the  great  sacrifice  of  12,000  men.  It  fought  the  Jacobites  at 

Sheriffmuir  in  1715.  In  1727,  the  Regiment,  besieged  in  Gibraltar 

from  February  to  June,  beat  off  20,000  Spaniards.  At  Fontenoy,  the 

King's  Own  Scottish  Borderers  suffered  heavily,  losing  no  less  than  206 
officers  and  men.  In  this  battle,  although  it  was  a  hopeless  contest  under 

a  Commander  of  such  moderate  ability  as  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who 

had  as  his  opponent  a  General  of  the  eminence  of  Marshal  Saxe,  the 

French  held  a  fortified  position,  and  the  British  were  sacrificed  by  the 

Dutch  who  refused  to  obey  orders. 
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The  25th  was  one  of  the  six  Minden  Regiments,  being  on  the  left 

of  the  second  line  in  the  brigade  of  General  Kingsley.  At  Warburg, 

Kloster  Kampen,  Vellinghausen  and  Wilhelmsthal,  they  bore  their 

share  of  the  righting. 

In  1782,  for  the  second  time,  they  were  engaged  in  defending 

Gibraltar  against  the  joint  efforts  of  France  and  Spain,  and  garrisoned 

it  afterwards  for  eleven  years,  only  returning  home  in  1793.  In  1793, 

they  acted  as  Marines,  and  in  this  service  they  were  doubly  fortunate,  for 

they  captured  a  vessel  valued  at  one  million  pounds  sterling,  which  gave 

them  a  rich  harvest  of  prize-money,  and  they  were  engaged  in  Lord  Howe's 
glorious  victory  over  the  French  on  June  1st,  1794.  A  detachment  of 

the  Regiment  was  present  at  the  siege  of  Toulon,  when  Lieutenant 

Napoleon  Bonaparte  of  the  French  Artillery  was  wounded.  In  1799, 

the  King's  Own  Scottish  Borderers  added  Egmont-op-Zee  to  their 

battle-honours,  and  two  years  later  they  were  under  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 

-cromby  when  the  French  were  driven  finally  out  of  Egypt.  Eight 

years  elapsed  before  the  Borderers  were  again  on  active  service.  In 

1809,  they  took  part  in  the  capture  of  Martinique  and  also  of  Guade- 
loupe. In  1814  and  1815,  they  were  serving  in  Holland.  Insurrection 

in  Cape  Colony  and  in  Canada  afforded  the  25th  the  only  active  service 

between  the  year  1809  and  the  year  1878,  when  it  took  part  in  the 

Afghan  campaign.  In  1888,  the  Borderers  were  in  the  Eastern  Sudan 

defending  Suakim  against  the  Dervishes,  helping  to  defeat  them  at 
Gemaizah. 

The  varied  service  of  a  British  Regiment  is  illustrated  by  that  of 

the  Borderers.  The  Cape,  Canada,  Eastern  Sudan,  Afghanistan,  China, 

Lushai,  Chitral  Relief  Force,  Tirah  Campaign,  are  names  following 

each  other  in  the  order  in  which  the  Regiment  was  engaged.  In  the 

Tirah  Campaign,  they  lost  four  officers  and  32  men  killed. 

In  the  Boer  War  of  1899-1902,  the  Borderers  bore  much  of  the  heat 

and  burden  of  the  campaign.  In  the  Orange  Free  State  and  the 

Transvaal  their  total  casualties  were  11  officers,  and  126  non- 

-commissioned     officers     and     men    killed,     and    5    officers    and    90 
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non-commissioned  officers   and  men  wounded.       One  officer  won  the 
Victoria  Cross. 

The  King's  Own  Scottish  Borderers  bear  upon  their  colours,  The 

Castle  of  Edinburgh,  with  the  motto  "  Nisi  Dominus  frustra  ".  In  the 

first  and  fourth  corners  the  Royal  Crest,  with  the  motto  "  In  Veritate 

Religionis  confido  ".  In  the  second  and  third  corners  the  White  Horse, 

with  "  Nee  aspera  terrent  ".  The  Sphinx,  superscribed  "  Egypt  ". 
The  battle-honours  are  Namur,  1695,  Minden,  Egmont-op-Zee,  Mar- 

tinique, 1809,  Afghanistan,  1878-80,  Chitral,  Tirah,  South  Africa,  1900-02, 
Paardeberg. 

THE    HAMPSHIRE    REGIMENT. 

Regimental  District  No.  37. 

This  Regiment  was  raised  in  Ireland  by  Colonel  Meredith,  after- 

-wards  Marlborough's  Adjutant-General,  in  1702,  and  it  was  given  the 
name  of  the  North  Hampshire  Regiment  in  1782.  In  two  years  and 

three  months  from  that  date,  it  fought  under  Marlborough  at  Blenheim, 

and,  remaining  with  Marlborough's  Army,  it  took  its  part  in  the 
Battles  of  Ramillies,  Oudenarde  and  Malplaquet.  Like  all  the  Minden 

Regiments,  with  the  exception  of  the  Yorkshire  Light  Infantry,  it 

fought  under  George  the  Second  at  Dettingen,  in  1743. 

It  formed  part  of  the  British  contingent  that  went  to  Germany  in 

1758,  and  served  in  the  Seven  Years'  War.  It  was  one  of  the  six  infantry 
regiments  that  destroyed  the  French  Cavalry  at  Minden,  being  the 

centre  Regiment  of  the  first  line.  The  sixty  French  squadrons  were 

shattered  by  "  the  immortal  six  ",  a  deed  that  calls  forth  as  much  admira- 
tion to-day  as  it  did  upwards  of  150  years  ago.  As  a  single  Battalion, 

that  is  before  it  was  joined  to*  the  67th  Regiment,  the  37th,  the 

Minden  Regiment,  had  three  honours. 

In  1761,  it  took  part  in  the  capture  of  Belle  Isle  off  the  Brittany 

coast,  and  it  took  part  in  the  Portuguese  Campaign  of  1762.  Thirty- 

-three  years  later  the  Regiment  distinguished  itself  in  the  battle  fought 

near  Tournay,  when   the   French   lost   6,000   in  killed   and  wounded. 
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It  fought  through  the  whole  war  of  the  American  Rebellion.  It 

garrisoned  Gibraltar,  1811-14.  The  Second  Battalion  served  under 
Graham  in  Holland  in  1814.  It  was  one  of  those  Regiments  that 

held  detached  positions  in  Spain,  and,  therefore,  it  did  not  share  in 

the  victories  won  by  Wellington,  but  its  services  were  recognised  by 

the  honour  "  Peninsula  "  being  placed  upon  its  colours. 

It  served  honourably  in  the  Indian  Mutiny,  1857—58. 
In  1904,  the  Regiment  had  the  exceptional  experience  of  having 

five  companies  serving  in  Arabia,  and  three  companies  in  Somaliland 

in  East  Africa,  at  the  same  time,  the  Somaliland  detachment  taking 

a  distinguished  part  in  the  defeat  of  the  Mullah  at  Jidballi,  and  also  in 

the  storming  of  Illig. 

In  the  following  list  of  honours,  "  Barrosa  ",  and  from  "Taku 

Forts  "  to  "  Burma,  1885-87  ",  inclusive,  belong  to  the  67th  and  not  to 
the  old  37th  of  Minden  days. 

The  Hampshire  Regiment  bears  upon  its  colours,  The  Royal  Tiger, 

superscribed  "  India  ".  The  battle-honours  are  Blenheim,  Ramillies, 
Oudenarde,  Malplaquet,  Dettingen,  Minden,  Tournay,  Barrosa,  Penin^ 

-sula,  Taku  Forts,  Pekin,  Charasiah,  Kabul,  1879,  Afghanistan,  1878-80, 

Burma,  1885-87,  South  Africa,  1900-02,  Paardeberg. 

THE    KING'S    OWN    (YORKSHIRE    LIGHT    INFANTRY). 

Regimental  District  No.  51. 

The  certainty  of  a  war  with  France  caused  a  large  increase  in  the 

Army  in  1755.  Twelve  Regiments  were  added  to  the  establishment, 

and  one  of  these  was  the  51st,  which  was  established  at  first  in  Exeter, 

and  then,  in  the  same  year,  transferred  to  Yorkshire.  A  public  meeting 

was  held  in  Leeds  in  March,  1756,  at  which  all  present  pledged  them- 

-selves  to  assist  in  providing  His  Majesty  with  a  Regiment  which,  in 

point  of  numbers  and  character  of  the  men,  should  be  worthy  of  the 

County.  Within  the  short  space  of  one  month,  there  was  presented  to 

His  Majesty  a  Regiment  of  800  men  who  agreed  to  serve  for  three 
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years,  or  for  as  long  a  time  as  the  country  was  at  war  or  needed  their 

services.  It  was  raised  eighty  years  after  the  raising  of  the  12th,  20th, 

23rd  and  25th  Regiments. 

The  51st  went  to  Germany  in  1758,  when  it  formed  part  of  the 

British  division  of  the  allied  armies  under  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Bruns- 

-wick.  At  Minden  it  was  in  the  centre  of  the  second  line,  sharing  the 

glories  of  the  victory.  It  served  throughout  the  campaign  and  returned 

to  England  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 

In  1771,  the  Regiment  was  ordered  to  Minorca,  where  it  remained  for 

eleven  years.  It  assisted  to  garrison  Fort  St.  Phillip,  which  was  besieged 

by  a  French  and  Spanish  force  of  14,000  men,  and,  when  the  Fort 

capitulated,  there  were  less  than  960  survivors  to  lay  down  their  arms 

out  of  the  four  battalions  of  the  garrison. 

The  51st  had  the  honour  of  having  as  one  of  its  officers  Sir  John 

Moore,  by  whom  it  was  commanded  from  1794  to  1796.  The  lustre 

of  his  great  name  remains  with  the  Regiment,  creating  a  feeling  of 

pride  in  every  succeeding  generation. 

The  Regiment  went  to  India  in  1798,  two  years  later  proceeding 

to  Ceylon,  where  it  was  engaged  in  the  war  against  the  King  of  Candy 
in  1803. 

In  1808,  the  51st  was  again  serving  under  its  former  Colonel, 

now  General  Sir  John  Moore,  in  the  retreat  on  Corunna,  and  by  a 

special  General  Order,  dated  May,  1809,  the  Regiment  was  made  a  Light 

Infantry  Regiment,  in  recognition  of  its  gallant,  steady  and  soldierly 

bearing  during  the  retreat,  and  especially  at  Lugo. 

In  the  Peninsular  War,  it  took  part  in  the  victories  of  Fuentes 

d'Onoro,  Badajoz,  Salamanca,  Vittoria,  Pyrenees,  Nivelle  and  Orthes. 
At  Waterloo,  it  was  on  the  right  of  the  British  position,  and  it  assisted 

in  the  defence  of  Hougomont.  In  1821,  the  title  of  King's  Own  Light 
Infantry  was  conferred  upon  it,  and  in  1887,  this  was  changed  to  the 

King's  Own  (Yorkshire  Light  Infantry). 
The  long  spell  of  peaceful  service  was  broken  in  Burmah  in  1852, 

when  "  Pegu  "  was  added  to  the  list  of  battle  honours.    Indian  service 
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claimed  it  twenty-five  years  later  in  1877,  when  it  formed  part  of  the 

Jowaki  Expedition,  and  it  went  through  the  campaign  of  Afghanistan, 

1878-80,  including  the  capture  of  Ali  Masjid.  Its  second  Battalion, 

formerly  the  105th  Madras  Light  Infantry,  has  also  an  honourable 

war  record. 

Four  sets  of  old  colours,  and  recently  a  fifth  set  of  the  2nd  Battalion, 

of  the  Yorkshire  Light  Infantry,  are  deposited  in  York  Minster.  The 

first  set  are  green,  matching  the  facings  of  the  Regiment  at  the  time, 

and  they  were  carried  at  the  Battle  of  Minden.  The  other  colours  are 

blue,  since  the  Yorkshire  Light  Infantry  became  a  Royal  Regiment. 

All  the  colours  have  beeD  deposited  in  York  Minster,  including  a  set 

carried  at  Waterloo,  with  the  exception  of  one  set  which  were  burnt  at 

Badajos  in  the  Peninsula. 

The  last  Victoria  Cross  hero  to  have  the  decoration  pinned  on  his 

breast  by  Queen  Victoria  was  Private  C.  Ward  of  the  2nd  Battalion  of 

this  Regiment.  With  four  others,  Private  Ward  attended  at  Windsor 

Castle  on  a  Saturday  in  December,  1900,  and  he  was  the  last  of  the  party 

to  be  decorated.    The  Queen  died  in  the  following  January. 

The  King's  Own  (Yorkshire  Light  Infantry)  bears  upon  its  colours, 

The  White  Rose,  with  the  motto,  "  Cede  nullis  ".  The  battle-honours 

are  Minden,  Corunna,  Fuentes  d'Onoro,  Salamanca,  Vittoria,  Pyrenees, 
Nivelle,  Orthes,  Peninsula,  Waterloo,  Pegu,  Ali  Masjid,  Afghanistan, 

1878-80,  Burma,  1885-87,  South  Africa,  1899-1902,  Modder  River. 

Referring  to  the  Campaign  Honours  of  the  Eighteenth  Century, 

the  military  correspondent  of  the  "  Morning  Post  ",  on  January  27th, 

1914,  wrote,  "  The  grant  of  '  North  America  1763-64 ',  as  a  regimental 

honour  to  the  Black  Watch  and  the  King's  Royal  Rifle  Corps  in  this 

month's  Army  Orders,  serves  to  draw  attention  to  a  singular  anomaly. 
Records  of  regimental  services  in  the  early  days  of  the  British  Standing 

Army  are  often  very  incomplete,  and  in  many  cases  considerable  doubt 

exists  as  to  whether  individual  corps  were,  or  were  not,  present  at  some 
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particular  action  in  the  field.  For  instance,  when  Sir  A.  Alison's  Com- 
-mittee,  some  twenty  years  ago,  recommended  that  a  number  of  regi- 

-ments  should  be  permitted  to  inscribe  the  titles  of  Marlborough's  four 

principal  victories  on  their  colours,  the  name  '  Lille  '  would  have  been 
added  in  commemoration  of  what  was  the  greatest  siege-triumph  of  those 

famous  campaigns,  had  it  been  possible  to  ascertain  exactly  which  corps 

would  have  been  entitled  to  the  distinction.  On  the  other  hand,  the 

contemporary  records  are  almost  invariably  explicit  as  to  the  dates 

when  individual  regiments  proceeded  to  a  theatre  of  war,  and  as  to  the 

dates  when  they  quitted  it.  The  consequence  is  that  in  cases  where  it 

is  proposed  to  grant  a  distinction,  not  for  a  particular  combat  or  siege, 

but  for  a  set  of  operations  as  a  whole,  there  can  seldom  be  any  difficulty 

in  enumerating  the  regiments  which  can  fairly  claim  it.  It  is  a  well- 

-understood  principle  that  no  honours  ought  to  be  granted  for  an  un- 

-successful  campaign,  and,  on  that  account,  no  notice  is  very  properly 

taken  even  of  successful  actions  fought  during  the  course  of  the  American 

War  of  Independence.  But,  successful  campaigns  ought  surely  to  be 

remembered  on  the  insignia  of  all  units  which  took  part  in  them. 

"  The  plan  has  the  merit  that  it  meets  the  case  of  corps  which  may 
not  have  enjoyed  the  good  fortune  to  be  present  at  any  of  the  more 

important  actions  of  the  struggle,  but  which  have  nevertheless  performed 

good  service,  and  contributed  to  secure  the  success  of  their  side.  Several 

Regiments  have  '  South  Africa  '  (with  the  date)  on  their  colours,  although 
they  show  no  other  distinction  in  connection  with  the  long-drawn-out 

struggle  which  lasted  from  1899  to  1902.  But,  oddly  enough,  the  prin- 

ciple has  not  hitherto  been  put  in  force  in  connection  with  the  triumphs 

of  the  British  Army  during  the  Eighteenth  Century,  and  the  grant  of 

1  North  America,  1763-64,'  therefore,  marks  a  distinct  step  in  advance. 
At  the  same  time  it  seems  somewhat  strange  that  the  success  of  the  old 

Royal  Americans  and  the  Black  Watch  over  the  Red  Man  should  be 

remembered,  when  numbers  of  regiments  which  fought  under  Prince 

Ferdinand  in  North  Germany  between  1758  and  1762  have  nothing  to 

show  for  their  services.    Mr.  Fortescue  has  pronounced  Prince  Ferdinand 
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to  have  been  the  '  greatest  commander  who  led  British  troops  to  victory 

between  Marlborough  and  Wellington  ',  and  few  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  story  of  his  campaigns  and  of  the  influence  which  they  exerted 

in  furthering  the  cause  of  Frederick  the  Great  will  dispute  this  verdict. 

"  It  is  true  that  the  names  '  Minden  ',  '  Emsdorf  '  and  '  Wilhelm- 

-sthal '  have  for  many  years  past  appeared  in  the  Army  List,  and  that 

'  Warburg  '  has  recently  been  added  to  these.  But  the  fact  remains 
that  several  regiments  were  present  in  the  theatre  of  war  and  took  part 

in  successful  engagements  there  which  are  at  present  completely  over- 

-looked.  The  Northumberland  Fusiliers  alone  show  the  honour  '  Wilhelm- 

-sthal ' — in  recognition  of  exceptionally  brilliant  services — ,  although 

practically  the  whole  of  Granby's  forces  were  present  on  the  battlefield. 
Only  the  cavalry-regiments  that  took  part  in  the  stirring  combat  of 

'  Warburg  '  display  the  name  on  their  appointments,  and  that  is  per- 
fectly right,  as  the  bulk  of  the  infantry  could  not  get  up  in  time  ;  but 

for  all  that,  the  grenadier-companies  of  a  number  of  battalions  played  a 

very  important  part  in  achieving  victory.  The  very  successful  action 

of  Kirch  Dinker  or  Vellinghausen  in  1761  would  certainly  not  have 

been  ignored  had  the  fight  taken  place  a  century  later.  The  proper 

course,  however,  would  seem  to  be  to  leave  matters  as  they  are  in  res- 

-pect  to  individual  engagements,  but  to  grant  '  North  Germany  ',  with 
the  date,  to  all  corps  that  fought  under  Prince  Ferdinand.  Those 

which,  in  addition  to  the  Minden  and  Warburg  regiments  and  the 

15th  Hussars  and  Northumberland  Fusiliers,  would  thus  be  enabled  to 

show  that  they  took  part  in  these  memorable  operations  of  war,  would 

appear  to  be  the  following  :  the  three  regiments  of  Foot  Guards  (the 

Guards  Brigade  only  arrived  in  1760,  after  Warburg),  the  Liverpool 

Regiment,  the  Devons,  the  South  Wales  Borderers,  the  West  Riding, 

and  the  Royal  West  Kent. 

"  This  same  principle  ought  also  to  be  applied  to  the  case  of  Marl- 

borough's campaign.  A  number  of  regiments  fought  during  the  first 
two  or  three  years  of  the  operations  in  the  Low  Countries,  which  were 

afterwards  transferred  to  the  Peninsula.    The  old  12th  Foot  (the  Suffolks) 
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joined  Marlborough  for  the  campaigns  of  1708  and  1709,  and  although 

not  present  at  either  Oudenarde  or  Malplaquet,  they  undoubtedly  took 

part  in  the  remarkable  action  of  Wynendale,  which  contributed  so  largely 

to  the  final  success  of  the  Allies  at  Lille.  The  '  2nd  Queen's  '  owe  their 

motto,  '  Pristince  virtutis  memor  '  to  their  staunch  defence  of  Tongres 
in  1703  ;  yet,  they  have  nothing  to  show  that  they  served  under 

Marlborough.  The  old  name  '  Flanders '  might  well  be  revived  in  this 
connection,  and  the  honour,  with  the  date,  be  granted  to  all  regiments 

which  served  in  this  theatre  during  the  war  of  the  Spanish  Succession. 

The  corps  which  would  appear  to  be  entitled  to  the  distinction  (in 

addition  to  the  numerous  ones  that  show  '  Blenheim  ',  '  Ramillies ', 

1  Oudenarde  ',  and  '  Malplaquet ')  are  the  Royal  Dragoons,  the  Queen's, 
the  Norfolks,  the  Devons,  the  Suffolks,  the  Somersets,  the  Leicester- 

-shire,  and  the  Border  Regiment  ". 
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CHAPTER    XIII. 

LORD    GEORGE    SACKVILLE. 

The  following  account  of  the  charge  against  Lord  George,  in  relation 

to  his  conduct  at  the  Battle  of  Minden,  is  taken  from  the  Annual  Register, 

1760,  pages  175  to  178  inclusive  :  "  A  compendious  state  of  the  case  of 
Lord  George  Sackville,  as  it  appears  from  the  trial  published  by  his 

own  direction ".  It  is  corroborated  by  a  book  of  224  pages, 

published  by  Authority  in  1760,  entitled  "  The  proceedings  of  a 
General  Court-Martial,  held  at  the  Horse-Guards  on  Friday  the  7th, 

and  continued  by  several  adjournments  to  Monday  the  24th  of  March, 

1760  ;  and  of  a  General  Court-Martial  held  at  the  Horse-Guards  on 

Tuesday  the  25th  of  March,  and  continued  by  several  adjournments  to 

Saturday  the  5th  of  April,  1760,  upon  the  Trial  of  Lord  George 

Sackville  ". 

11  The  charge  against  Lord  George  Sackville  is,  the  disobedience  of 
orders  from  Prince  Ferdinand  ;   his  defence  is  in  substance  as  follows  : 

"That  orders  were  given,  the  night  before  the  battle,  for  the  troops 
to  be  in  readiness  at  one  the  next  morning  ;  the  horses  of  the  cavalry 

to  be  then  saddled,  but  not  to  strike  tents  or  march  till  further  orders  ;  that 

these  orders  having  been  frequently  given,  for  a  fortnight  before,  were  not 

alone  sufficient  to  apprise  Lord  George  of  an  engagement  next  morning  ; 

that  the  first  notice  that  Lord  George,  Lord  Granby,  and  other  general- 

-officers,  had  of  an  attack,  was  from  the  firing  of  cannon  between  five  and 

six  ;  that  Lord  George  immediately  rose,  being  waked  by  the  sound,  and 

rode,  from  the  village  where  he  was  quartered,  to  the  head  of  the  cavalry, 

which  was  then  mounted,  and  he  was  there  before  any  other  general- 

-officer  of  the  division  ;  that  he  marched  them,  though  no  orders  to  march 

had  yet  reached  him,  towards  a  windmill  in  front  ;  that  when  he  had 
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advanced  a  considerable  distance,  he  received  an  order  to  halt,  and 

wait  till  he  should  receive  further  orders.  That  while  he  remained  on  or 

near  this  ground,  the  artillery  had  also  marched  from  its  ground,  though 

neither  had  that  received  any  orders  ;  and  Lord  George  imagining  that 

orders  to  the  artillery  had  been  forgotten,  in  the  hurry  usual  upon  a 

surprise,  he  ordered  it  to  advance  in  front,  where  it  was  of  signal  service. 

That  Captain  Wintzingerode  soon  after  brought  him  an  order  to  form 

a  line,  as  a  third  line  to  support  the  infantry,  and  advance ;  that  he  said 

nothing  about  going  to  the  left,  between  trees,  or  coming  out  upon  a  heath, 

nor  told  him  where  the  infantry  to  be  sustained  were  to  be  found,  but 

only  repeated  his  order  twice  in  French,  which  Lord  George  requested 

him  to  do,  not  from  any  difficulty  he  found  in  comprehending  the  general 

intention  of  the  words,  but  because  they  were  at  first  expressed  indistinctly 

through  hurry  ;  that  Lord  George  supposing  that,  to  advance,  was  to 

go  forward,  immediately  began  to  execute  these  orders,  by  sending  an 

officer  to  a  Saxe  Gotha  regiment  of  foot,  that  obstructed  his  way  in 

front,  to  cause  it  to  remove  out  of  his  way,  thinking  it  better  so  to  do 

than  to  cause  our  artillery,  which  obstructed  the  only  other  way  he 

could  have  advanced,  to  halt  ;  despatching  at  the  same  time  a  second 

officer  to  see  where  the  infantry  he  was  to  sustain  was  posted,  and  a 

third  to  reconnoitre  the  situation  of  the  enemy  ;  that  while  this  was 

doing,  Colonel  Ligonier  came  up  with  an  order  to  advance  with  the 

cavalry,  in  order  to  profit  of  a  disorder  which  appeared  in  the  cavalry  of 

the  enemy  ;  and  that  neither  did  he  mention,  or  at  least  was  not  heard 

to  mention,  any  movement  to  the  left.  That  the  Saxe  Gotha  regiment 

being  by  this  time  removed  from  the  front,  Lord  George,  in  obedience 

to  the  concurrent  orders  of  Captain  Wintzingerode  and  Colonel  Ligonier, 

as  he  understood  them,  and  as  they  were  understood  by  his  witnesses, 

ordered  the  troops  to  advance  straight  forward ;  that  this  could  not  be 

more  than  eight  minutes  after  he  had  received  the  order  that  had  been 

brought  by  Captain  Wintzingerode,  because  Captain  Wintzingerode, 

as  he  was  riding  back  from  Lord  George,  met  Colonel  Fitzroy  riding  to 

him  very  fast  ;    and  when  Colonel  Fitzroy  arrived,  the  troops  were  in 

84 



MINDEN  AND  THE  SEVEN  YEARS'  WAR 

motion  ;  that  it  appears  from  all  the  witnesses,  that  they  could  not  have 

been  put  in  motion  in  much  less  than  eight  minutes,  as  five  minutes 

were  given,  even  by  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution,  for  the 

Saxe  Gotha  regiment  to  move  out  of  his  way.  That  almost  immediately 

after  the  troops  were  in  motion,  Colonel  Fitzroy  came  up,  and 

brought  the  first  orders  he  heard  for  moving  to  the  left,  at  the  same  time 

limiting  the  movement  to  the  British  Cavalry  ;  that  then,  being  in 

doubt  what  to  do,  he  halted  ;  the  order  that  arrived  last,  by  Colonel 

Fitzroy,  not  superseding  the  former  order  by  Colonel  Ligonier  ;  as 

Lord  George  and  those  about  him  understood,  both  from  Fitzroy  and 

Ligonier,  that  they  brought  the  same  order,  having  received  it  at  the 

same  time,  and  brought  it  at  different  times  by  having  taken  different 

routes  ;  that  not  being  able  to  agree,  each  earnestly  pressing  the 

execution  of  his  own  orders,  Lord  George  took  a  resolution  to  go  to  the 

Prince,  who  was  not  far  distant.  That  Colonel  Ligonier  went  forward, 

and  that  as  Lord  George  was  riding  on  with  Colonel  Fitzroy,  he  per- 
ceived the  wood  on  the  left  more  open  than  he  had  thought  it,  which 

inclined  him  to  think  it  possible  the  Prince  might  have  ordered  him  to 

the  left  ;  and  Colonel  Fitzroy  still  vehemently  pressing  the  execution 

of  the  orders  he  brought,  he  sent  Captain  Smith  with  orders  for  the 

British  Cavalry  to  move  to  the  left ;  the  motion  to  the  left  and  the  limitation 

of  the  movement  to  the  British,  being  connected  in  the  same  order,  and 

both  'peculiar  to  that  brought  by  Colonel  Fitzroy  ;  that  by  this  means 

scarce  any  delay  was  made  even  by  the  difference  of  orders  brought  by 

the  two  Aides-de-Camp,  Captain  Smith  not  having  advanced  above 

200  yards  beyond  the  left  of  the  British  Cavalry  ;  the  time  therefore 

could  only  be  what  he  took  up  in  galloping  twice  that  space  ;  that  this 

period  includes  all  the  time  in  which  Lord  George  is  supposed  to  have 

disobeyed  orders,  by  an  unnecessary  delay. 

"  The  facts  upon  which  the  defence  is  founded  are  directly  and  posi- 
tively contradicted  by  Captain  Wintzingerode,  Colonel  Sloper,  and  Colonel 

Ligonier.  Captain  Wintzingerode  deposed,  that  upon  delivering  his 

orders  to  Lord  George  in  French,  Lord  George  seemed  not  to  understand 
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them,  asked  how  that  was  to  be  done  ;  that  he  then  explained  them, 

and  made  him  understand  that  he  was  to  pass  with  the  cavalry  between 

the  trees  that  he  saw  on  the  left ;  that  he  would  then  arrive  upon  a  heath, 

where  he  was  to  form  with  the  cavalry,  and  advance,  in  order  to  sustain 

the  infantry,  which  he  thought  to  be  then  engaged.  Colonel  Sloper 

deposed  that  Captain  Wintzingerode,  upon  Lord  George's  appearing 
not  to  understand  the  orders  he  delivered  in  French,  pronounced  them 

as  well  as  he  could  in  English,  expressing  that  the  movement  was  to  be 

to  the  left,  and  through  the  trees,  both  by  waving  his  hand,  and  by  words. 

Colonel  Sloper  also  deposed,  that  it  was  at  least  a  quarter  of  an  hour 

after  Wintzingerode  left  Lord  George  before  Colonel  Ligonier  arrived. 

Colonel  Ligonier  deposed,  that  he  also  mentioned  moving  to  the  left ;  and 

Colonel  Sloper  confirms  his  evidence  in  this  particular.  It  is  also  proved 

by  several  witnesses,  that  Colonel  Ligonier,  though  he  acknowledged  his 

order  differed  from  that  of  Colonel  Fitzroy  in  number,  yet  insisted  it  was 

the  same  in  destination,  which  it  could  not  have  been,  if  he  also  had  not 

directed  the  movement  to  the  left.  Colonel  Sloper  also  deposed  that 

Lord  George  appeared  confused,  he  remarked  it,  and  said  to  Colonel 

Ligonier,  '  For  God's  sake  repeat  your  orders  to  that  man,  that  he 
may  not  pretend  not  to  understand  them,  but  you  see  the  condition  he 

is  in  ',  this  is  also  confirmed  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  Colonel 
Ligonier. 

"  Lord  George  to  invalidate  this  testimony  produced  several 
witnesses,  who  deposed,  that  they  heard  no  directions  given,  either  by 

Captain  Wintzingerode  or  Colonel  Ligonier,  to  move  to  the  left,  or  through 

the  trees  ;  and  that  they  saw  nothing  in  Lord  George's  manner  or  counten- 

-ance  different  from  what  they  saw  at  other  times.  To  support  Colonel 

Sloper's  evidence,  several  witnesses  were  ready  to  depose  that  they 

also  remarked  Lord  George's  confusion  to  be  very  great ;  but  Lord  George 
earnestly  insisting  on  their  not  being  examined,  upon  a  supposition  that 

it  would  be  producing  new  matter  against  him,  under  colour  of  a  reply, 

they  were  not  examined.  It  appears,  however,  from  Colonel  Ligonier's 

evidence,  to  whom  Colonel  Sloper  remarked  Lord  George's  confusion, 
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that  he  saw  it,  for  when  Colonel   Sloper  said,  '  you  see  the  condition  he 

is  in ',  he  answered  '  yes'  ". 
Thus  much  as  to  facts  ;  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  when  the  witnesses 

were  asked  questions  of  opinion  arising  from  facts,  they  declined  to  answer 

them  ;  but,  if  their  opinion  would  have  been  favourable  to  Lord  George, 

it  seems  unjust  not  to  have  declared  it,  because  to  decline  the  declaration 

of  their  opinion  was  to  imply  that  it  was  against  him  ;  a  strong  pre- 
sumption therefore  arises  that  their  opinion  was  against  him ;  for,  they 

cannot  be  supposed  to  have  withheld  any  benefit  that  was  his  due,  as 

an  opinion  in  his  favour,  after  it  had  been  once  asked,  seems  to  have 

been. 

According  to  the  London  Gazette  of  April  26th,  1760,  the  sentence 

pronounced  upon  Lord  George  Sackville  was  in  these  words  : — This 
court,  upon  due  consideration  of  the  whole  matter  before  them,  is  of 

opinion,  that  Lord  George  Sackville  is  guilty  of  having  disobeyed  the 

orders  of  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick,  whom  he  was,  by  his  com- 

-mission  and  instructions,  directed  to  obey,  as  commander-in-chief, 

according  to  the  rules  of  war  ;  and  it  is  the  further  opinion  of  this  court, 

that  Lord  George  Sackville  is,  and  he  is  hereby  adjudged,  unfit  to  serve 

His  Majesty  in  any  military  capacity  whatever. 

The  Gazette  adds  :  Which  sentence  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased 

to  confirm.  It  is  His  Majesty's  pleasure  that  the  above  sentence  be 
given  out  in  public  orders,  that  officers,  being  convinced  that  neither 

high  birth  or  great  employments  can  shelter  offences  of  such  a  nature, 

and  that,  feeling  they  are  subject  to  censures  much  worse  than  death 

to  a  man  who  has  any  sense  of  honour,  they  may  avoid  the  fatal  con- 

-sequences  arising  from  disobedience  of  orders. 

A  further  addition  in  the  Gazette  states  :  At  the  Court  of  St.  James's, 
the  25th  of  April,  1760  :  this  day  His  Majesty  in  Council  called  for 

the  Council  Book,  and  ordered  the  name  of  Lord  George  Sackville  to 

be  struck  out  of  the  list  of  Privy  Councillors. 

The  defence  was  weak  and  futile.  The  rejection  of  orders  when 

before  an  enemy,  because  an  action  is  daily  expected,  is  the  shallowest 
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possible  reason  why  the  orders  should  not  be  obeyed.  The  Battle  of 

Minden  was  not  a  surprise,  and  the  orders  of  Ferdinand  alone  prove  the 

hollowness  of  such  a  contention.  Any  hesitation  or  delay  on  the  morning 

of  August  1st  was  caused  by  the  failure  of  a  German  General  of  Division 

to  send  to  Ferdinand  the  intelligence  that  the  French  were  in  motion. 

On  July  30th  and  31st,  Ferdinand  had  enjoined  upon  General-Officers 

to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  ground  in  their  immediate 

vicinity,  and  particularly  with  the  roads  and  paths  leading  to  the  plain. 

By  his  statement  of  defence,  Lord  George  had  not  done  so,  or  there 

could  not  have  been  so  much  quibbling  with  staff-officers  about  advancing, 

about  moving  to  the  left,  or  about  going  through  the  trees.  The 

General  commanding  the  British  Cavalry  ought  to  have  been  out,  and, 

his  division  being  saddled  and  ready  for  action  at  one  a.m.,  he  ought 

not  to  have  been  in  bed  at  six  a.m. 

Before  a  battle  begins,  or  at  a  council  of  war,  an  inferior  officer  may 

expostulate  with  his  superior,  may  offer  advice,  or  may  urge  remon- 

-strances,  concerning  the  intended  plan  of  operations.  But,  in  the  hour 

of  action,  it  is  his  duty  to  obey  orders,  without  expostulation  or  remon- 

-strance.  The  moment  of  success  may  be  lost  in  dispute.  The  chief 

commander  is  responsible  for  the  propriety  of  his  orders,  the  subordinate 

officers  are  accountable  only  for  their  obedience.  A  certain  general  at 

Dettingen  was  styled  "  the  King's  confectioner  ",  from  his  caution  in 

preserving  His  Majesty's  troops.  Among  the  Romans  it  was  death  to 

fight  without  the  general's  orders,  and  the  punishment  may  well  have 
been  greater  for  disobeying  orders  to  fight. 

George  the  Second,  however,  appreciated  bravery.  On  one  occasion, 

the  judgment  passed  by  a  court-martial  on  two  officers  was  put  before 

him  for  signature.  One  officer  had  disobeyed  the  orders  of  his  com- 

-mander,  and,  fighting  instead  of  retreating,  he  had  upset  his  plans. 

The  King  refused  to  sign  the  order,  saying,  "  one  face  the  enemy  and 

fight,  he  right  ;  the  other  turn  his  back  and  not  fight,  he  wrong  ".  As 
an  observation  upon  this  broken  English,  it  may  be  remarked  that 

George  the  First  was  ignorant  of  the  language.    On  that  account  he 
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abstained  from  attending  meetings  of  the  Cabinet,  although  down  to 

the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  it  had  been  the  custom  for  the 

Sovereign  to  preside  over,  and  take  part  in  the  deliberations  of,  Cabinet 

Councils;  and,  George  the  Second  followed  the  example  of  his  father. 

But,  George  the  Second,  when  he  opened  his  first  Parliament  on  Novem- 

-ber  18th,  1760,  was  able  to  give  great  satisfaction  by  the  statement 

in  his  speech  that,  "  born  and  educated  in  this  country,  I  glory  in  the 

name  of  Briton  ". 
There  are  several  significant  omissions  in  the  statement  of  Lord 

George  Sackville.  He  mentions  the  names  of  all  those  who  gave  evidence 

against  him,  but  not  a  name  of  those  who  were  for  him,  nor  even  an  in- 
-dication  of  them.  He  makes  no  allusion  to  the  fact  that  he  would  not 

allow  Lord  Granby  to  move,  nor  does  he  mention  him,  his  second-in- 

-command,  in  support  of  his  defence.  Notwithstanding  all  the  orders 

given  to  him,  he  did  nothing,  and,  on  August  1st,  the  Cavalry  did  not 

engage  the  French.  The  order  confining  the  action,  or  intended  move- 

-ment,  to  British  Cavalry  was  sent  by  Ferdinand,  when  he  found  Sack- 

-ville  did  not  obey  his  first  orders,  because  he  thought  that  it  was 

safeguarding  British  susceptibilities. 

In  the  Annual  Register  for  1760,  on  page  178,  immediately  following 

the  sentence  on  Lord  George  Sackville,  are  the  particulars  relating  to 

the  interment  of  King  George  the  Second. 

In  the  Annual  Register  for  1760,  on  page  241,  there  is  an  epigram 

on  the  Marquis  of  Granby,  who  was  born  bald,  and  there  is  also  an  ode 

on  his  losing  his  hat  and  charging  the  French  lines  bareheaded. 

From  the  former  is  the  following  extract  : — 

Caesar  was  prematurely  bare, 

just  as  is  honour'd  Rutland's  heir, 
*     * 
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and,  to  conceal  his  want  of  hair, 

contrived  the  laurel-wreath  to  wear. 
*  *     *     * 

Hold     *     ; 

*  *     Granby  too  his  bareness  pains, 

and,  therefore,  in  Westphalia's  plains, 
he  vindicates  the  British  quarrel, 

and  wreathes  about  his  brows  the  laurel. 
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MINDEN     AND     THE     SEVEN     YEARS'     WAR 

CHAPTER   XIV. 

THE    BATTLE    OF    MINDEN. 

Celebration  of  the  150th  Anniversary,  Sunday,  August  1st,  1909. 

A  Contemporaneous  Article,  written  by  Sir  Lees  Knowles,  Baronet,  C.V.O. 

This  year,  the  celebration  on  August  1st  (1909)  of  the  150th  anniver- 

sary of  the  Battle  of  Minden  was  particularly  interesting.  I  received  an 

invitation  from  the  authorities  at  Minden  to  take  part  in  it,  and,  accom- 

-panied  by  Major  B.  Smyth,  M.V.O.,  the  historian  of  the  Lancashire 

Fusiliers  (20th  Regiment),  who  has  recently  retired  from  the  appoint- 

-ment  of  adjutant  of  the  Royal  Hibernian  Military  School,  I  took  the 

most  direct  route  by  Flushing,  leaving  London  on  Thursday,  July  29th, 

at  8-30  at  night,  and  arriving  at  Minden  the  next  afternoon.  Un- 

-fortunately  Captain  C.  Patterson,  who  joined  us,  was  recalled  to  duty 
at  the  last  moment. 

The  morning  after  our  arrival,  between  11  and  12  o'clock,  dressed 
in  frock-coat  and  tall-hat,  we  were  driven  in  a  carriage-and-pair  to  make 

formal  calls,  which  were  returned  during  the  course  of  the  morning. 

Among  those  on  whom  we  called  were  Major-General  von  Beck,  in 
command  of  the  26th  Infantry  Brigade,  Herr  Landrat  Dr.  Cornelsen, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Brunquell,  on  the  staff  of  the  15th  Infantry  Regi- 

-ment  (Prince  Frederick  of  the  Netherlands,  2nd  Westphalian), 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Schacht,  in  command  of  the  District  Reserves, 

Major  von  Campe,  temporarily  in  command  of  the  58th  Field  Artillery 

Regiment,  Major  Schickert,  Commander  of  the  10th  Hanoverian 

Pioneer  Battalion,  Lieutenant-General  Bene,  Regierungs-Praesident 

Dr.   Kruse,  Buergermeister  Johansen,   Imperial  Ober-Postdirektor  and 
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Geheimer  Ober-Postrat  Kempte,  in  the  absence  of  the  Regierungs- 

-Praesident,  and  Regierungs-Assessor  (now,  Landrat  of  Bueren  in 

Westphalia)  Winkelmann. 

The  next  afternoon  we  visited  privately  the  battlefield,  which, 

however,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  is  so  covered  with  crops  that  few  of 

its  features  are  visible.  Those  crops  are  a  marvellous  sight,  stretching 

for  miles  and  miles,  rectangular  patches  of  golden  corn  alternating  with 

green  crops  of  all  sorts,  the  outcome  of  visible  and  constant  energy  :  no 

hedges,  no  weeds,  no  paths  except  tracks,  and  with  the  high  roads 

bordered  by  unfenced  fruit-trees,  the  public  property  of  the  district. 

This  is  all  fully  described  in  an  admirable  work,  entitled  "  Unsere  West- 

-faelische  Heimat  ",  by  Karl  Pruemer. 

On  August  1st,  the  Anniversary  of  the  Battle,  Major-General  von 

Beck  held  at  noon  a  reception  in  the  Kreis  (or,  county)  buildings,  whence 

we  drove  in  carriages  to  Simeons  Platz,  a  fine  parade-ground,  with 

Infantry  and  Cavalry  barracks  on  two  sides  of  it,  which  were  decorated 

with  immense  festoons  of  oak-leaves  ;  and,  at  1  o'clock,  we  were  in  touch 
with  some  of  the  veterans  of  Westphalia.  It  will  be  remembered  that 

the  battle  of  Minden  was  fought  among  the  Westphalian  rose-gardens. 

The  old  20th,  now  the  Lancashire  Fusiliers,  whose  bravery  was  con- 

spicuous, went  into  action  with  roses  in  their  hats,  and  from  that  day, 

on  every  1st  of  August,  the  "  Minden-boys "  parade  with  drums 
wreathed  in  roses,  and  with  roses  in  their  busbies. 

The  English  regiments,  in  two  brigades,  which  took  part  in  the 

fight  were  the  12th,  20th,  23rd,  25th,  37th  and  51st.  They  were  in  the 

centre  column  commanded  by  General  von  Spoerken.  The  20th  were 

on  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade.  The  Hanoverian  Guards  were  on 

the  left  of  the  English  Brigades.  The  six  regiments  were  ordered  to 

march  by  "  beat  of  drum  "  in  accordance  with  the  usual  signal  for  move- 
-ments  given  in  those  days. 

The  position  of  the  French,  under  the  command  of  the  Field- 

-Marshal  Contades,  was  a  semi-circle,  convex  towards  the  enemy,  with 

Infantry  on  the  right  flank,  resting  on  the  river  Weser,  and  Infantry 
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on  the  left  flank,  resting  on  the  stream  Bastau,  and  the  Cavalry  were 

placed  in  the  centre  of  the  position,  as  the  ground  on  the  right 

and  left  flanks,  especially  on  the  left,  was  of  a  boggy  nature. 

When  the  signal  to  march  by  "beat  of  drum"  was  given,  each  regiment 
thought  that  it  meant  by  the  beat  of  its  own  drums,  and  they  all  stepped 

off  independently,  marching  as  if  by  echelon  from  the  centre.  There 

was  an  attempt  to  stop  them,  and  a  momentary  halt  near  a  fir-wood  : 

but,  off  they  marched  again,  and  bore  down  on  the  enemy's  cavalry  ten 
thousand  strong.  Six  times  were  they  charged  by  the  cavalry,  and  then 

they  carried  the  day. 

By  the  victory  of  Minden,  the  dominions  of  Hanover  and  Brunswick 

were  preserved,  the  enemy  were  obliged  to  evacuate  the  greater  part 

of  Westphalia,  and,  in  effect,  by  the  holding  in  check  of  the  French 

troops,  General  Wolfe,  who  commanded  the  20th  Regiment — the 

only  Regiment  which  he  commanded — from  1749  to  1758,  won  Quebec 
and  Canada  for  England. 

In  Germany  one  is  always  struck  by  the  military  spirit  of  the  nation. 

Every  man  there  is,  or  was,  a  soldier,  and  bears  the  carriage  of  a  soldier, 

and  the  highest  and  lowest  are  on  the  same  footing.  For  instance,  in 

the  street,  a  nobleman  was  pointed  out  to  me  who  had  failed  to  pass 

an  examination,  and  so  he  was  serving  as  an  ordinary  soldier.  The 

officers  and  men  work  about  twelve  hours  a  day,  6-30  to  6-30,  including 

a  rest  of  two  hours.  In  drill,  the  movements  are  very  quick  and  precise, 

and  the  Paradeschritt,  or  marching-past  step,  is  peculiar — legs  being 
raised  high,  the  knees  straightened,  and  the  feet  stretched  out.  If  an 

officer  is  seen  in  the  street,  even  a  file  of  men  would,  after  being  called  to 

attention,  march  stiffly  ;  or,  if  a  man  is  standing,  he  will  draw  himself 

up,  and,  as  it  were,  throw  out  his  eyes  in  admiration  towards  an  officer. 

The  barracks  are  very  simple  and  practical  :  they  are  painted 

every  three  years.  The  soldiers  sleep  in  rooms,  each  containing  ten 

beds,  five  on  the  floor  and  five  above  them,  as  on  board  ship.  The  men 

are  thick-set  and  square,  and  look  like  good  workmen  :  they  are  constantly 

at  exercise.    On  a  wet  day,  probably,  you  will  find  them  in  a  passage  in 
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the  barracks,  perhaps  on  the  second  floor,  practising  through  the  win- 

-dows  aiming-drill,  with  targets  on  chimneys  opposite,  and  out  of  doors 

you  may  see  them  practising,  not  only  aiming,  but  even  firing,  in  the 

country.  I  did  not  notice,  however,  that  they  practised  judging 

distance  with  a  mekometer,  or  otherwise,  or  that  they  exercised  them- 

-selves  so  much  as  our  men  do  in  signalling. 

In  all  directions  one  sees  portraits  of  the  Emperor  and  of  other 

distinguished  Royal  and  Military  personages,  and  battle-pictures  ;  and 

in  the  canteens,  which  are  very  simple  and  worked  on  yearly  contracts, 

are  painted  decorations  and  pithy  sayings,  such  as,  "  When  angry, 

have  a  drink  ".  In  the  rooms  are  routine-programmes  on  blackboards, 

and  in  the  passages  outside  the  rooms  are  honour-tablets,  on  which  are 

inscribed  the  names  of  prize-winners. 

The  clothing-department  is  also  interesting,  and  in  the  tailor's 

shop  a  sewing-machine  is  used,  the  needle  of  which  in  making  a  knap- 

-sack  would  pass  through  wood  as  well  as  leather.  Each  company  has 

its  tailor  and  its  shoemaker,  and  appears  to  be  a  complete  military 

unit  in  itself.  With  regard  to  clothing,  each  man  has  six  coats,  a  coat 

lasting  about  two  years,  for  varied  duties  ;  for  instance,  the  fourth 

coat  was  worn  on  Minden  Day,  and  the  fifth  and  sixth  are  for  active 

service.  Each  company  is  supplied  with  books  which  are  transferred, 

bo  that  there  is  a  constant  circulating  library.  On  the  whole,  however, 

I  should  say  that  as  regards  pay,  food,  hours  of  work,  and  in  every 

respect,  the  British  soldier  has  no  need  to  grumble,  or,  as  we  say,  to 

"grouse". 

As  regards  horses,  these  are  bought  at  the  age  of  three  for  an  average 

of  £50,  and  sent  for  a  year  to  one  of  the  Re-mount  Departments,  and 
then  drafted  to  different  units. 

At  Miinster,  in  Westphalia,  are  the  headquarters  of  the  general 

command  of  the  Seventh  Army  Corps,  of  which  the  Cavalry  General 

von  Bernhardi  is  in  command.  In  this  Corps  are  the  13th  and  14th 

Divisions,  with  headquarters  at  Miinster  and  Cologne  respectively. 

In  the  13th  Division  are  the    25th    Infantry  Brigade  at  Miinster,  the 
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26th  Infantry  Brigade  at  Minden,  and  the  13th  Cavalry  Brigade  and 

the  13th  Field  Artillery  Brigade  at  Munster.  In  the  14th  Division 

are  the  27th  Infantry  Brigade  at  Cologne,  the  28th  Infantry  Brigade 

at  Diisseldorf,  the  79th  Infantry  Brigade  at  Wesel,  the  14th  Cavalry 

Brigade  at  Diisseldorf,  and  the  14th  Field  Artillery  Brigade  at  Wesel. 

Major-General  von  Beck  is  in  command  of  the  26th  Infantry  Brigade, 

in  which  are  the  15th  Infantry  Regiment  of  Frederick  of  the  Netherlands 

(2nd  Westphalian) ,  with  its  headquarters  at  Minden — with  Colonel 

von  Morgen  in  command,  and  the  honorary  colonel,  Her  Majesty  the 

Queen  Mother  of  the  Netherlands — and  the  55th  Infantry  Regiment 

of  Graf  Buelow  von  Dennewitz  (6th  Westphalian),  with  its 

headquarters  at  Detmold,  Colonel  von  Hopffgarten-Heidler  in 
command. 

Referring  to  the  celebrations  at  Minden,  on  August  1st,  1909,  the 

Mindener  Zeitung  and  the  Mindenkreis-Blatt,  in  effect,  said  :  In  an 

exceptional  and  worthy  manner,  the  county,  in  conjunction  with  its 

Military  Association  in  Minden,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  Garrison, 

celebrated  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Minden.  The  public 

buildings  and  the  houses  of  the  town  were  gaily  decorated. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sachse-Coburg-Gotha  sent  his 

Chamberlain,  Freiherr  von  Marschall,  and  His  Highness  the  Prince  of 

Schaumburg-Lippe,  his  A.D.C.,  Major  Rabe  von  Pappenheim,  as  their 

representatives.  In  addition,  there  took  part  representatives  of  neigh- 

-bouring  military  local  societies,  deputations  from  several  regiments, 

including  the  13th  Hussars,  the  80th  and  81st  Infantry  Regiments,  the 

7th  Jaeger  Battalion,  the  57th  Infantry  Regiment  of  the  Duke  Ferdinand 

of  Brunswick,  which  bears  his  name,  the  10th  Hanoverian  Pioneer 

Battalion,  representing  the  Hanoverian  Regiments  as  a  whole,  officers 

and  representatives  from  the  garrison  of  Minden,  also  some  British 

officers  who  had  hurried  over  to  keep  alive  the  comradeship-in-arms 

of  former  times.  While  towards  mid-day  all  the  honorary  guests  were 

being  received  in  the  Kreishaus  (or,  County-Hall)  by  the  President, 

Landrat  Dr.  Cornelsen,  upwards  of  4,000  old  soldiers  and  reservists  in 
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civil   clothes,   members  of  the  various  military  associations,   took  up 

their  position  on  the  Barrack  Square,  known  as  Simeons  Platz. 

At  1  o'clock  Major-General  von  Beck,  as  the  representative  of  the 
General  in  Command  of  the  7th  Army  Corps,  welcomed  in  his  name 

-the  men  who  were  standing  on  parade,  a  loud  shout  of  "  good  morning  " 

being  raised  in  reply  to  his  greeting  "  good  morning,  comrades  ",  and 
inspected  them,  followed  by  the  guests  and  the  officers  of  the  garrison, 

and  then  the  men,  dressed  in  civilian  black,  marched  past  in  excellent 

order.  Later,  while  the  military  associations  were  marching  through  the 

decorated  streets  to  the  War  Memorial,  the  honorary  guests  were  received 

by  Major-General  von  Beck,  and  the  officers  of  the  Garrison,  in  the 

Casino  of  the  15th  Infantry  Regiment  (Prince  Frederick  of  the 

Netherlands),  where,  as  the  Senior  Officer  of  the  Garrison,  he  drank  a 

full  glass  to  the  toast  of  "  fast  friendship,  old  acquaintance,  and 

comradeship  ". 
Red  roses  had  been  sent  to  our  hotel  to  wear  in  our  coats,  and  at  the 

luncheon,  encircling  our  plates,  were  horse-shoes  of  red  roses,  evidence  of 

a  nice  attention.  Major-General  von  Beck,  in  a  short  speech,  said  :  "  In 
the  name  of  the  officers  of  the  garrison  and  of  the  authorities,  I  greet, 

gathered  here  to-day,  our  distinguished  royal  representatives,  the 

officers  of  the  brave  British  Army,  the  delegates  of  the  Provincial  and 

County  Associations,  as  well  as  the  deputations  of  the  regiments  who 

fought  on  this  day  150  years  ago  in  the  Battle  of  Minden.  May  the 

comradeship  which  bound  together  so  splendidly  the  English  and 

German  troops  before  the  gates  of  this  ancient  town,  assist  to  preserve, 

foster  and  strengthen  the  kind  and  friendly  relations  of  the  two  great 

Empires  of  Great  Britain  and  Germany !  To  this  wish  of  ours  I  would 

ask  you  to  give  enthusiastic  expression  in  the  toast — 

'  Old  and  Well-tried  Comradeship  !    Hurrah  ! '  " 

After  the  toast  had  been  drunk,  the  guests  drove  to  the  War 

Memorial,  which  was  unveiled  fifty  years  ago.  It  stands  as  a  small 

spire  on  a  flight  of  steps,  and  on  its  four  sides,  with  the  inscription, 

are  portraits  of  Frederick  the  Great,  Duke  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick,  the 
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Hereditary  Prince  of  Brunswick,  and  the  Graf  William  of  Schaumburg- 

-Lippe.  The  main-road  passing  near  it  was  beautifully  decorated  with 

garlands  of  oak-leaves,  and  the  girls  of  Todtenhausen  and  Kutenhausenhad 

worked  hard  to  make  triumphal  arches.  At  the  Memorial  were  grouped 

more  than  seventy  banners,  besides  those  of  the  Town  Battalion  of 

Minden  and  of  the  local  Grammar  School,  producing  altogether  an 

exceptionally  beautiful  sight. 

To  the  joy  of  everybody,  the  sun  shone  out,  giving  delight  to 

thousands  of  spectators.     Drums  rolled,  and  then  the  whole  assembly 

joined  in  singing  the  "  Old  Hundredth  ",  after  which  Pastor  Graeve 
entered  the  pulpit  and  delivered  an  impressive  sermon  from  the  text, 

Psalm  xlvi.,  9-11,  "  He  maketh  wars  to  cease  ".    After  a  prayer  and  the 

Blessing,  and  when  all  had  joined  in  singing  the  hymn,  "  Now  thank 

we  all  our  God  ",  Major-General    von   Beck   delivered   the   following 

address  :  "  The  allied  troops  of  Frederick  the  Great,  namely,  Prussians, 
Englishmen,   Hanoverians,  Hessians,  and    men  of    Brunswick,  Gotha, 

and    Schaumburg-Lippe,  gained  a   glorious   victory    on   this   day,    on 

these    fields    lying    before   us,    150  years   ago.      With    natural    pride 
we    read    of    their   deeds   in   arms  and   of   the   excellent   work   which 

the    leaders    and    their    men    accomplished.     We    recognise    the    fact 

that  an  army  strong  of  purpose  and  well-disciplined,  even  under  the  most 

difficult  conditions  and  against  an  enemy  far  superior  in  numbers,  has 

at  all  times  a  chance  of  success.     The  belief  of  Frederick  the  Great,  and 

of  the  men  themselves,  in  the  excellent  Commander-in-Chief,  the  vic- 

-torious  Duke  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick,  whose  name  is  borne  by  our 

renowned  Infantry  Regiment  No.  57, — and  with  him  the  Hereditary 

Prince  of  Brunswick,   the  conqueror  in  the  action  at  Gohfeld,   Graf 

Wilhelm    zu    Schaumburg-Lippe,    so    well-known    hereabouts,    the    re- 

-organiser  of  artillery,   and  an  experienced  artillery   commander,   the 

Generals  Lord  Granby,   Prince  Holstein,  von  Wangenheim,   and  von 

Spoerken,  all  experienced  and  powerful  leaders — ,  and  also  the  prevailing 

spirit  among  the  men  of  obedience,  of  love  of  response  to  the  call  of 

duty,  and  the  determination  to  conquer  on  the  part  of  the  allied  troops, 
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achieved  this  great  victory,  and  brought  into  existence  that  close 

brothership  in  arms  in  which  they,  in  the  end  of  the  18th,  as  well  as  in 

the  beginning  of  the  19th,  century,  fighting  shoulder  to  shoulder,  gathered 

new  laurels  and  added  fresh  glory  to  their  colours. 

"  And  now,  I  welcome,  as  the  senior  officer,  and  in  the  name  of  the 
garrison,  the  troops  which  have  engraved  on  their  memorials  with  iron 

tools,  besides  many  others,  the  battles  of  the  Peninsula  and  of  Waterloo, 

including  the  fights  of  Planchenoit  and  La  Belle  Alliance,  the  represen- 

tatives of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sachse-Coburg-Gotha,  of 

His  Serene  Excellency  the  Prince  of  Schaumburg-Lippe,  the  officers  of 

the  English  Army  here  present,  the  representatives  of  the  Provincial  and 

County  Military  Associations,  the  deputations  from  those  regiments 

of  which  the  parent-battalions  fought  here  on  this  day,  one  hundred  and 

fifty  years  ago,  and  also  the  four  thousand  and  more  old  soldiers 

gathered  round  this  memorial,  who  have  just  shown  at  the  parade 

wonderful  attention  and  drill,  demonstrating  that  they  have  not  lost 

in  any  degree  their  military  enthusiasm  and  bearing.  For  me,  it  was  an 

exceptional  pleasure  to  take  the  march-past  of  your  associations. 

"  When,  fifty  years  ago,  this  memorial  was  unveiled,  the  orator 
of  that  day  expressed  the  desire  that  the  brotherly  feeling  and  the 

cohesion  of  all  those  who  were  descended  from  German  stock  might 

more  and  more  develop.  This  was  prophetic  ;  for,  after  the  short  space 

of  eleven  years,  this  desire  was  fulfilled  in  a  glorious  manner.  A  great 

number  of  the  men  on  parade  to-day  took  part  in  the  last  war,  and  in  the 

wars  preceding  it.  They  are  the  illustration,  and  the  backbone,  of 

splendid  military  associations.  Whether  old  or  young,  we  are  all  of  the 

same  mind,  as  were  the  battalions  of  the  allies  one  hundred  and  fifty 

years  ago,  and  we  have  adopted  the  same  battle  cry  for  our  watchword  : 

'.  Man  tau,  man  drup  !  Mitt  Gott  fur  Kaiser,  Fuerst,  und  Vaterland  ! ' 

— '  Up,  men,  and  at  them  !  with  God,  for  Emperor,  Prince,  and  Father- 

-land  '.  Thus  the  brilliant  example  of  our  forefathers  attracts  our 
attention  to  our  greatest  warrior  as  well  as  to  his  distinguished  royal 

allies  who  are  represented  here  to-day.    We  must  not  quit  this  battlefield 
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without  renewing  the  vow  of  our  unswerving  fidelity  with  thankful 

and  joyful  hearts,  and  I  ask  you  to  give  expression  to  them  in  your  cheers 

for  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  and  King,  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke 

of  Sachse-Coburg-Gotha,  and  His  Serene  Highness  the  Prince  of 

Schaumburg-Lippe.    Hurrah  !   Hurrah  !    Hurrah  !  " 
The  request  was  acceded  to  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm  by 

thousands  of  voices,  and  to  the  words,  full  of  patriotic  fervour,  heard 

on  all  sides,  there  followed  a  deafening  shout  and  the  first  lines  of  the 

National  Anthem. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  "  Man  tau,  man  drup  " — in  Hoch 

Deutsch,  or  non-dialect,  "  Man  zu,  man  darauf  " — was  understood  by 

the  French  to  be  "  manteaux  ",  or  "  cloaks  ",  in  reference  to  the  cloaks 
of  the  Hanoverians,  and  they  said  that  the  victory  was  theirs  had  it  not 

been  for  the  "  manteaux  "  troop. 
After  the  placing  of  the  wreaths  on  the  memorial,  Herr  Oberregier- 

-ungs-rat  von  Borstell  welcomed,  in  the  name  of  the  Regierungs-Prae- 

-sident  (Dr.  Kruse) ,  Mr.  Moelle,  the  architect,  who  constructed  the  memorial 

50  years  ago.  The  speaker  stated  it  was  a  gracious  dispensation  of  Provi- 

-dence  that  Herr  Moelle  was  still  strong  and  healthy,  and  able  to  be  present 
at  this  Jubilee.  His  Majesty  had  had  his  attention  drawn  to  the  fact,  and 

he  felt  that  he  must,  in  proof  of  his  grace  and  of  his  favour,  in  remem- 

brance of  the  erection  of  the  memorial  and  of  the  merits  of  Herr  Moelle's 
long  life  and  work,  especially  in  connection  with  the  building  of  churches, 

give  him  the  Royal  Order  of  the  Crown  of  the  Fourth  Class.  It  gave  the 

speaker  especial  pleasure  to  present  him,  in  the  name  of  the  Regierungs- 

-Praesident,  this  token  of  honour. 

Herr  Moelle  was  congratulated  on  all  sides,  and  thereupon  the 

ceremony  was  brought  to  a  conclusion. 

On  the  fields  opposite  the  memorial,  tents  had  been  erected, 

and  there  soon  afterwards  the  crowd  enjoyed  themselves.  The  fine 

weather  brought  more  and  more  people  from  Minden  and  the 

surrounding  country,  and  the  memorial,  with  its  wealth  of  wreaths, 

was  much  admired.    So  many  holiday-makers   had   never   been   seen 
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there  before.     Everyone  who  took  part  in  the  ceremony  will  remember 

it  with  pleasure. 

Many  of  the  spectators  returned  to  Minden  in  the  evening 

for  a  festive  gathering  in  the  hall  at  the  Rosental.  Towards 

8  o'clock  every  corner  was  rilled,  and  after  the  arrival  of  the 
honorary  guests,  who  had  in  the  meantime  taken  part  in  a  banquet 

at  the  Rheingold  Club,  Herr  Landrat  Dr.  Cornelsen,  the  President  of 

the  Military  Associations  of  the  District  of  Westphalia,  opened  the 

proceedings.  First  came  a  lively  march  played  by  the  band  of  the 

Pioneers,  followed  by  the  National  Anthem,  and  then  the  toast  of  the 

Emperor's  health,  proposed  by  Herr  Kempte,  the  Ober-Postdirektor 

and  Ober-Postrat,  who  said  :  "  The  German  nation  has  hitherto,  in 
spite  of  a  very  peaceful  competition  with  other  nations,  held  fast  for 

hundreds  of  years  the  trite  Roman  saying  '  Si  vis  pacem,  para  bellum  ' 

— willst  du  den  Frieden,  rueste  dich  zum  Kriege— '  If  you  want  peace, 

prepare  for  war  '.  As  it  was  then,  so  it  is  now  :  only  that  nation  can 
command  respect  which  holds  the  position  that  it  is  loved  by  friend 

and  feared  by  foe.  At  the  head  of  this  nation  stands  our  Imperial 

master,  our  guiding-star,  who  said,  in  one  of  his  speeches  from  the 

Throne,  '  It  is  to  me  a  sacred  trust  to  maintain  the  peace  of  my  people  '. 

At  the  same  time,  he  looks  anxiously  at  his  people's  sword,  that  it  is 
bright  and  sharp,  and  he  is  anxious  equally  to  maintain  the  power  of 

Germany  both  by  land  and  sea,  and  to  increase  its  honour  and  respect 

in  the  Council  of  Nations,  and  last  and  not  least,  to  maintain  and  to 

further  the  temporal  and  spiritual  well-being  of  each  and  all  as  far  as  his 

arm  can  reach  and  his  eye  can  see.  And  as  the  Emperor  feels  at  one 

with  his  people,  so  his  people  feel  at  one  with  him.  Therefore,  let  it  be 

ever  our  sacred  duty  to  express  our  love  for  him,  for  mankind,  and  for 

our  Fatherland  ". 
The  toast  was  received  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm,  cries  of 

"  Hurrah  "  !  and  the  singing  of  "  Deutschland,  Deutschland,  uber 

alles".  Then  followed  a  play  entitled  the  "Battle  of  Minden", 
with    seven    contemporary    tableaux    vivants,    in    which    Englishmen 
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were  to  be  seen — one  with  a  briar-pipe,  and  another  with  a  clay-pipe, 
in  his  mouth. 

Herr  Landrat  Dr.  Cornelsen  proposed  "  The  guests ",  and  the 
toast  was  received  with  acclamation. 

After  a  gymnastic  display,  more  songs  and  more  speeches,  the 

festivities  came  to  a  delightful  conclusion  in  the  early  hours  of  the 

morning. 

Some  miles  away  from  the  battlefield  and  on  the  further  side  of  the 

River  Bastau,  we  saw  an  interesting  old  farmhouse,  in  which  some 

black  old  oak  beams  bore  an  inscription  stating  that  the  stones  and  the 

beams  of  the  house,  when  it  was  in  construction,  were  taken 

away  and  used  by  the  French  for  defence-purposes  on  August  1st,  and 
on  the  retirement  of  the  French  they  were  replaced,  by  an  ancestor 

of  the  present  occupant  of  the  house,  on  August  2nd,  1759. 

One  cloud  hung  over  the  celebrations  at  Minden.  An  invitation 

had  been  sent  by  the  Local  Authorities  to  the  six  British  Regiments 

that  were  associated  with  the  battle,  and  rooms  had  been  reserved  for 

eighteen  officers.  At  the  last  moment,  for  some  reason  which  was  not 

understood,  and  which,  apparently,  has  not  been  explained,  the  invi- 

tations were  not  accepted,  or  the  acceptances  were  withdrawn,  and  I 

can  speak  for  the  genuine  disappointment  which  was  thus  caused.  It 

should,  moreover,  be  remembered  that  the  memory  of  the  Battle  of  Miuden, 

is  obscured  in  German  minds  by  victories  in  later  wars,  but  there  is  a  great 

desire  to  keep  up  the  comradeship-in-arms  between  the  German  and  the 

British  officers,  and  had  the  invitation  been  accepted,  and  had  officers 

been  permitted  to  wear  uniform,  there  would  doubtless  have  been  a 

review  of  the  troops,  and,  if  possible,  a  greater  expression  of  good  and 

kindly  feeling. 

Everyone  at  Minden  was  kindness  itself,  and  when  we  left,  after 

being  entertained  with  lavish  hospitality,  the  group  at  the  station  which 

came  to  say  good-bye,  with  many  expressions  of  regret  at  our  departure, 

included,  among  others,  Major-General  von  Beck  and  Dr.  Cornelsen 
the  Landrat  of  the  Kreis  Minden. 
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LIEUTENANT-GENERAL    v.    BECK. 

Major-General  v.  Beck,  Commander  of  the  26th  Infantry  Brigade, 

has  been  promoted  to  Lieutenant-General,  and,  on  account  of  the 

appointment,  he  has  been  ordered  to  take  the  command  at  Wiirttemberg 

of  the  27th  Division  (2nd  Royal  Wiirttemberg.)  Such  was  an  announce- 

ment soon  after  Minden  Da}',  and  the  following  notice  appeared  in  a 

German  paper  : — 

"  Richard  v.  Beck,  ennobled  on  March  19th,  1884,  was  born 
in  Rastatt  on  September  27th,  1851.  He  began  his  education  in 

the  Gymnasium,  or  Grammar  School,  at  Freiburg  in  Baden,  then 

he  went  to  the  University  of  Halle.  He  joined  on  April  1st,  1870, 

the  Schleswig-Holstein  Fusilier  Regiment  No.  86,  and,  in  the 

next  year,  the  2nd  Baden  Grenadier  Regiment  of  the  Emperor 

William,  No.  110.  On  April  4th,  1871,  he  became  second-lieutenant, 

on  November  12th,  1879,  he  was  transferred  as  first  lieutenant  to 

the  Infantry  Regiment,  No.  130,  and  in  1885  he  was  appointed 

Adjutant  of  the  31st  Infantry  Brigade.  On  April  15th,  1886,  he 

was  promoted  Captain  in  the  Fusilier  Regiment  Gersdorff  (Hessian) , 

No.  80,  in  1890  he  was  transferred  to  the  Magdeburg  Jaeger 

Battalion  No.  4,  on  July  15th,  1893,  he  was  promoted  Major, 

and  in  1894  he  was  told  off  as  Battalion  Commander  to  the  Graf 

Buelow  von  Dennewitz  Infantry  Regiment  (6th  Westphalian), 

No.  55.  Later,  in  1896,  Major  v.  Beck  was  transferred  as  Battalion 

Commander  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth's  Regiment  of  Grenadier 
Guards,  No.  3,  which  resulted  in  his  selection  on  June  15th,  1898, 

as  Commander  of  the  von  Nuemann  Jaeger  Battalion  (1st 

Silesian),  No.  5,  being  promoted  on  March  22nd,  1900,  to 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  on  April  22nd,  1902,  to  Colonel,  and  on 

October  18th,  1902,  to  Commander  of  the  5th  Baden  Infantry 

Regiment,  known  as  No.  113  ". 
Lieutenant-General  v.  Beck  has  been  since  April  14th,  1906,  Major- 

-General  Commandant  of  the  26th  Infantry  Brigade  in  Minden. 
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On  Saturday,  August  27th,  1909,  the  Munich  Neueste  Nachrichten 

announced,  in  a  private  telegram  from  Stuttgart,  Lieutenant-General 

von  Beck,  who  was  appointed  quite  recently  to  the  command  of  the 

Division  at  Ulm,  had  a  stroke  to-day,  while  inspecting  the  49th  Field 

Artillery,  and  fell  from  his  horse  dead.  The  Duke  Albert  of  Wurttem- 

-berg,  the  General-in-Command  of  the  13th  Army  Corps,  brought  the 

operations  at  once  to  an  end.  By  this  awfully  sudden  death  of  General 

von  Beck,  the  army  loses  an  exceptionally  able  officer. 

At  the  time  of  the  Minden  anniversary,  the  Major-General,  in  high 

spirits,  told  the  writer  that  he  would  soon  be  Lieutenant-General,  when 
he  would  drop  the  title  General,  call  himself  Lieutenant,  and  be  young 

again.     Sic  transit  gloria  mundil 

"  You  may  break,  you  may  ruin,  the  vase,  if  you  will. 

But  the  scent  of  the  roses  will  cling  o'er  it  still  ". 
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The  War  in  the  Peninsula. 
Some  Letters  of  Lieutenant  Robert  Knowles,  of  the  7th,  or  Royal,  Fusiliers. 

A  Lancashire  Officer. 

Arranged  and  Annotated  by  his  Great-Great-Nephew, 

Sir   LEES  KNOWLES,   Baronet,   C.V.O.,   D.L. 

Price  2/6   Net. 

This  is  made  up  of  letters  written  home  by  a  young  officer  during  the  Peninsular  War,  which, 

as  Professor  Oman,  who  contributes  a  preface  to  the  volume,  says,  "  contain  not  only  a  record  of 
the  daily  life  of  the  4th  Division,  with  all  the  details  of  its  toils  and  marches,  but  several  pieces  of 
narrative  of  real  historical  value."  Professor  Oman  adds  that  the  letters  contain  "  much  that  all 
who  care  to  know  about  the  British  Army  in  the  Peninsula  will  be  glad  to  read."  Young  Knowles, 
who  was  a  native  of  Bolton,  was  appointed  lieutenant  in  the  7th  Royal  Fusiliers  in  1811,  and  sailed 

almost  immediately  for  Spain.  The  detachment  was  told  off  for  Wellington's  Army,  and  joined 
the  4th  Division,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sir  William  Myers,  while  actually  in  action  at  Fuente 
Guinaldo.  He  commenced  writing  home  at  once,  and  his  letters  will  be  found  very  interesting. 

In  one  he  refers  to  the  privations  his  regiment  underwent.  "  The  five  days  we  were  at  Camp  Ello 
(he  says)  we  only  received  one  pound  of  biscuit,  and  fatigue  parties  were  ordered  into  the  woods 

to  gather  acorns  as  a  substitute  for  bread."  Subsequent  epistles  tell,  among  other  things,  of  the 
surrender  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  the  attack  on  Badajoz.  He  writes  :  "  After  being  exposed  for  half 
and  hour  under  the  hottest  fire  I  was  ever  under,  we  succeeded  in  placing  one  ladder  against  the 
wall,  by  which  my  party  entered.  A  corporal  was  the  first  to  get  into  the  fort  and  was  immediately 
killed.  I  was  the  third  man  who  mounted  the  ladder.  On  leaping  into  the  place  I  was  knocked 
down  by  a  shower  of  grape  which  broke  my  sabre  into  a  hundred  pieces.  I  providentially  escaped 
without  any  serious  injury,  although  my  clothes  were  torn  from  my  back.  My  sword-hand  is  much 
cut  and  bruised,  which  accounts  for  my  bad  writing."  A  later  letter  adds  that  Lieutenant  Knowles's 
party  let  the  English  in  at  the  gates,  and  he  was  subsequently  given  charge  of  the  fort.  He  was 

again  wounded  in  "  the  glorious  victory  of  Salamanca  on  July  22,  1812,  through  receiving  a 
'  musquet '  ball  in  his  left  arm."  Sir  Lees  Knowles,  who  has  edited  the  little  book  with  great  care, 
tells  us  that  the  young  soldier's  military  life  was  only  of  two  years'  duration,  he  having  fallen  in  the 
hard-contested  action  at  the  Pass  of  Roncesvalles,  in  the  Pyrenees,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-four. 
He  has  not  been  forgotten  in  his  native  Bolton,  where  a  monument  has  been  erected  in  the  Parish 

Church  to  his  memory,  and  his  letters  were  well  worth  reprinting." — "  WESTMINSTER 
GAZETTE." 

The  interest  in  these  letters  is  derived  from  the  fact  that  their  author  stands  self-revealed  as  a 
singularly  attractive  specimen  of  the  type  of  youth  from  which  the  best  of  our  officers  have  come. 
Modest,  brave,  and  devoted  to  his  profession,  the  letters  give  an  insight  into  the  outlook  of  the 
subaltern  of  that  day,  and  have  thus  a  value  in  forming  a  connecting  link  with  a  past  age  of  soldiers. 
The  memory  of  Lieut.  Knowles  well  deserves  the  compliment  paid  it  in  having  a  room  dedicated 
to  it  at  the  Union  Jack  Club.—"  ARMY  &  NAVY  GAZETTE." 

The  small  volume  entitled  "  The  War  in  the  Peninsula,"  brings  together  an  interesting  collec- 
-tion  of  letters  of  a  Lancashire  officer,  Lieutenant  Robert  Knowles,  arranged  and  edited  by  his 
great-great-nephew,  Sir  Lees  Knowles,  Bart.  Besides  having  a  particular  interest  for  readers 
concerned  to  know  about  the  regimental  history  of  the  7th,  or  Royal  Fusiliers,  the  letters  are  rich 
in  first-hand  descriptions  and  notices  of  events  relating  to  the  operations  in  the  Eastern  and  Central 
Provinces  in  the  years  from  1809  to  1812.  They  form  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  records  of  the 

history  of  the  war.—"  THE  SCOTSMAN." 
The  writer  was  a  keen  and  intelligent  young  soldier,  and  his  letters  have  not  only  a  special 

interest  for  those  who  are  connected  with  the  old  7th,  the  Royal  Fusiliers,  but  also  much  that  all 
who  care  to  know  about  the  British  Army  in  the  Peninsula  will  be  glad  to  read.  Sir  Lees  Knowles, 
who  explains  how  the  letters  came  into  his  possession,  prints  them  as  they  exist,  and  supplies 
brief  introductions  and  notes  for  the  benefit  of  readers  who  may  not  understand  all  the  references. 
The  story  of  the  Peninsular  campaign  will  be  always  most  interesting,  and  these  letters  by  an 

officer  who  took  part  in  several  of  the  battles  will  be  welcomed  by  all  readers. — "  THE  BELFAST 
NEWS-LETTER." 

It  is  a  little  work  that  should  be  in  the  library  of  all  those  who  love  Lancashire  and  the  men 

who  have  brought  honour  to  the  county.—"  LIVERPOOL  DAILY  POST  &  MERCURY." 
There  are  two  qualities  which  especially  appear  in  the  letters,  namely,  family-affection  and  the 

bravery  of  the  soldier.  His  life  was  a  fulfilment  of  the  family  motto  :  "  Nee  diu  nee  Frustra  " — 
"  Not  for  long,  and  not  in  vain."— BOLTON  JOURNAL  &  GUARDIAN." 
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We  in  England  know,  in  reality,  very  little  of  the  true  inwardness  of  the  quaint  and  time- 
-honoured  customs  of  the  German  student.  Sir  Lees  Knowles,  therefore,  in  publishing  his  book 
entitled  "A  Day  with  the  Corps-Students  in  Germany,"  has  done  real  service  in  describing  pretty 
fully  the  life  of  the  German  youth  during  his  student-days  at  Heidelberg  and  elsewhere.  Sir  Lees 
Knowles  has  himself  been  a  distinguished  athlete,  as  many  of  us  can  still  remember.  He  waa 
President  of  Cambridge  University  Athletic  Club,  and  gained  his  Blue  for  no  fewer  than  four 

events — the  three  miles,  one  mile,  quarter  mile,  and  high  jump  !  During  holiday  visits  to  Germany 
he  has  for  many  years  past  formed  valuable  friendships,  and  has  made  himself  fully  acquainted 
with  the  singular  customs  of  the  Corps-Students. 

This  book,  which  is  adequately  illustrated,  is  well  worth  the  attention  of  British  youths  and 
of  their  instructors.—"  THE  ILLUSTRATED  SPORTING  AND  DRAMATIC  NEWS." 

In  "  A  Day  with  Corps-Students  in  Germany,"  Sir  Lees  Knowles  treats  a  subject  which, 
while  often  touched  upon  in  the  periodical  press,  has  never  before  been  described  with  so  much 
practical  knowledge  and  sympathetic  understanding,  viz.,  fencing  as  practised  in  German  Univer- 

sities and  the  quaint  and  curious  customs  observed  by  members  of  those  academic  societies  known 
as  corps,  which  were  founded  on  a  national  basis.  The  practice  of  Schlaeger-fencing,  with  which 
Sir  Lees  Knowles  made  himself  familiar  while  in  Germany  ;  the  ceremonious  procedure  at  a 

Mensur,  as  the  student's  duel  is  called  ;  and  practically  every  phase  in  the  daily  life  of  a  corps- 
-student  are  lucidly  described.  The  little  book,  which  is  attractively  bound  and  illustrated,  will 
assuredly  do  good  in  promoting  the  understanding  of  a  national  phase  of  German  life,  often 
slightingly  spoken  of  by  those  who  do  not  know  it,  or  are  but  superficially  acquainted  with  it. — 
"  THE  FIELD." 

Much  has  been  written  of  the  life  of  the  German  student,  of  Burschen  and  Fuechse,  of  their 
corps,  of  their  sanguinary  duels,  and  their  copious  drinking-bouts.  But  there  is  probably  no 
Englishman  who  can  write  of  them  with  such  authority  as  Sir  Lees  Knowles.  His  book  is  founded 

on  an  article  he  wrote  for  "  Fry's  Magazine,"  which,  when  published  as  a  booklet,  received 
warm  encomium  from  the  German  students  themselves,  as  the  following  quotation  from  the 

"  Deutsche  Corps-Zeitung  "  shows  :  "  The  German  student-fencing  rarely  receives  from  foreigners 
so  thorough  or  so  complete  an  appreciation,  based  upon  an  exact  knowledge  and  understanding  of 
the  customs  and  aims  of  German  students,  as  is  presented  in  the  treatment  of  the  subject  by  Sir 

Lees  Knowles."  It  is  at  their  desire  that  the  booklet  has  now  been  developed  into  a  book.  As  to 
the  authority  of  Sir  Lees  Knowles's  volume,  we  must  accept  the  testimony  of  the  German  students  ; 
to  its  interest,  largely  increased  by  many  excellent  illustrations,  we  can  ourselves  bear  witness. — 
"  THE  GLOBE." 

The  book  gives  an  animated  and  detailed  description  of  the  doings  of  the  German  student 
(Heidelberg  is  the  University  specially  dealt  with),  who  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  many  corps 
which  are  a  feature  of  German  collegiate  life.  It  is  largely  concerned  with  the  duelling,  which  is, 
if  not  the  be-all,  at  least  the  outstanding  feature,  in  the  activities  of  these  fraternities.  Sir  Leea 
Knowles  does  not  discuss  the  ethics  of  the  duel,  but  he  takes  occasion  to  point  out  that  "  Schlaeger- 
-fighting  induces  regularity  of  life,  the  hours  of  mental  and  physical  labour  being  carefully  adjusted, 
and  it  produces  nerve,  pluck,  and  esprit  de  corps."  The  book  contains  a  number  of  good  illus- 
-trations,  and  has,  as  an  appendix,  a  German  song  in  the  author's  translation,  with  original 
music.—"  THE  SCOTSMAN." 

Those  wishing  to  obtain  reliable  information  about  the  life  of  that  considerable  and  picturesque 
section  of  German  undergraduates  who  are  members  of  a  Corps,  cannot  do  better  than  read  the 
very  sympathetic  account  given  of  the  daily  life  and  quaint  customs  of  the  Corpsstudenten  by  an 
Englishman  who  has  seen  them  from  the  inside.  Sir  Lees  Knowles,  an  old  Trinity  man  and  one 
time  President  of  the  Cambridge  University  Athletic  Club,  a  well-known  sportsman  who  holds 
the  proud  position  of  being  a  "  Dark  Blue  "  as  well  as  a  "  Light  Blue,"  has  paid  frequent  visits 
to  Germany,  where  he  formed  many  friendships  and  had  exceptional  opportunities  of  watching 

and  sharing  the  life  of  the  Corpsstudenten,  especially  of  those  of  Scheffel's  University,  Heidelberg. 
He  writes  about  them  in  a  very  genial  way,  and  in  such  a  friendly  spirit,  that  his  account  may  well 
do  something  to  foster  a  good  understanding  between  the  academic  youth  of  England  and  Germany. 
— "  THE  CAMBRIDGE  REVIEW." 

A  copy  of   "A  Day  with   Corps-Students    in    Germany"   has   been 
graciously  accepted  by  His  Majesty  The  German  Emperor. 
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